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To 



TUOS. WORTHINGTON, Esq. 
Sir, 

When men have arduously and 
cheerfully toiled in their country^s service in 
Foreign climes, the desire of returning once mgre 
to their native land,' and meeting with the Smiling 
Welcome of their friends, is natural and congenial 
to the mind. 

When the wings of Expectation are thus 
expanded, and held in equal libration by Hope 
and Fear, how much must that pleasure be en- 
hanced, when they meet with the encouragement and 
support of Good and Worthy Men? 
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PREFACE. 



Some years have now elapsed sinqe the first 
edition of this work made its appearance^ and the 
kind and favourable reception it then met with^ and 
experienced from^ a candid and discerning Public^ 
exceeded my utmost expectation. 

In the Preface to that Edition^ my reasons for 
publishing it are sufficiently made known ; nor was 
it till after reiterated solicitation thai I could recon-^ 
die my mind^ to the resolve, of gratifying the 
curiosity of my intimate friends and acquaintance^ 
being fully sensible, and aware, of the difficulty of 
the tatk, unaided and unassisted as I am, by thoss 
0mUfellishments which a literary knowledge and 
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^ UtSlt r^'^jam^ iawfwer^ iaiJ wae. tMf « mi m 

time wkem tit mucU fTcnoT «/ t.W ^ntmirm tmd 

mrrmi^ her am-TrCic p mm v r f . to Ffpef tJke tomamom 

tmtmy. Urn detmS m BnHak p i fm f u»mmLt md 

etmrage m Fmmgm dima^ €omU mai JmH to be 

imlereaiimg; mmd tiat I thtmJd faid « paiwmk m 
every permm emroUed uader tie huuK/i ^ kis 

Savereipi^ as wdl at in tie breoMts ef tioae, who 

fed for ike dUtrestet cfmen engaged im their Coun- 

tnfs cause^ whether parching with thirti on the 

cheerless sands of the Desert^ or Imffeting wiik 

resolution the stormy billows of the Cape, 

Belying^ therefore^ on thai candour and indul^ 

genc9 which so eminently distinguish this nation, 

) ' /i ones more^ with diffidence, submit my little 

0m'k to Public inspection, (considerably enlarged 
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and improved) humbly trusting^ thaty a strict 
adherence to truths will^ in some measure^ com' 
pensate for any inelegancies in style or diction^ 
which are, in general, the characteristics of inex- 
perienced authors. 
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situtiaon readsitudtioiL 
«sen r«Mf seen, 
were read where, 
immitate raw? imitate, 
run read ran. 
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VOYAGES, TKAYELS, &c. 



Th£ eventful moment of our departure at length 
arrived ! Scarcely had I time to bid adieu to my 
most intimate friends and acquaintance ; an adieu 
which apprehension presaged might be eternal; 
when Authority with imperious and commanding voice 
issued his mandate for an immediate march and em- 
barkation. With rapid step we reach the beiich, 
and soon are wafted o^er the transparent stream to 
the ship appointed for our reception. 

On the 28th. of February, 1796, we weighed 
anchor and sailed from Spithead, in the Crescent 
Frigate, in company with the Sceptre, of sixty- 
four guns, and a small fleet of transports^ making 
all possible sail to the Westward. 

B 
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Askv^ witk admunaim ^rasing «tawL 

7mv9 Mir ttiBFnfef vbhb flBHOfv ni CfWB sffiw^ 
£ifce tomteffur Ttrgim « ier hritbd diy; 
7%a». Idbtc MPfis. dbr riflonsfip wtiUwjflmimi 
Tkefridemdwmiir^fiitBnluk — =- "* 



On ihe BM of Mardi wc entered the Bay of 
Biccay, where we floored considerably from a 
heavy gaJe of wiAd, which GdSing off niddenly (» 
eircumataiice not uocoimnon in these 9eas> left us- 
in a situation much dreaded by Beaaen, to expert* 
ence a heavy swell without wind. To a laDdsman 
just launched on the briny element, the violent mo-^ 
lion of the thip is almoKt insupportable; and ey«i> 
experienced sailors seldom pass this Bay without 
suttering much from indisposition io consequence of 
It. 

The flrat land we made was Madeira, (or Mat* 
tarn, on account of its being covered almost with, 
wood) an Island of the AtUntic Ocean, subject form* 
•riy to (he Portuguese^ but now in possession of the 
British* The climate is temperate, and the soil 
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«xtreiBefy fertile^ produdiBg grapes, which are ce^ 
jnarkably large, and 'of a most deltcious Barour. 
Tropical and European fruits of ererj description 
are to be ieund there in pr-ofbse <|[uantitie8, which 
l^ow wild in the mountains; such as nectarinesi, 
citrons, aprioots, okIoqs, plums, peaches, figs, 
etrawberries, apples, oranges and lemons, remark- 
able for their aiceb The sugar cane is also culti- 
vated here with success, though not in large quan* 
tities. Those flowers which are so much esteemed 
and admired in Engkind, grow here spontaneously 
in the fields, and the hedges are beautifully iater- 
awoven with myrtles, jessamines, roses, and honey- 
aackks in perpetual bloom. Spring and Autunm 
reign here luxuriantly together, and produce fruit, 
j&c, throughout the year. There is hardly any 
noxioua or poisonous reptile to be found here ; the 
lizard is the most common. Great numbers of 
canary birds and gold-finches are caught in the 
mountainsF; of the former, many are exported every 
. year to England^ and other parts of Europe. This 
Inland is peculiarly celebrated for its excellent wine 
iTrhich keeps best in the warmest climate; for 
lis reason, the inhabitants of the West Indies, that 
aAurd it, ehiely drink it as liheir principal 
.'ibevrng ^ ^K^ connoisseurs in winisi are of ofi- 
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¥bca m Tflv-^TTD ^ Eat or Wok Isdiei; and 

dtx is |rnier&IHr ibe ostwrA dune wines diat are 
cxponed from beiiop ix> Fiiyhaid. neae winca 
db^ BDcb m fivPTir. coSBiir^ and itrengtih. The 
export of das artuJe arv ooBsidenble, and aimii* 
aiK iM-ini: ia a jTreaz son to dw cmunas. Jfadeira 
is exireBehr well waiered — iti tioiipid streams and 
cnrsudlins s^Ib^ refresh tiie eve and ferdliie the 
plain. Here ibe weak and Taletndinaiy resort for 
the recovery of their health, aod in the course of a 
few weeks generally retom to Europe much 
stren^hened and improved. The inhabitants are 
represented as good-natured, temperate, and fru- 
gal ; but extremely indolent. Funchal is the capi- 
tal. Madeira is about 1 50 miles in circumference, 
and lies in 1 6 deg. W. Lon. and 33 deg. N. Lat. 

The next land on our course from Madeira is the 
Canary Islands, subject to the Spaniards, seven in 
number, viz., Grand Canary, Palma, Ferro, Go- 
moro, Tucrtaventura, Lancerota, and Teneriff; 
and it it from hence the Canary birds originally 
came. Teneriff is the second, in dignity, bat the 
flrvt in point of importance. Its form is triangular, 
•xtonding ilatif into throe capes. It aboonds in 
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wine, different sorts of fruit, cattle and game; 
Chie part of this island is surrounded by inaccessi- 
ble mountai48, and there is one in particular called 
the Peak of Teneriff, which in a clear day may be 
seen at the distance of 120 miles: it is calculated 
by judicious travellers to be 1 5396 feet in height 
above the level ef the sea. The vertex which ap- 
pears sharp and the exact resemblance to a cone, 
is flat for the extent of an acre of ground, in the 
centre of which is a dreadful volcano : though it 
frequently breaks out into flames, and smoke con- 
stantly issues from it, there has been no particular 
or serious irruption from this mountain since the year 
1704, when the port of Garrachica was destroyed, 
and the harbour flUed up by the lava. Wine is the 
staple article of foreign commerce, about 40,000 
pipes being annually made here. Oxen and mules 
are the only beasts of burden, horses being very 
scarce, the former are much employed in dragging 
casks to the beach, which is performed on pieces of 
timber. Of the feathered race, hawks and parrotSii 
are natives of the island ; as also swallows, sea* 
gulls, partridges, black-birds, dkc; lizards are 
common here, and are caught in great numbers in 
the gardens, by placing tin or copper kettles in ths 
When these animals are in qu^ of fop4 
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uck Oft tki Mhiwi oac ske fiM ^'d. eicr to be 
iMMStod hero, Admnl Lcvd Xc&Kn, km kit rigbt 
MVk — In tke count of a £e« db^s we mde St* 
Jago, one of tke Cape de Verd Ues* wkick lies 
in li dc^. N. L. Tke lutiTes kere were puticiif 
Urly tolicttoBS to barter the prodooe of their cowni 
try, «tich ag cocoa nuts, oraagea, limes, cdfee, 
liogpi, pookiy, &C.J (or the noit Uifling articles of 
Britivh manufacture; but what they chiefly esteemed 
and dfiired wm, old wearing apparel, (however 
throad*bare and soiled) knives, old rasors, or any 
kiml of Birmingham ware, with which many of the 
•hi|)'s crew made Bome very advantageous bargains. 
To mVf who bad been unaccustomed to the sight oi 
tncin and women of a different eolour, ahnost in a 
statu of nudityi whose manners differed so niste^ 
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rially from our own^ this vng a novel scene, afld 
naturally led me to contemplate the result of a voy- 
age, that, would pr6bably ditily unfold to my view, 
in various parts of the world, the works of Divine 
Providence, whereof my conception was now but 
weak and imperfect. The animals here are cowl^ 
horses, asses, moles, deer, goats, hogs, civet cats, 
and some beautiful green monkies, with black faces^ 
asany of which are domesticated* Of the feathered 
» tribe are cocks, hens, ducks, guine&*hens, both 
tame and wild; paroquets, parrots, pigeons, tur- 
tle doves, crab-catchers, curlews, and a great 
rariety of others, valuable only for their plumage. 
They have also some cedar trees, and plenty of 
Indian com. The land in general is very elevated ( 
but were it not for the continual rains in the time 
of the travadoes, which render it unpleasant and 
onwhoksome to strangers, it would be one of the 
most delightful ishuids in the world. The principal 
towns are St. Jago and Praya, and here the East 
Indiamen, outward bound; furnish themselves with 
vvater and fresh provisions. 

In crossing Ae Equinoctial Line, the heat was so 
intense, that we could scarcely bear to sleep be* 
the decks, our.situajtion being rendered more 
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diMrefifting in consequence of a peKect calm thai 
kept 08 a mere log on the water for upwards of { 
week, during which period we were frequentlj 
visited by numbers of sharks. To seamen, whc 
are so imprudent as to bathe in those seas where 
these voracious fish inhabit, the consequence ii 
often fatal, for the} nevfer fail to attack the swim' 
mer, who frequently falls a sacrifice to his own follj 
and indiscretion. — It is customary with marinen 
in crossing the Equator, to make preparations for the 
performance of a ceremony in its nature as ridiculous 
as it is absurd, and which, in my opinion, reflects no 
little discredit on its institutors. The manner is as 
follows : one of the seamen, (generally the champion 
of the crew) unknown to the passengers, secretly 
attires himself in a dress suitably for the purpose, 
representing the skin and scales of a fish, and as- 
sumes the character of Neptune; thus equipped. 
he is privately let down the ship^s side into a boat 
appropriated for the occasion: he then hails ani 
boards the vessel, and is immediately introduced tc 
the Captain and officers^ who out of respect to sc 
vmitrable and great a personage, conduct him to an 
elevated part of the deck. The ship^s company are 
t)ien called up and individually interrogated as to 
their ever having crossed the line before. Those 
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duurtcters who have never experienced the darting 

rays of a vertical sun, are decreed by Neptnne to 

undergo the painful operations of ducking and 

living, except those who have the ability to make 

the crew a handsome compliment, either in specie 

or spirits, which compromise exempts them from the 

&te which otherwise awaits them. Those unfortu* 

■ Bates who are not in possession of these means, are 

left to their destiny. A large wooden vessel is 

then phkred on deck, filled with water, and a small 

I board laid across, whereon the victim is seated in a 

state of nudity* The operator then proceeds to 

lather his face v^ith a composition of grease, tar, 

&c, and with a rKior made of an old rusty iron 

hoop shaves him, (notwithstanding his intreaties) 

whilst a man at each extremity of the tub is in 

waiting to pull the plank from under, by which 

means he is then precipitately immersed in the 

water, to the no small diversion and merriment of 

the spectators, which concludes the scene* During 

the time we were becakned, we were most delist* 

fiilly entertaihed with the soft and pleasii^ sounds 

of rausici which issued from the bands playing on 

board the surrounding tesseb. A universal still* 

neas seemed to reign throughout, save the swelling 

aotM of harmony^ which, at intervals bnnl Ufot 
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strainsi. 

Tbs ifazpi deesnfted wzk a a«asuid peBdiat», fan- 
ch,2j Tancaied wsca cae kqk iirely aad gkmring 
coLoon; — cfee bofCZMUOB ezpaaw ot water around us, 
wiMse mo^Ji aod ekksj nr&ee., like a Tast mir- 
ror, ilhuuned wicb the bhliiam ravs of a Tertical 
sun, presented such a ttmsp tTceU^ die grandeur of 
which, deseripium can bot feebly and imperfectly 
convey to the mind, when sensations in themselTes 
f>o subhme tfre better conceived than ezpresKd. 

As we neared the Ishmd of Ascension, a fleet 
hove in sight to the windward, which appeared to 
be of a superior force to oor^s. This, however, 
produced no sign of intimidation amongst us, and 
the Sceptre^s signal was immediately made to re^ 
connoitre. As our vessel was a fast sailer, in a 
t«hort time we could plainly ascertain the number 
and strength of the fleet, which consisted of a 
srvcnty-four and two large frigates. We now made 
the convoy^s signal, and cleared our decks for 
action, still bearing close to the wind till the line 
of battlo ship came within hail, who, on our de- 
mradinft ^hat she was, hoisted Spanish colours : 
uro still, however, conjectured them to be 
l>f Bfht and prtpared to give them a warm recep- 
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tion ; but ^1^^' {Htor^ to be Spanish, laden with 
doHain and |it>ld dnst, on their return to Spain, 
after an absence of three years. Unhappily for ns, 
(as we then judged) war was not declared against 
that country, or there is little doubt but we could 
have taken them. To a contemplative character, 
the bustle and hurry observed on the decks in pre* 
paring for action, and then the sudden silence which 
ensnes, when every man is ready at his post, in 
momentary expectation of a terrible encounter, is 
an awful and impressive scene; and as language 
must foil shoit of an adequate description, concep* 
tion can enl^ pourtray it to die mind. — - Ascension 
is a sterile and dninhabited Island, upwards of 
twenty miles in circumference. There are vast 
quantities of fish and sea fowl to be found here, as 
well as some goats, whose flesh is extremely good* 
The East India fleets often touch at thia place to 
obtain turtie, which are large and plentiftJ. In 
ear course we passed St. Selena, an Island in the 
Atlantic Ocean. W. Lon. 6. 90. 5 Lat 16. It 
iB a stupendous rock in the middle of the ocean, 
mki at a ^stance has much the appearance of a 
easde, rising as it were out of the water. This 
Island is only accessible at the landing place, which 
IB well defended by batteries of guns. The soil 
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wkich is about a umk thidu of a rich mould, covers 
tbe sor&ce of the groiBid.| and prodoces corn, 
grapes, aad aD fraiis adapted to tlie climate. In 
the low groimds the rerdnre is exceedingly rich, 
vdiich feeds great numbers of cattle and poultry. 
But the Island is much infested with a n^ulcitude of 
rats, which eat up the ma^or part of the corn 
almost as soon as it is sown, and burrow under 
the rock, 4p that it is impossible to extirpate them. 
The principal part of the flour made use of here, 
is imported from £ngland. The inhabitants, how- 
ever,, gei)erally substitute yams apd potatoes fpf 
bread. The rallies are beautifully watered with 
riyuletip, and the mountains, in the centre, covered 
with wpod. Peach trees are particularly fruitful, 
but (Hher European fruit trees and vines, which 
have been planted here, do i^ot succeed. Kitchen 
greens, however, thrive extremely well, but ar^ 
much destroyed by the catterpillars, which are nu? 
merous. The principal part of the land is laid out 
m pastures, the fertility of \yhich is very astonish- 
ing. Ring-phcsiants, red-l^egged partridges, (&c., 
and lish of various descriptions are found here iii 
srreat plent)*. The number of inhabitants does not 
okcred SOOO, including aoldien and slaves. The 
Vml lodift Gompw^y are the prc^ietors of this 
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island, which was giren to them by King Charlei 
the second, soon after it was taken from "the Dutch, 
by Admiral Munday, in the year 1672. — We 
now parted company with the convoy and saw 
nothing more of them till we arrived at the Cape 
of Good Hope. The night before we brought to, 
the sea ran tremendously high, attended with tor- 
rents of rain and extreme darkness. It blew so 
hard as to oblige ns to take in every stitch of can- 
fas, excepting a storm stay-sail, and if we had not 
fortunately faoye the lead the ship must have been 
inevitably lost, as we had not the least suspicion we 
were so near the land. Finding, however, that 
ve were in sixty fathoms water, we hauled our 
wind and lay to till day break, when we discovered 
oorselves to be only five leagues from Simon^s 
Bvfy where we came to anchor on the 30th. of 
May, to the no small satisfaction of the crew, 
paving been three months on the passage. 

False and Table Bays are the usual anchoring 
^{daces for shipping that touch at the Cape ; one 
washes the isthijnis to the South and the other to 
^ North. The latter is the most secure. Table 
fflkjy lies in M^ 33. deg. 5$ min. South Ion. 18 
^. 90 muiu If- Simpn'fl Bay in 34 deg. 9 min. 



9i 



8. lat and 18. 32. miii. £• lorn On the Slst. we 
disembarked at Simon^« Town, and after reft'eshing 
ourselves, proceeded to an encampment called Mui- 
senburg, where we halted that night, and next 
morning continued our route. The same day we 
arrived at Cape Town, having had to cross a lake 
on our march of nearly half a mile broad. During 
this march I suffered much from want of provisions. 
Passing down a pleasing valley surrounded with 
beautiful plantations, almost exhausted, I met a 
negro who was feasting as he journeyed ; without 
many compliments I solicited him to grant me a 
part of bis food, with which request he most 
generously complied. I then pursued my march 
much strengthened and refreshed. 

In this instance I contemplate with gratitude and 
satisfaction the benign goodness of that Providence 
who watches over the fainting and weary traveller, 
and who in this moment of lassitude and pain, shel | 
tered me under the fostering protection of his Al- 
mighty wing. — Cape Town, the capital, is adorned 
with many handsome buildings, the houses are flat 
roofed, (in consequence of the high winds which 
frequently prevail here) and are chiefly built of 
6tone cemented with a viscous composition of earth, 
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which senres as mortar, and afterwards is neatly 
plastered and white-washed with lime. The white 
appearance which the town exhibits, presents a 
clean and beautiful representation to the eye of the 
beholder from the EUy, particularly when the sun 
reflects upon it. The only landing place is at the 
east-end of the town, where there is a commodious 
wooden quay which runs a considerable distance 
into the sea, for the better accommodation of load- 
ing and unloading vessels: not far from this stands 
the castle, a strong and extensive building, having 
excellent barracks for troops. The works on this 
place are extremely well defended with a numerous 
artillery, which point in all directions ; and for the 
additional strength of this place it is indebted (as 
well as other positions on this coast) to the skill and 
indefatigable labours of Colonel Vorke, of the 
Royal Artillery. The batteries erected at the dif- 
ferent posts round the Cape are very numerous, of 
which the principal are Craig^s Tower, Yorkers 
Redoubt, Oiarlotte, Chevonne, Hay-mow, Rocky- 
bay, Amsterdam, Groutmoley, Kick-in-the-pot, 
Elizabeth, Prince of Wales, and Antelope, the 
eentre and old redoubts, dec, mounting in the 
whole nearly 350 pieces of cannon. The fortifi- 
cations here are well calculated for defence, and 
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wUetbeBnou resnaiDd a pfiiw if wf i 
ibej were k^?pc ia f&od rcgair. Mwr block k 
w^re erecaed ia EEsaikus irLkh serored ikt d 
Uiaff firoa aaj arjeaipis of i^ eseanr from era 
dneflL TLe pas «t ihe foot of MoiseDliarg, a : 
«jid high iDOiinuiia washed bj Fake Baj ; am 
ouly road between Simon's Bay and the C^ 
bow considered as impregnable, thcugh the £ 
were easily driven from it. It is supposed a 
riflemen placed here might stop the pri^ess o 
army* In a word. Cape Town is at this time 
tified with strength, regularity and judgment. . 
principal mountains are denominated the T 
the Devifs Hill, and Lion^s Head, the last stre 
northward in a long hill called the Lion's R 
affording shelter to the ships against the wes 
winds inTable Bay, The Lion's Head Moun 
according to an able engineer's calculation, is i 
feet above tlie level of the sea, on the sumn 
it there aro several pieces of ordinance mou 
for tho purpose of making signals, and a pers( 
eontinually on the look out for shipping. For e 
Ito Mul that heave in sight, one gun is fired 
which tho garriaon is apprised of the approat 
• loot* and is thereby put on its guard against 
piao or sudden attack by an enemy. The L 
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Rninp, Which flanks- the town is 999 feet high; 
the DeviPs Hill, 3315 feet; abonsed for signals. 
On one side of the latter, there is a cave, wherein a 
deserter from the garrison concealed himself with 
a negro girl for some months, although the most 
diligent search was made for him during that period. 
It appears he was constantly supplied with food 
daring his abode in this place by the ^irl, who de- 
scended into the town under cover of the night, and 
either by soliciting charity, or committing depreda- 
tions, she procured for him the necessaries of life. 
One evening, however, this man having ventured 
(00 (ar from the {^ace of his concealment, was ob- 
served by a centinel on duty at a redoubt, who im- 
mediately alarmed the guard, and thereby secured 
him. His unhappy paramour dreading the punish- 
ment which she supposed awaited her, in a fit of 
despair plunged a knife into her heart and instantly 
expired! — The stupendous mass of naked rock, 
caDed Table-mountain, from its being nearly flat at 
the top, cannot fail to strike the most indifferent 
beholder of nature with admiration. The eastern 
bide is quite perpendicular to the height of 3582 
feet, as determined by Captaiir Bridges, of the 
Royal Engineers. The best and easiest ascent to 
the sammit of this immense rock is on the side next 
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*ilji'.*j, hoic*fver, we were ?ufficieiii]v com pen 
l>y tii^ f&<>eTi« tb&t preeeoTed i'j«!f from the sai 
ifl^ «;J«'vatiofL The edifices raised wiih so 
ijili^iur And exptifihe in the plain beneath, by b 
irifluniry, y^trti to appearance, dwindled 
fiotliifi^; and the nhrubberiess, farms andincio! 
which n fi'w hourH before excited our observe 
by th«*ir cxlrnt and beauty, were now reduc 
I ho ri'MiMnii lance of a coloured map. It is 
lhi« 'l^ahh'-mountain is frequented by vultur 
, ihnl HpocirH call(*d Prrchnopteros ; but the s 
rnM ^vimt ofti«n obli(;es them to quit it; for it 
MMn0lim««K with nurh fury, that it throws them 
into lh» Htr«H«t» Mt the Caix", where they are 
with Mickm When the «ky i» pure and seren 
K<|nfHn^wnUUi^« wliich are thirty league? di 
my Im" vM^^n iVtMW iK^ u>p of the Tab!^-moui 
MlwMMAli^hi^ i)hl» UwiMKv^ ilM^y w«ai lo «i 
IW Imiw vh Wit^r)«(« WIm^ F^^ vi^^- ^ 
1te«4 IMd^ >iNM ikifL «w>«»KJuiau Jurv' M^wsc 
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^ shower of rain ; though the weather be fine it 
really rains to them. This proceeds from the par- 
ticles of water, which, dropping continually from 
the rocks above, and falling upon those below, are 
broken by their fall, and converted into a kind of 
rain, which becomes the finer the more we ap- 
proach the foot of the mountain. This rain is 
dways more abundant in the morning than at any 
other time of the dayi The cause of this may be 
easily explained, by the coolness and dews of the 
night' In this hollow, at the distance of about 
OAe-tiiird of its height from the top, there is a beau- 
tiful cascade where the water falls over a very 
broad rock. Hie inhabitants of the town some- 
times walk as far as this fall ; and though the way is 
extremely rugged, even the ladies indulge them- 
selves with a sight of this charming and picturesque 
scene from a delightful point of view, which origin- 
ates on this spoti The wind, which at times, is so 
extremely boisterous, is announced by a small 
white cloud, that first attaches itself to this hill, on 
(be side next the DeviPs-mountain. The air at this 
period becomes cooler, and the cloud increases and 
expands, till it becomes so large as to cover the top 
of the hill, thereby indicating the approach of an 
iinaediate hurricane. A celebrated French tra- 
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*<:J;*f/ k'jUfA, tiot Le La* i^Li wL.;!e in:rii:r 
tudi-.nvouring to find oat this pbesosienoa w: 
\mn^ able to aMeriain i^ B'ai af^erivards, 
J:'; frfcfju'rnted FaUe Bay, on the oppo-:iie s: 
riif; mountain, had the pleasure of seeing iis 
lutiucamf-.m and prrgre=s. He says, the v.i 
iirui anriounceH itself very feebly, carrying slo 
kind of fog along with it, which it seems to ( 
from the Kurfaco of the sea. This being ac 
Ii'ilcd, beconicH condensed by the Table-hill to 
till* Houlh, an obutacle which opposes it in its 
and ill order to overcome it, gradually rolling 
ilsolf, riniH by i(H efforts to the summit, and di 
(o the town that white cloud, \Yhich, anno 
(hat (ho wind has already blown for several 
m (he harbour, and its environs, towarc 
face of the Table-hill. The ordinary durat 
thiH Mornu is three days, sometimes it cor 
without iutermi^ion, for a much longer sp 
time; olUMi also it coasos suddenly. Whe 
wind 1:1 (v^rtiouUrlv impi'iuous« from prudencf 
10 Avoid iho J\%\r of iiividout% ilie shipping 
nJ^* WMike tor the *^jH*n >eA. A ii:oLiacho 
CWWtifclKv w riNvrdetl here ot a Du'.oh vo5>« 
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aeeiog their danger, till such time as she struck. 
On hearing the dismal cries of the 'distressed, the 
military were ordered down to the heach, as is 
usual in case of shipwreck, in order to prevent 
plunder, and if possible to aid the sufferers. At 
this moment the sea was so tremendously high, 
that n,o boat could live. Touched with the gener- 
ous feeling of humanity, a native called Foltemady 
unable to swim, fixed himself on horseback, and' 
braving all danger, swam with his docile animal to 
the ship; and possessing that noble principle, ^hich 
ought t.o dwell in the breast of every man in such 
jcircumstances, encouraged some of the crew to lay 
hold of a rope, which he had procured for that 
purpose; and whilst several seized this, others 
grasped the tail of his horse, and in this manner 
he brought many in safety to the shore. Stimulated 
by the success of his first enterprise, he six times 
repeated his exertions, backwards and forwards, 
and thereby saved many lives. But on his seventh 
effort, neglecting to give his horse a little time to 
recover his strength, (impelled by the redoubled 
cries of those on board) in hastening once more to 
their relief; such was the anxious desire to be 
s^ved, that numbers crowded upon him at once, 
which rendered the animal unable to sustain the 
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reef of rocks^, about eight o^clock m the evening, 
and, being a very old ship, went to pieces in a 
short time. Her crew consisted of four hundred 
and twenty-three men, exclusive of officers and 
boys, and melancholy to relate, three hundred of 
whom perished, together with the Captain, his son, 
and most of the officers. A Danish seventy-four, 
and an American ship, with several other vessels, 
shared the same fate. As the night approached 
many of the Dutch families in the town sent lanterns 
to the beach« The commanding Officer of Artillery 
was oat the whole night, though it rained exces* 
sively, in order to render every assistance to the 
poor seamen, who escaped from the wreck. Not» 
withstanding our Northern Seas are subject to 
frightful tempests, they are not near so dreadful as 
the storms that are experienced here. — The Cape 
of Qood Hope was first discoverea by Bartholomew 
Diaz, a Portugujese,. in the year 1486, and named 
by him Cape of Tempests^ from the storms he met 
with at this place; But the King of Portugal, 
elated with having found this way to India, com- 
manded it to be named as at present. The greatest 
portion pf the laborious work amongst the natives. 
'm done by the assistance of negro-slaves, who are 
sometimes exposed to sale Aere, in the same brutal 
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Bunner as in the West Indies. A late elegant 
accurate writer on this subject, says, and certainly 
with much justice, that ^* there is no part of the 
world where slavery is less necessary than at the 
Cape of Good Hope ; nor would it ever have found 
its way into this angle of Africa, had the same 
spirit of Batavian industry which raised a wealthy 
and populous republic out of the sea. impressed the 
minds of those who first formed the settlement. A* 
temperate climate, a fertile soil, a mild and peace- 
ful race of natives, were advantages few infant 
colonics have possessed ; and as they still exist, 
may one day yet be turned to account. To encou- 
rage tho native Hottentots to useful labour ; by giving 
thorn an interest in the produce of that labour; to 
make tlicm experience the comforts of- civilixed 
lilo ; and to fool that they have a place and a value, 
in society, which the miserable policy of the Dutch 
f:ovcrnnuMit ilcniod to them, would be the sure- 
iiuMUs of dimiuis^hing, and, in time, of entirely re- 
moving tho necessity of slavery.^ 
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Tito slaves are frequently sold here as high as 
two huudr<^ dollars, and sometimes mnch more; 
uo;wiih»tan^iuig some tamiiies keep from ten to 
t\\«niy ^f ihenu .Qn Sundays^ ibey 4Cift^aUoive4 
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dlgfi[6 in libeitjr^ innch ufey trie hi iMo^ 
bkg themeltai id their amiiMMeiKM; sadi at, cdefe* 
fighdiigf and daftcing!-^ By this we percehe tha 
dapt a t lty of hwiaa nature in minds not illumined 
trith the genial rays of morality and r^igion^ and 
virfaieh,- relects as much discredit and dl^race Ofl 
those masters (or rather proprietors) wdo thus neg* 
fcet, to enlightOtt the ininds of those beings Irho 
have been hred hi ignorance atid darkness^ as it 
does on tiiose, who in onr oWn country, indulgO 
ttemsehres m similar practkes, in deiance of theae 
procepte of Christianity they are dailjf taught* 



Those slaves who prefer daidig, generally «s- 
itemMe on a taall phin nnder Ihe Thikle Mountain; 
ami fo flie heating of mt initjnfflient which sounds 
Hko n ilrafled drum^ they caper and jump with an 
aslMMing degree of agiKty, sometimes Hnking 
thsihr hands and fomdng a ring^ and at other tiSMS 
fmorsecting the cirde in movements, that appeat 
Terj ridieubns to the disceming European. The 
most acttre among them are MaUys, who are 
honeat and indostrions, hut ei ce ssive ly prone to 
sodden gusts of rage and acts oS horrible revenge^ 
and akhottgh the penal lawa of the country are em> 
trandy aevnre, it has been mom myemihb to 

E 
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lovrivi ih(»ir prapcnsity (o passion and caprice* 
Tho orifSinal iiihabiunts ol* the Cajie areHoUeniots; 
who. no(\vuh«iAmim«; thov have long intermingled 
wuh Kiiro|Hsins. Mill retain their pristine manner& 
T\\v men .ire \iell 1ormed« straight, and in general 
M.iiul I'rom tt\e teet live to five feet nine inches high. 
V\w\\' \\MT ts remArktihlv short and curly, more- so 
lOUHulerahiv th.tn the iwiiive of Guinea: their fea- 
line'' lorbuhlin^. \%iih Hat m>^^. hollow cheeks and 
i'\e<^, .iiitl \er\ hii^h t'luvk-bimes, but in general 
Ikuo ,1 ^t>o«i !H«i Of* teeth. Their complexion is of -a 
lit; hi \vp)vr^'oKMir; they si^eak with a disagreeable 
■»;n.u-kM\;\ %M \ht} \\\y<^ \y]\\c\\ renders their language 
e\«oeun^U tv.flioult for Kuropeans to comprehend. 
\\\ \\w\r nunle et c«vkin^ ihey are particnlarly 
i;Mi\ : tor ii is n«4 unctnmuon to see them in their 
IV '%;.:'« ilewvnni: the t»tesmnc» of sheep not half 
cUnaiuhI Aud m>ArN rA>>. Their dress generally 
%*ouMM* ot a >hivp Aitt thrown carekasly over 
theu ^S%«uMer^ The women are so strangely 
|\%nius\ behimU tS^t thev e^u c.%rrv their children 
IM the hallow oi^ ihe;r Kwk« w ch the sreaiesi ease' 
•pd Aftfei\. • During ihe time I remained at the 
C\ipe. A rif^iuk^tu w .« ratwd ; evmpct$«d of Uotteii- 
lfi|!i« And eknhed lu ^^jirlec turned up with blue, of 
whitfb «^*y ^^"^re wemdertuIiY i^r^^ud. We found 
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them tractable enough in the exercise, in which 
they became exceedingly expert ; but wnen put to 
the test as soldiers, they were coward beyond de- 
scription. Asi a proof of which, when called up 
to Saldimha-Bay, at the time the Dutch-fleet at- 
tempted to land troops to retake the settlement, 
(consisting of three sail of the line, one frigate, 
one store-«hip, and three transports) the Hottentots 
were drawn up on the heights, with the rest of the 
troops dispatched from Capetown for the purpose 
of defence. The Ba> being so very low and the 
surrounding land so high, the guns of the fleet could 
not be brought to bear successfully on our troops, 
excepting the frigate, which ran close to the shore, 
and continued firing at intervals some hours. One 
of her shot accidently struck a musquet belonging 
to a Hottentot, which caused it to recoil on the 
ethers, so that the greatest part of a company were 
thrown down by the violence of the shock and the 
concussion of the air. The remaining part of the 
regifloeat seeing the sad disaster that had be* 
iallen their companions, (not one being hurt) and 
dreading a similar catastrophe, most courageously 
look to their heels and fled with the greatest preci- 
.{ritation. The moment Admiral Elpbimton received 
jnibnnation. of the exact sitoation of the enemy*B 
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flMt,*&« VcavM nafiid With alT poiBfb' hHto, Mrt 
came so unexpectedly upon thea^ that they ^vegw 
cQhi|ieIIed to minreiider at diiciretioii. Akfaovgh tke 
Hottentoti, acting fhua in a body, sbeWed a maai* 
fek want of courage, yet it will not be denied that 
spme of theip poesen a good riiare of indifidHal 
|)raTery; though timidv they are harmlefli and 
bpneet; generoui in alfcction towarda each otbert 
aM foaceptibk of tincere |oye. and etrong friendr 
•hip. A late French traveller gifci the Ibllowinf 
relation of their Mtlkf and friendihi(i.«^<*8cm» 
1^^ iqfi he; •» had my Hottentots been asleep at 
ftdnr nrfaen m Bnipdo, attracted by the Hght^ ap^p 
prpadied etopely to ns ; but as this animal is afraM 
of i|Miu np Sooner did he ohserye us^ than ha ws| 
ScSled \pitb terror, and instantly fled. The noiie 
which hs inadein retreating spprecipitaialythrangb 
thebafhesy apid the crashing of the branpheaassah^ 
•ipd mt npoR vbich we allstarted op) aad having 
aoarthfid armnidfiir the qiaoe-of §n hoar, discbaarf- 
iag otar jpieesf at random, vre returned t0Mr frir 
TlMAifil day #i* more ilisastrous; thihislorfi 
Ihall ffkta marn at kngth, for it fvftew oeenm^i 
Ipqrpiipd; and at pfesent, afthe lira of yonth 1*^ 
ictess oonlsr, it dooi Ml lead me intosndi4Bfl«b 
^rJMa, Ijnlr hhs |iwi >NBa to eataier Umi tlie 
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ihdUer. Puning tlM tnoct of ioor ankiials witlh 
Mt ev€r lonng nght of them. Wo arrived at an 
dteaaiirely open partof the forest, in whicli there 
wepe onfy' a few ahrub^, with lome underwood. 
Paying etoi^edhere, one of my Hottentots climb* 
Od into 4 tree to get 4 better view} and casting his 
IjM eyery where aroond, he made a sign to ns to 
besiknt,by potting his finger to his mouthf and aigr 
nifiag by hjs h^od, which he opened nnd Ant eeferal 
lisMy what nomber of. Glephants ho perceived* 
When he descended, we held a cooncil; and going 
to the leeward of diem, that we might qiproacb 
widuml. being discovered, he oondncttd me through 
Ae bnriies so near, that he brought me quite dosr 
to thoM onormous animals. I afanost touched them, 
SB I may say, and yet I did not observe them; 
flion^ I can safety dechre, that my eyes were ne^ 
fterinarrd with bar. In such tituatidns one muHt 
fm great rids, apd prepare for danger. | stood 
■pen a small eminence just abore the £fephaat In 
vaindid nvf Hottentot point it ont with his finger; 
MMltwmity tipaes irepeat in an eager and impatient 
lSMe,>* There it isP* I saw nothiogof it, foi.J 
fstt my eyes toa mnohgreater distsaco; And never 
jilBeiMd that wbat i behoU bsios 
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fUtag rile Aaa arack^ nicethe mm I sawwasea* 
ti^ly notMrnkss: At length,' however, a slight 
BMnreraent attracted ray attention, and the head and 
toske ef the animal, which eclipsed its enormooB- 
body, tamed towards me. Withont losing this o|h 
portonity, or wasting my tkne in vseless contempla- 
tions, 1 rested my large fusee on its pivot, and 
taking aim at the middle of its forehead, discharged 
ny piece, upon' which it instantly dropped down 
deisd ;' whilst about thirty ipore startled by the -re^ 
port fled' on all sides. Nothing could be mora 
amusing than to see the motion of their large ean, 
which flapped about in proportion to the swiftness 
with which they ran ; but this was only a prelude 
to a much more animated scene. I was surveying 
them with great pleasure, when I fired at onie of' ' 
them as it passed close to us. By the excre- 
ments tinged vritk blood, which it dropt, I jndged 
that it was dangerously wounded, and we begaa 
Ip pumue it. Sometimes it fell, then got np, then- 
Mi again; but we were close at its heels, and still 
aade it rise by the shots we discharged at it, Oa 

the flNNrteenA shot** it turned with great fury npern 
the Hdlteiitol who bad-fired; whikt another im 
charged a fifteenth, 'which only served to increaan 
imr^i and iB'iLidhraMndKqiidlif towards is he 
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caUed out. to'.tfii.tolw on opr giiard. I :iiM Mi]y 
nrenty-five paces distant from if, loaded witk.rf7 
fusee,, which weighed thirty pounds, besides ion* 
munition;, and I was more disadvantageoosly 
situated than my people, who, not having gone jeo 
far could more easily escape the avenging trunk, 
and extricate themselves from danger. I therefore 
betook myself to my heels; but the Elephant./^ 
every step gained upon me, so that more dead tfaw 
alive, for only one at that moment ran up to defend 
me, I found no resource . but to lie down close to 
the trunk of an old tree, which was extended on 
the ground. Scarcely had I reached my resting 
place, when the animal arrived, leaped over the 
trunk, and being much frightened with the noise 
of my people, whom he heard before him, he stopt 
«hort to listen. From thie place where I lay I could 
have easily fired, as my fusee luckily was loaded; 
but tile animal had already received so many shots 
tvithout effect, and it was in so unfavourable a 
position, that, despairing to kill it by any discharge, 
I remained motionless waiting for iny fate. I how- 
.ever watched it, and resolved to sell my life at a 
^dear rate should it attempt to return towards me. 
My people uneasy for their master, called to me 
from all quarters; but I was very cautious not to 
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gif« ikm uKf aimcf . Coaviaeed hf Wf sifuM 
Ifcittkqr had loattbdr diief, they redoubled thev 
crie^ Mid were fllhd wi(h the Qtnott daqpftir. The 
Sbphaiit frightened^ immediately turned round, and 
a eeeead time jumped over the tree^ six paoee Mow 
the phce where I was, widievt perec i fing mei 
«poB which alarting np, fired with impatience is 
mj tnni« and wiihiag to ehew to my Hottenteli 
feme eigne of Kfe, I dnicharged my fimee in ili 
peaterien. The animal then entirely dieappearedf 
ieariag ofery where aa it pamed certain traeea of 
Ae cmd lituation to which we had reduced it-« 
«^ TIm picture is not yet finidied, gratitude and 
frtenddiip demand the last touch. Worthy man 
who pocMmest a feeling heart, the moment ii boW 
come, wbeni muit erect to thy memory that momi* 
ment which I promi md thee. Thou canst never 
couqarehend with what pleasure I discharge this 
dttty, vsay it confer some honour on my trsfnhg 
and oven omamott the relation of thenb It wil 
aever reach thee in the heaom of thy peacefel 
Asserts ; but ttou wert sensiUe of my team, mA 
lly femevnal wnm have pressed me to thy boema 
' WlMAMrthoBartaBveornusAered with the deajj 
4|-ifliMit The resBesdNranee of me will bo 
MBgsc and ssoro gnvioualy asseng ihjr 
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taHgelSordes, thiaii by empty trophfes',' r?ar^d" by 
'the vanity of men. — I confess myself unworthy of 
it, and I renounce it« Bat do thou, gencrdus 
'SlaaiB, young pupil of nature, whose virtuous niinid 
was never cotnipted by our elegant institutions, 
"preserve always the remembrance of thy frietid. 
'It is to thee alone, that he still addresses his telirs, 
"ivich feeling regret. When stretched out at 'the 

*'trunk of an old tree^ at the mercy of a fui^Stn 
^animal, which, tvith its wandering eye, wa^ 
*vearching for me every where around; and which, 
"If it had turned towards me, might have destroyed 
ine on the spot ; it was then that my heart, palpi- 
^ing with terror, was open to the sensations of h 
'tender sentiment inspired by one of those people, 
'ot ^hom polished nations never speak but with hor*- 
Tor and contempt ; whom, without knowing, they 

-''consider aa atrocious beings) the re^e of nature; 
•in a word, by an African Savage, a Hottentot! 
•When I left the Cape, Mr. Boers gave me this 
^ttan, as a person upon whose bravery and fidelity I 

' 4ught depend. He had expressly charged him never 
to abandon me, whether dead or alive ; promising 

1 4o reward him handsomely, if on my return to the 

' dape sonnd and safe, I should give a satisfactory 
veedflnoby respecting his behavioufr It was OdB 

F 



42 



man that never quitted me for a moment; md \Th«, 
having seen me suddenly disappear, hurried to ny 
assistance, though he sought for me in vain: 1 
Jicard him through the bushes, call me with a faint 
voice, which indicated his anxiety ; and then ad- 
dress himself to my dejected and confounded com- 
panions, who followed at a little distance, and 
reproached them with their timidity, when sur- 
rounded with danger " What will become of us," 
paid he, in his own expressive and affecting lan- 
guage, ^^ What will become of us, should we have 
the misfortune to find our unhappy master trod to 
death under the feet of the Elephant ? dare you 
ever return to the Cape without him ? with what 
face will you appear before the Fiscal? whatever 
excuse you may make, you will be considered as 
base assassins : It is you indeed who have destroyed 
him. lleturn to the Camp ; plunder and disperse 
his effects ; do whatever you choose* As for me, 
I shall never quit this place : dead or alive I must 
find my unfortunate master; I have resolved to 
pnrtMh along with him." — These words were utter- 
ed with sighs and lamentations so affecting, that 
even in the most critical moment I perceived the 
tears start from my eyes, and the tenderest sensa- 
tions succeed to terror. My firing my fusee was 
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a signal of joy; and I found myself in an histant 
snrrennded by my people, and in the arms of my 
dear Klaas^ who squeezed me so closely, that I 
could scarcely disengage my body from him. This 
faithful youth in turns kissed my person and clothes; 
whilst his companions, with the utmost sorrow, and 
in a suppliant attitude, stretched out their hands to- 
wards me as if to implore my pardon.' I took care 
to console them, for I was too highly gratified by 
this scene to disturb it by useless words and re- 
proaches. From that day, the hs^piest of my life, 
in which I knew the pleasure of being sincerely 
1)eloved, and from no motives of interest, I consi- 
dered the worthy Klaas as my equal, my brother, 
and the confidant of all my pleasures, misfortunes 
and secrets t he has more than once calmed my dis- 
quietude, and revived my drooping courage; if he 
afterwards shewed any signs of weakness, which 
were dangerous, and contrary to the good order I 
liad established among my people, this testimony of 
his attachment gave him so much power over me, 
that I could never allow myself to shew severity 
towards him, or even to alarm his heart* 

This race of people are peculiarly fond of beads, 
liottons, and other trinkets; and their desire for 
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KtroBf^ npiridi and (obftcco is so inordinate since their 
acquaintance with Europeans, that they readily part 
with even their cattle to obtain them. Tbey sel- 
dom woar any shoes, what they do wear are made 
of um)riH»ed leather, with the hairy side outwards; 
thoy Mr<^ rendered soft and pliable, by being beat 
and iiioiKtoned, and are very light and cool. Their 
habitntions arc, some of them of a circular, and 
liomo of an obloni; form, resembling a round bee- 
hi\t«, or a vault; tho ground plan is from 18 to 20 
fi*i«( iu diametpn In the highest of them it is 
ttoiircoly possiMo for a middlc^ized man to stand 
upriglu. — Hut noither tho lowncss of the but nor 
that of thi' dt>or, which is barely three feet high, 
can \^> eoHsidere«l an inoumbrancc to a Hottentot^ 
who finds no diiUouhy in stooping and crawling on 
All-lour^, 'thtt iire-place is in the middle, and they 
^v^ or lie round it in a circle. The door is the only 
pUce I hilt admits the li^ht \ and, at the same time the 
only outK^i that is left for the smoke* — The Hotr 
teutoCy inuftHl to it from hU infancy, sees it hover 
round him« without feelius; the least inconvenience 
arism^ from ii to his eyes ; while rolled up like a 
Ueii£:^ho^^ and wrapped snug in his skin, he lies 
at the bottom uf his hut« quite at his ease in the 
midst of this cloud« excepting thai he is now and 
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then MigeA to emerge from fodneath his sheep 
skin, in t>rder to stir the fire, or perhaps to light 
his pipe, or sometimes, to turn the steak he is broils 
iog over the faggots, The order of these hats, ill 
a kraal, or clan, is most frequently in thejform of a 
circle, with the doors inward ; by which means a 
kind of yard is formed, where the cattle are kept 
at nighty the milk, as soon as it is taken from th^ 
cow, is put to other milk which is curdled, and is 
kept in a skin bag, the hairy side of Which being 
considered the cleanest, is turned inwards, sothA 
the milk is never drank while it is sweet* Thd^ 
eastern district of the colony, several hundred miles 
from 'Cape-town, is inhabited by a singular race of 
people called Gafirees, whose chief ck^cupativitB are 
breeding cattle and attending to jkuinerous fiocks of 
sheep, in which consist their riches. These savages 
are quite black, but of a pleasing countenance^ 
The men are very tall and well made; the women 
are comely and majestic in their deportment. A 
few of theCaffrees travelled the distance of near four 
hundred miles to see us, and pay their respects .to 
the Generaly among whom was one of their chiefs 
or princes. Their caravan consisted of two tamt 
bnllocks and several sheep, which were so com^ 
fletely .docile, as to follow them like dogs, and 
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were carefiilty attended by their owners, who ap- 
peared extremely fond of those useful and peaceable 
animak Indeed practical humanity appears to 
form a prominent trait in 'the character of these 
people ; their manners similar to those of the earli- 
est nations in the world, and, except in point of 
exterior appearance in dress, we may compare 
them to the shepherds and shepherdesses of old, 
whose fascinating manners will live for ever in the 
works of Poets and Historians. The dress of the 
Caffirees is generally composed of Leopards or 
Tygers skins, loosely thrown over their shoulders ; 
of which they prefer the former. Their passion 
for trifling ornaments (particularly beads) is still 
greater than that of the Hottentots ; the women may 
be literally said to be covered with them ; and a 
gilt button is prized by the men far more than the 
brightest jewel in the regalia of a monarch. Most 
of our people observing their visitors eyes sparkling 
at the sight of the precious objects (which might be 
bought at Bii mingham for two-pence a dozen) cut 
off the buttons from their clothes and presented them 
to the prince ; he received them with rapture, and 
distributed them equally between himself and his 
companions, who capered about delighted beyond 
expression. The Prince was distingubhed by an 
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iTory*ring round tlie upper part of Lis arm« This 
dignity is not hereditary among them, but must be 
acquired by feats of courage and activity ; a prince 
must have killed a Lion, a Bear, and a Bosjesman 
or (as we say) Bushman. The Commanding 
Officer made the Prince a present of a few shirts, 
and a firelock with ammunition ^ with which he was 
much pleased. The weapons in use among the 
CafTrees are darts or spears, about two yards long, 
which they throw with astonishing expertness and 
precision. I have seen the Prince throw one of 
them, and pierce a mark at the distance of fifty 
yards: this he performed several times succesHvely 
to our surprise and admiration. He shewed me 
several wounds that he had received from the wild 
beasts he had attacked, and with which this country 
abounds. His height, was, as near fis I could 
guess, about six feet two inches, and he had a 
strong proportionate body, with limbs stout and 
well made. . 

Those people called Bushmen, who inhabit the 
mountains in the interior part of the country N. EL 
of Cape-town, are averse to the pastoral life; 
Some of their maxims are to live by hunting aa4 
plunder, and never to keep any animal alive for the 
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space of one night On this acconnt they themselyes 
are pnraaed, and sometimes exterminated like wild 
beasts, or taken and made slaves o£ Bushes and 
clefils in rocks serve them by turns for dwellings. 
Many of them are entirely naked, but some of them 
cover their body with the skin of any kind of 
animal, great or small, from the shoulder down- 
wards as far as it will reach, wearing it till it falls 
from their backs in rags. Ignorant of agriculture, 
They are obliged to wander over hills and dales, 
after certain wild roots, berries, and plants, which 
they eat raw. Their table, however, is composed 
of several other dishes, among which are the 
larvae of insects, (the Catterpillars from which 
Butterflies are produced) white Ants, Grasshop* 
pers, Snaib, and Spiders. Yet with all these 
changes of diet the Bushman is nevertheless fre- 
quently in want. — When captured as a slave, he 
exchanges his meagre fare for the luxury of but- 
termilk, frumerty, or hasty pudding, «nd some- 
times becomes fat in a few weeks. This good living, 
however, is soon imbittered by the grumbling of 
his master and mistress, and he must frequently 
bear, perhaps, a few curses or blows, for neglect 
and indolence. Disliking labour, and, from his 
corpulency, become less capable of bearing it, b$ 
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now pines after his fonner uncontrouled and wan* 
dering life, which he generally endeavours to re- 
gain by escaping. Among the quadrupeds of this 
country are, Antelopes, which go in herds (some 
writers say) of 20 or 30,000 each; Buffaloes, 
Giraffes or Gamelopardalises ; the Gemesbock, 
Cblunois^ a species of Antelope, which has remark- 
ably long and sharp horns^ and, when attacked by 
dogs, will sit on it^s hind quarters, and defend it- 
self. Dogs, much larger than the Jackal, which 
also travel in herds, and are very destructive to flocks 
of sheep ; Elks ; Hyaenas ; the Roedo, an animal 
of a mousen^olour, rather larger than our deer, 
witb. three white stripes over the back, the male 
having very large twisted horns; the Quacha, a 
qpecies of Zebra, but more tractable ; the double 
homed Rhinoceros; and the Hippopotamus, or 
River-horse, is frequently seen here. Lions, Ty- 
gers, Panthers, Leopards, Bears, Ac, are very 
nimierouB ; as also Wolves, which infest the 
country, abundantly: they frequently visited the 
canp by night, and sometimes came close to our 
teBts howling hideously as they passed ; their pace 
18 generally a high trot A man who had been 
buried in front of the camp, was torn from his 
f»ve during the night, and devoured by a Wolf, 
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as was generally supposed; Iiowever, I '. 
curiosity to examine the marks of the anim 
next morning, which were plainly imprintec 
fresh earth, and I had little doubt from th< 
that the voracious robber was a Tyger. An 
of Dragoons, on his way from the Cape t 
Bay, (a distance of about 26 miles) was £ 
by one of these animals of an enormous sizi 
common, which he was obliged to pass, 
fortunately mounted on a good horse, at wl 
Tyger suddenly made a spring, and tore av 
of the poor beast's flesh behind. This 
added wings to his natural fleetncss. and 
able to escape w*ith his rider to the camp of ] 
burgh, whence some soldiers were instar 
patched, well armed, to destroy the ferocic 
mal, which, however, made its escape. 
my stay at the Capo, a Bear was taken in i 
and presented to the Commander in Chief. ] 
to amuse the Officers^ (it being the time of th 
the Bear was turned loose, when it was e 
he would have afforded some diversion in i 
of a hunt ; but the brute when freed b 
bonds, instead of attempting to get aw 
quietly on his guard against the dogs. The 
seeing the creature would afford them no di 
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were much disappointed, and with bayonets and 
sticks they soon put an end to his existence. The 
beasts of prey are so daring, that they have been 
known to invade the villages about the Cape, to the 
great annoyance of the inhabitants. It is recorded 
of a widow who resided on a remote plantation 
with her two sons, neither of whom were arrived 
at manhood : — One gloomy night she and her fa- 
mily w^re aroused by the noise and bellowing of the 
catde, which were in an inclosure not far distant, 
every one fled to arms and hastened to the place 
from whence the noise proceeded. Arrived at the 
spot, they found a Lion, which, having got over 
the fence, was making dreadful destruction amongst 
the cattle; no resource was left but to enter 
the inclosure, surround the ferocious animal, and 
kill him. None of her slaves had, however, suffi- 
cient courage to attempt this bold design; nor 
would her sons present themselves before the fero- 
cious beast. In this dilemma the intrepid widow 
entered alone^ armed with a fusee ; and advancing 
to the Lion, which, on account of the darkness of 
the night, was scarcely visible, she discharged her 
piece; but unfortunately the animal being only 
wounded, darted upon her with the utmost fury 
and thre^ her down. On hearing the cries of their 




Tli« Tyirer of Africa, wfcoK mrtagk I 

''Mra{f€ are not infinrior to die lioiiV, is a^ 

fonnidabfe eneny to encounter; for in die honti 

of bim the |^at«t circnni^iection and care i 

netmury. A Ute traTclJer gives die following 

Mont"^^ In tlie mean time the Tyger set af 

dreadful howling \ and I every moment imagiii 

Hmi I HAW him springing forwards. The dogs, 

I he least motion which he made, retreated w 

f>raci|iitatlon and scampered away as fast as th< 

•pgi oowM carry them. Some mnsquet shots, ho 

•ver, drcd at random, at lengdi determined i 
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aaimal: heinfltaDtly. started up; and this suddea 
spparitioii was a signal for every body to decamp ! 
The stoutest .of my party being overcome by terror, 
led towards the rest, and abandoned me to my 
fitfe. I was, therefore, left with no other atten- 
dant mhn my Hottentot; and the Tyger, to gain 
another bosh, passed at the distance of fifty paces, 
which gave us an opportunity of saluting him iu his 
passage, with three discharges of our musquets. 
The Inish in which he took shelter, was smaller, 
and neither so high nor so thick as that which he 
had jost quitted* Some traces of blood which I 
observed, gave me reason to believe that I had 
wounded him; and the redoubled fury of the dogs 
convinced me that I was right in my conjecture* 
Part of my people then approached me, but the 
greater number had entirely disappeared. We 
harrassed the animal for above an hour more, aud 
fired above forty shots into the bush, till at length 
being tired, and losing all patience at this sport, 
which produced nothing, I mounted my horse, and 
with great precaution went to the side opposite to 
the dogs, imagining that, while his attention was 
engaged in defending himself from them, I might 
easily surprise him behind. The event shewed that 
\ was not deceived : I soon observed him squatted 
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iMrrettcd bncc, wbick I urneJ m ue bow 
MtUIc. Thu precduuoo, however, wu nc 
Aiul ader 1 lud bred, I saw nothing more ( 
TJiough I W8tt ceruio >liu I had hit him, it 
Iwve lic«n highly imprudent to penetrate 
iliiUely inio the ihickeL Not hearing him, 
[loveil llint he wna dniigf roiuly wouuded; an 
tng out to Huch or Diy brollier Rport^men i 
coIIx.IvlI togothtr, " My friends," said I, ' 
nU ftdvAiice toward:) him. in « close line o-fr 
Itff Irn ilill ftlivi>, tind makB liia appearand 
1^ lliiiiluu-ged Ki oiict^t miut destroy hini, 
' U|ii)n heariDg tbrae woj 
d with one voice; but iheir aasr 
In tthitr^ my proposal v 
body: find with indi^i 
*^ yrwnd,''' Hid 1 to my H 
t IwM Auiuuled than hia m<wtF 
wr be dv-Ad. or esiremety i 
I in the nanie man: 
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did, and endeavour to discover in what siluation 
he is : leave me to guard the entrance^ and, if he 
attempts to escape, I hope, I shall be able to dis- 
patch him. We may complete the business without 
the assistance of these poltroons/^ He had no 
sooner entered, than he called out to me, that he 
perceived the Tyger extended at his length, without 
any apparent motion ; and that he believed him to 
be dead. That he might, however be sure of it, 
he fired one shot more ; upon w*hich I ran up, my 
whole body being agitated with exuhation, while 
my courageous Hottentot shared in my transports. 
Joy having redoubled our strength, we dragged 
the animal to the open plain ; and, when displayed 
to view, he appeared to be of an enormous size. 
I then began to take his dimensions with the utmost 
exactness: from the extremity of his tail to the top 
of his muzzle, he measured seven feet two inches ; 
and in circumference two feet ten.^^ The Baboons, 
or, as they are commonly called in Britain, hairy 
Men, are very numerous, some of them growing 
to a monstroiiB size. These animals may be seen in 
tribes of several hundreds together on the Cape- 
Mountains, and it is worthy of remark, that one of 
the largest is frequently in front, to give the alarm 
to his brethren in case of danger. They are in the 
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luAit of visiting fimn-yftrds, daring the night 
March'of food, and akhongh the fanners are g 
rally well provided with fire-arms and dogs, i 
seldom fail, from their wonderfol sagacity and 
tion, to succeed in their enterprizes. The Bull 
here are commonly used in ploughing, drav 
waggons, &c«, and nearly resemble ours in ei 
thing but the horns, which are very long. 
Cape-Horses are small, but remarkably swift; 
Sheep bear not the least resemblance to ours, ei 
in shi^ or flavour ; they have a sort of hair 
their bodies instead of wool, and are q>otted 
dogs \ their tails weigh from eight to twelve poi 
each, and some more, consisting chiefly of £ 
fat. 

In the Bay near the Cape, Whales are cai 
in great nambers ; they are something smaller t 
those of Greenland, but produce more oil in ] 
portion to their sise. They are caught nearly in 
same manner as in other seas. One of the I 
pooners strikes the fish in the most vulnerable p 
Mid if he be wonnded mortally, he pfainges in 
dialely downwards, for which reason the 
whereunto the harpoon or dart is attached, musl 
foiled so as to run out with ease, otherwise 
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boat would be apset; for each is the rapidity with 
which the rope nun over the side, that freqaent 
instances have been known of the boat^s taking fire. 
Other vesseb in reserve immediately row up to as- 
nat, and the ponderoos fish is with difficuhy towed 
towards the shore. The Colonists have hou8:?s close 
to the beach, for the purpose of extracting the oil. 
Hie fresh water at Cape-town is excellent both for 
calinary and domestic purposes; being so peculi- 
arly soft as to require very little soap to wash the 
fimlest linen* Fuel is very scarce here, there 
being nothing but wood, which the slaves fetch 
from forartB ieai or twelve miles^ up the country! 
They carry it with much fatigue across their shoul- 
ders, by means of a supple bamboo. About the 
htter end of May, 1799, a disturbance broke out 
between the Caflrees .and the Dutch, in consequence 
of the Boors encroaching on the territory of the 
Cafirees, and seizing on their cattle without pay- 
■ent The latter provoked at this treatment, as- 
sembled in great bodies, and destroyed many of the 
d^edators, with their habitations. In this emer- 
gncy, the Boors applied to our Commander in 
CU^ to send troops for their protection ; which 
was complin with. The detachment was accom- 
panied with as much artillery as could be spared, 

9 



58 



and for the greater expedition, a number of wa 
gone were put in requisition which usually travel 
the rate of seven miles an hour, having four a 
sometimes six horses in each. The military < 
camped with the Dutch at Grafamaate, and sco 
ing parties, were sent out during the night. . 
Officer of the 81st. regiment of foot, with twen 
one privates and a drummer, unfortunately fell 
with a large body of Caffrees, armed with poison 
darts, and overpowered by numbers, were ev< 
soul slain. We never could bring these savages 
a general engagement ; for when we formed in 
body, they wouldl disperse, and re-asscmble on 1 
adjacent hills, sometimes to the amount as was si 
of 18,000, where they made strange noises, a 
by their gestures seemed to set our little army 
defiance. They surprised us several times, a 
took away our bullocks, which we generally 
covered, by pursuing them very closely. 

Finding their numbers daily increase, the Co 
mander in Chief judged it expedient to join us w 
a strong; reinforcement, and having surrounded the 
th«y were compelled to surrender at discretio 
after which an Officer of Artillery, and a few rti 
were left at Algoa B^y. On the 27th. of Jui 
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early in the evening, a water-spout burst over the 
Table-mountain, and rolled such a body of water 
into the garrisDn, that the houses at the entrance, 
were, in a short time inundated, nearly five feet ; 
and several slaves were drowned, who were pas- 
sing with wood from the country. The streets 
near the Castle were overflowed; boats were im- 
mediately procured to pick up the inhabitants ; a 
Dutchman and a private belonging to the Royal 
Artillery were drowned: horses, pigs, and other 
animals floated in every direction ; and the most 
dismal cries rendered the scene very affecting. The 
garrison drums beat to arms, and minute guns were 
fired from the castle, until the violence of the water 
abated* Such a circumstance had never before 
happened in the memory of the oldest inhabitant. 
The Dutch consider the year as divided into two 
seasons, which they denominate Monsoons; the 
wet Monsoon, or Winter, and the * dry one, or 
Summer, the first begins with our Spring, the latter 
when our Summer ends. In the damp season, the 
Cape is much subject to fogs ; and from the middle 
of the wet Monsoon, it rains almost continually till 
8ummer ; the weather is cold, raw, and unpleasant, 
but never more rigorous than our Autumn. Water 
never* freezes to above the thickness of half a 
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crown, and, as soon as the sun appears, tl 
dissolved. The Cape is rarely visited by 
and lightning, excepting" a little, near the 
the season?. 

On the 16tb. of February, 1801, a deti 
selected from different corps, were ordered 
pare for a secret expedition. I made one 
number, and on the ITth. we embarked in 
Nymph Transport, and sailed on the 18t 
after being at sea four days, a signal was mad 
Commander to return to Table Bay. It ap 
that our vessel was too crank to lay cloe 
wind. We therefore took on board more 
and sailed again on the 30th. in company ^ 
Sheerness and Wilhelmina. Hitherto I hj 
rienced very little of the unpleasantness c 
faring life, but it*now fell-to my lotto wit 
terrors of a most tempestuous sea. On th< 
April, a violent storm came on, which, for 
time, tilled me with fear and apprehensi^ 
hatches were nailed down for several d 
nights, whilst we were scudding before tl 
nearly under bare poles; and the decks belo 
su deep iu water, that the men^s chests ai 
thing else that was moveable were floating i 
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of the vesBel to the other, breaking and knock- 
ing down whatever opposed their course. This 
scene was troly alarming, particularly at the iqp- 
proach of evening. On the 13th. the gale providen- 
tially subsided; and on the 15th. I caught a 
Bonetta, which weighed upwards of ten pounds. 
On the IGth. a strange sail hove in sight, which 
proYed to be a Portuguese ship from Batavia. On 
the 19di. we fell in with the Nottingham Indiaman 
from Bombay ; she informed us that she had passed 
through a fleet of fourteen sail, with troops on 
iioard for the Red Sea, but had separated from 
them in the late storm. 

On the 22d. we crossed the Tropic, about seven 
in the morning ; and at ten the next day, we made 
the Island of Johanna, or Hinzuan, one of the 
Comora Islands, lying opposite to the coast of Zan- 
guiabar, in Africa, governed by a Colony of 
Arabs. The Mountains are lofty and beautifully 
adorned with wood, principally fruit trees; fine 
streams are numerous, and the grass and trees are 
green throughout the year. Rice, peas, yams, 
cocoa-nuts, oranges, lemons, citrons, pine-apples, 
cucumbers, sugar-canes, tamarinds, and boney are 
produced here in abundance. 
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The animals are Goats, Tortoises, Camelions^ 
and a kind of Buffaloes, having a large hump on 
their shoulders, which is said to be very delicious 
eating. The town where th& King resides is at the 
ea^t-side of the Island, and though it is nearly 
three quarters of a mile in length ; it scarcely con- 
tains 200 houses, some of them are built wuth stone, 
and they generally have a portico to protect them 
from the violent rays of the sun. There is generally 
a large and lofty room in the better sort of houses 
for the accommodation and reception of guests, the 
other apartments being appropriated to the females. 
Their religion allows a plurality of wives, and 
likewise concubines. So extremely jealous are they 
of them, that they never permit any man to see the 
women, but female strangers are allowed admission 
into the Haram, and many English Ladies, whose 
curiosity has led them to visit there, make very 
favourable reports of their beauty and richness of 
dress, displayed in a variety of ornaments in gold, 
silver, and beads in form of necklaces, bracelets, 
ear^ringB ; they wear half a dozen, and sometimes 
more in each, through holes perforated along the 
outer rim of the ear. Though Johanna is not the 
largest, it may be considered as the principal of the 
Comora Islands; it claims sovereijrntv oyer, and 
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exacts tribute from all the others. They have seem- 
ingly a regular government, and exercise the Ma- 
hometan religion, vrhich was introduced by the 
Arabs, when they first settled here, after having 
driven the original inhabitants into the mountains, 
who still keep up a perpetual warfare with them. 
The natives are of a deep copper complexion, with 
neat features, and animated countenances. They 
consider a black streak under the eye as highly or- 
namental, and this they make every day with a 
kind of painting-brush dipped in that colour. They 
are very temperate and abstemious, wine and other 
intoxicating liquors being forbidden them by the 
law of Mahomet. 

They are frequent in prayer attending their 
mosques three or four times a day, and they allow 
«trangers to enter them, provided they take off 
theif* shoes, where they have an opportunity of ob- 
wnring the fervency of their devotion. In praying 
they prostrate themselves on the ground, frequently 
kissing it with a devotional fervency. In general 
they appear to be a civil and well-disposed people, 
and in their dealings very fair and honest, though 
there are some inclined to theft, notwithstanding 
tlie panisbment of it is very examplary, being am- 
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of bdtk hiads of the offender. — The 
like tkoee of most hoc countries, are i] 
hm Md do not iaiprove hj their labour the rich 
9i their rTriirnrnt foil, bvt leave it to nature 
flvtf to bring; forth the productions of the place 
^i^ocb d« is Ter^ boiuitifiil and boieficent. 
It. 14. & Lob. 41. 4& £. 



Fran the int to the seventh of May D?e had 
raiiiT weather, attended with sqoalls. On 
ninth we can^ a very large shark, by means 
rnjpe with a chain attached to the hook, which 
bailed wkh a large fnece of pork. These vora 
feb before they seize their prey always torn on 
back« and in this iMnner dart on it with ce 



Oi ibr ICkk we crossed the Equinoctial Line 
4Na ^ 15ih. we saw Ci^ Orfiie, and next 
iM^ Ope Gnardafok On the 17th. we perc 
^.Hai Felix, and on the 18th. St. Peter's M 
x^Vv^ is v<sry biarb and apparently barren 
IV :^\^ vf^ sailed past Bird, Burnt, or ^ 
IsiUWx >N^x^ appears nothing more than a { 
^ \\^\^ uvls^ Here we were becalmed four 
A*i ssi^*^ H iMt» luicoarfbrtably warm. Oi 
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25tb. we hove in sight of Aden, and the same day 
entered the Bay. Immediately on our anchor- 
ing, the ship was surrounded by people from the 
town, chiefly Arabs, each seated on a singular kind 
of raft formed of three logs of wood, about « the 
tWckness of a man^s thigh, lying close to the water 
*^e. This raft, very common in India, is termed 
^ Catamaran ; on which the natives venture to sea, 
^nd manage it by means of a paddle, with great 
feterity. When the sea is calm, and a moderate 
freeze blows, they can extend a sail, which in 
fouglj weather they keep bound round the body. 
The people who visited us were mostly fishermen, 
^ho had their lines and hooks arranged in good 
order round their turbans. They seemed very so- 
<^i^ble, and sold us various kinds of fish. In the 
afternoon the Governor came on board with some 
Attendants. His dress consisted of a white robe 
And a turban trimmed with gold. The Commanding 
^cer on board presented him with a sword and 
telescope, which he politely received, and appeared 
nighly gratified with the trim of our vessel, Next 
% I went on shore, and although I had not con- 
ceived any great idea of the beauty of the town, 
from it's appearance at a distance, I was much dis- 
appointed at finding it worse in every respect than 

I 
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I could have imagined, being the most w: 
spot that can possibly be conceived. Hisi 
forms us that this was formerly one of the 
sea-ports in Arabia Felix, and I may , without 
lion, venture to affirm it now one of the poore 
world. The inhabitants are chiefly Arabs, 
place is under the government of the Tur 
which reason spirituous liquors and wines, 
to be procured at any rate. I could only j 
a little water, which was brackish and 
warm, with a small calabash of honey, a fei 
rinds, cocoa-nuts and eggs ; for which I p2 
extravagantly. Such is the heat of the 
here, that the sands literally burnt my feet, 
attempted to walk on them without shoes. 
every person we meet with here is a begg 
very importunate. In the evening I bathe 
afterwards prevailed on an old Arab by giv; 
money, to suffer me to mount his Catf 
which I found I could manage with grei 
One of the natives made me a present of 
fishing-line, and described to me their mc 
^S^ii^gi At which they are astonishingly 
At the back of the town rise high mounta 
which I observed there had been fortificatic 
brass gun, twenty feet long, and nine inches 
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i)ore, still remained, together with a few stone 6hot. 
The dried appearance of the country made me wish 
to get on board, and after supplying the ship with 
wood and water, we sailed on the evening of the 
20du in hopes of mdcing a favourable passage 
tbough the dangerous straits of Babel mandel. 
On the 26th. we passed St. Anthony, after having 
been obliged to anchor several times to stem the 
Mk currents and wind, which set against us from 
the Red Sea. Several attempts were made to warp 
the ship, but without effect. This operation is per- 
formed by carrying out an anchor by a boat to 
some distance a-head, and hauling upon it till the 
ship approaches the anchor, which is then weighed 
and carried further, thus, by much labour, it is 
possible to advance a little in calm weather against 
a current not so rapid, as that we had to encoun- 
ter here. Whilst we were employed in this manner 
a number of birds called Boobies, were taken ; they 
they are about the size of a pigeon, and in my 
opinion are very justly named; for they will sit 
quietly on the rigging till caught by the hand. On 
the second of June, we passed eight small islands 
denominated the Eight Brothers; and two days 
after we attempted to pass the straits of Babel- 
numdel, (which signify the Gate of Affliction) 
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liaving a hir brisk wind : night coming on, how- 
erer, obliged as to gtand off tiU morning, the pas- 
sage being narrow, and full of shoals. To me it 
appeared scarcely a league wide. In the afternoon 
of the next day we got through with much dii^ 
culty, on account of the baffting winds and eddies: 
I observed that the land on the Abyssinian shore 
was low and even; and on the opposite coast, (a 
district of Arabia Felix) seemed little more than 
a chain of lofty mountains; at the foot of which* 
on the be^ch, I discovered some huts and a nimiber 
of Pelicans. Lat 12. 40. N. Lon. 44. Sa £. On 
the 6th. we dropped our anichor to prevent drifting, 
and the next day in the forenoon, we brought to at 
Mocha, the richest and most populous town of the 
Red Sea. Its appearance from the road^stead is 
very formidable, being surrounded by a wall and 
other fortifications. I spent a whole day on shore 
for the purpose of making what observations I 
could on the place and its inhabitants, who consist 
chiefly of Arabs, Moors, Gentoos, and Turks : It 
18 under the government of the latter, and therefi>re 
Mttwy pleasant to Englishmen, who do Qot ad<? 
mm the Mahometan law, which makes it a crime 
to drink or aell either wine or qurits. By the help 
f^ 4 conpanipn, however, I, after a long search, 
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found oat a coffiee-housif kept bj a Gentoo, where 
we ordered dinner, and renewed our walk. The 
beat of tbis climate soon made us desirous of re- 
freshment, which we almost despaired of finding, 
dJl a person we met by accident informed us, that 
in the suburbs lived a Jew, who sold a kind of 
cordial loufer the rote. With some difficulty we 
found out this kind Israelite, who received us with 
OMch civility, and supplied, our wants, first placing 
a watch round the house to prevent surprise. Our 
luMt was a venerable old man, with a long white 
beard. The cottage was delightfully situated, in 
tbe midst of luxuriant trees and rich vegetation, 
but its interior was strongly marked with that 
enemy of all mankind, poverty. The poor children 
Were as naked as Hottentots ; the Jew took us into 
ft small grotto, and during our stay, endeavoured 
to make us comfortable ; but being ignorant of oar 
language, he was unable to give us the intelligence 
we wanted, respecting the manners and customs of 
the country. After sitting about an hour, we re* 
paid his civility and departed, taking a bottle of his 
cordial with us. On returning to the coffee-house^ 
We foun^ our dinner ready, consisting of broiled 
fipk, eggs, and a kind of bread from rice, whereon 
ire regaled heartily ; daring our meal we were fan* 
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ncd with Ostrich-feathers, by people who fre- 
qaent pubhc places for thatparpose. On calling for 
a bill, we were surprised to find that the whole 
came to no more than seven-pence halfpenny a 
piece ! The streets of this town swarm with people 
of all ranks, of which the beggars are not the least 
numerous; the streets are regular, and some of the 
buildings are elegant and commodious. We en- 
deavoured to get a peep into the mosques, but so 
jealous are the Turks of their temples being pro- 
faned by the feet and eyes of a Christian, that we 
were in danger of paying dearly for our curiosity. 
The trade of Mocha consists principally in coffee ; 
and the inhabitants manufacture shawls, linen for 
turbans, &c. Their looms are very different from 
ours, and curiously constructed. I got a sight of 
the Governor's stables, which exceeded in order 
and cleanliness any thing of the kind I had ever 
seen. The horses were Arabian, very beautiiiil 
and full blood. The Turks and Arabs are excel- 
lent horsemen, astonishingly expert in their military 
exercise and manoeuvres, particularly in wheeling 
•nddenly. They carry a spear and shield in the 
- Itenner • of (he Moors, and are great adepts at 
Attack and defence with the scimitar ; we also saw 
a nuod^r of fine camels belonging to the governor. 
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I was sorry I had not time .to examine the fortifi- 
cations, which appear to be in a tolerable state of 
repair.. I could distinguish two block-houses, one 
to the north, and the other to the south, and a great 
number of guns moilinted in the old style. Mocha 
is situated on a low ground, along the sea shore, 
affording commodious wharfs and good landing 
places; the water is good, and easily procured, 
and provisions are remarkably cheap. — The popu- 
lation is supposed to be about 10,000, besides a 
great number of Jews and Arminians, who inhabit 
the suburbs. The women, except a small number 
of the common sort, never appear in the streets in 
the day time, but visit each other in the evening. 
Over their other dress they Avear a large veil of 
painted calico, that they can see through without 
being seen. They have also little buskins of 
morocco leather. Some of the women of rank are* 
handsome, and not browner than the Spanish 
women. It is seated in a dry sandy country, 
abounding in Date Trees. Lat. 13. 19. N. Lon. 
43. 23. East. The town is 500 miles south of 
Mecca, which is resorted to by Pilgrims, to offer 
up their devotions at the tomb of Mahomet, from 
the remotest parts of the Ottoman Empire. I 
could not help remarking here, what power reli- 
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Mocha^ who live by diving, we soon reco^fered 
it. These men have a machine, which they place 
over their nose, before they go down, and which 
keeps their nostrils close together. On diving, each 
of them took a cord, which they lashed round the 
anchor, so that we were able to haul it up. On 
the 1 2th. we moored ship, expecting the wind to bo 
unfavourable for some time ; but on the 18th. a 
light southerly breeze sprung up, and we held our 
course up the Red Sea. We were now grievously 
afflicted with a disorder of a singular nature ; cer- 
tain parts of our bodies being so completely exco- 
riated, that we were scarcely able to walk across 
the deck. The only effectual remedy in these cases, 
is lime-juice^ which we found very painful when 
applied to the sores. Our bread was now nearly 
exhausted, and as this was an article we could not 
procure, in any great quantity at Mocha, we made 
use of rice in lieu of it, which proved but an in- 
different substitute, particularly when eaten with 
salt pork. On the 20th. the wind being favourable, 
I caught fifteen Dolphins, the least weighing 
seven or eight pounds, the largest nearly twenty. 
The manner in which I caught them, was by strik- 
ing them with a barbed dart, from the sprit-sail- 
yard, where I was seated. I struck several that 
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dttelraf«4 A.— .Irtj bwm At duly before 
omM 9etae ifccs. TVr have mk that deiki 
isTioor iHbai cooked, wlick lOMe ■rtwaiily fa 
jucnbed t» tiKB. bene id aj opinioii. imt an 
MTorj ifh. Tbe Dolphhi chaages iCs col 
fTenr moseat wben djins; and exhibits to the 
er^ry Tarioos dot of tbe rainbow. Their dy 
Dioments are grandly described in the words 
the Poet: 

^ From humish*d scales they beam refulgent re 
Till all the glowing Ocean seems to blaze : 
Soon to the sport of death the crew repair. 
Dart the long lance, or spread the baited snan 
Unerring aim'd, the missile weapon fiew. 
And plunging struck the fated victim thro'*, 
IV upturning points his ponderous hulk sustai 
On dtrk he struggles with convulsive pain ; 
Hut while his heart the fated javHin thrills, 
Andjlieting life escapes in sanguine rills. 
What radiant changes strike the astonished sigh* 
tFhat glowing hues of mingled shade and tig} 
Not ffml beauiirs gild the lucid west, 
W^ puHmg bmms all oV profiuelydresL 
' JIM Itv^lif r €olmirs paint the vernal dawn, 
''Mmi ariM Aw« impmrl tK" enametd lawn s 
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. Than f rem his sides in bright suffusion flow^ 
Than now with gold imperial seem to glow ; 
Now in pellucid sapphires meet the view^ 
And emsdate the soft celestial hue; 
Now beam a flaming crimson on the eye^ 
And now assume the purpUPs deeper dye : 
But here description clouds each shining ray: — 
What terms of art can naiur^s pofuPrs display?'^'* 

FALCONER. 

On the Slst we spoke a strange sail, bound for 
Mocha; on the dOth. sailed with a fair wind past 
«ome barren mountains. On the first of July it 
blew very fresh and carried away our fore-top-sail. 
On the 4th. we came opposite to some small low 
islands. Next day a beautiful hawk flew on board, 
which we caught On the 7th. we passed Jidda, 
a sea-port of Mecca, in Arabia Felix. The coun- 
try produces nothing as an object of trade^, but 
Ahnonds ; of these the British, who are peculiarly 
lavoured here, ship about 4 or 500,000 weight 
«very year to the East Indies. It is situated on 
a sandy soil, without much water, and they have to 
import all their proyisiong from Egypt, and the cir- 
4;amjacent places. Lat. 21. 16. N. — It^s Bay is 
;rery dangerous, being rocky und full of shoals. 
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Kvcn the pilots of the country are liable to mistakes, 
.ts the shoals sometimes change their situation, by 
the prevalence of certain winds. The Forte ^ a fine 
Frigate, captured from the French, was lost here 
not long since, although a pilot, well acquainted 
with the Bay, was on board. She struck on a shell 
a-licad, whilst she had seven iathoms-water a-baft 
The heat of this latitude, for several days, was 
almost insupportable. 

Nrft far from hence is the celebrated city of 

Mecca, (the birth place of the arch-impostor ' Ma-. 

hornet) seated on a sterile spot, environed by a 

number of small hills. It is principally supported 

by the thousands of Pilgrims who annually resort 

here to offer up their prayers at the shrine of Mar 

hornet. The town is exceedingly well of for water, 

which renders it very convenient for those Pilgrims 

>vho arc travelling to Medina, and yet there is but 

little garden stuff. They have, however, several 

kinds of fruit, as grains, melons, &c. The heat 

is so very intense that the inhabitants generally 

sleep on the top of their houses for the sake of 

coolness. Amongst the principal buildings, the 

most remarkable is the Kaha, or house of God, 

\\M in high veneration by some of thp people, 
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even before the days of Mahomet, and said to have 

been Abraham^s house of pi^ayer. The Kaba is a 

kind of square tower, covered at the top with a 

piece of- >black silk stuff embroidered with gold. 

The arcades which surround the square are very 

splendid, and illuminated with a number of lamps 

and candlesticks, made of gold and silver. In the 

Kaba there is a curious memento, the famous black 

stone said to have been brought from heaven by 

the angel Gabriel! and which every Musselman is 

obhged to kiss, or at least touch every time he goes 

round the Kaba I Here also is the well of Zemzen, 

said to have been that where Hagar quenched the 

thirst of Ishmael. It lies in lat. 21. 45. N. Ion. 40. 

t 

55. E. — The Alcoran; or, Mahometan-Gospel, 

is universally allowed to be written with the utmo&t 

elegance and purity of language, in the dialect of 

the tribe of Koreish, the most noble and polite of 

all the Arabians; but with some mixture, though 

very rarely, of other dialects. It is confessedly 

the standard of the ^rabic tongue, and, as the 

more orthodox believe, and are taught by the book 

itself, unequalled by any human pen, (though some 

sectaries ar^ of another opinion) and therefore 

maintained as a permanent miracle, greater than 

(bat of raising the dead, and alone sufficient to con- 
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ifce wcrUof kidiTBeanguaL Audi 
■inde did MakowikHeifckiei J appeal I 
coiififion of kis bhbod, pdbfickhr chalk 
tbe BOit eloqacBt mat in Arabia, (which ' 
that tine ttatked with thoosands, whose sole 
and aabkioB were to excel in elegance of si 
their compositions) to produce even a single 
ter that can be compared with it To the 
and harmony of expression, some ascribe a 
ibrce and effect of the Alcoran ; which the] 
sider as a sort of music, equally capable with 
species of that art, to ravish and delight the ei 
this, Mahomet succeeded so well, and so stra 
captivated the minds of his audience, that s< 
of his opponents thought it the ei^ct of witc 
and enchantment Others have attributed the 
of the Alcoran to the frequent mention of re 
and punishments ; heaven and hell occurring i 
in every page. The Koran is usually divide 
thirty sections named Ajza, which are subd: 
into four parts. These divisions are for the i 
the readers of the Koran, in the Royal Tei 
or in the adjoining chapels where the £m| 
Mid great men are interred. — There are thi 
these readers belonging to every chapel, and 
reads his section every day; so that the i 
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Koran is read over once a day. The great doc- 
trine, of the Koran is the unity of God ; to restore 
which point, Mahomet pretended was the chief end 
of his mission. The more effectually to engage the 
people to hearken to him, great part of the Koran 
is employed in relating examples of dreadful punish- 
ments, formerly inflicted by God on those who re- 
jected and abased his messenger; these ideas were 
taken from the Scriptures. The most excellent moral 
io the whole Alcoran, interpreters say, is that in 
the chapter of AUAlraf; viz. " Shew mercy, do 
good to all, and dispute not with the ignorant ;^^ 
or as others render it, ^^ use indulgence, commend 
that which is just, and withdraw far from the igno- 
rant." Mahomet, according to the Authors of the 
Heschaf, having begged of the angel Gabriel a 
more ample explication of this passage, received it 
in the following terms : ^^ Seek him who turns thee 
ont, give to him who takes from thee, pardon him 
who injures thee ; for God will have you plant in 
your souls the roots of his chief perfections." It 
is easy to see that this commentary is copied from 
the Gospel. In reality, the necessity of forgiving 
enemies, though frequently inculcated in the Alco- 
ran, is of a far later date among the Mahometans, 
than among the Christians : but it matters not so 
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much who had it first, as who obserres ' it best* 
This observance is beauttfullj exemplified in the 
following anecdote: — The Caliph Hassan, son of 
Hali, being at table, a slave unfortunately let fall 
a dish of meat, reeking hot, which scalded him 
severely. The slave fell on his knees, rehearsing 
those words of the Alcoran, '* Paradise is for those 
who restrain their an<jer." I am not angry with 
thop, answered the Caliph. " And for those who 
forgive offences against them," continued the slave. 
'' I forgive thee thine," replied the Caliph. " B|it 
above all, for those who return good for evil," adds 
the. slave. " I set thee at liberty, rejoined the 
('aliph, and I give thee ten dinars." — In fine, 
the Alcoran is held in the highest esteem and re- 
verence among the Musselmen. They dare not so 
much as touch the Alcoran without being first 
washed, or legally purified;, to prevent which, an 
inscription is put on the cover or label, " Let none 
touchy but thnf tvho tirv clean."* It is read with 
j^rt\Ht care and respect ; being never held below 
tho girdle. Tlioy swear by it; take omens from it 
on all woi'Thtv occasions ; carry it with them to 
luttle ; write sentences of it on iheir banners; 
ailorn ii with jrold and precious stones ; and, know* 
u\::l> * sulTor ii not to be in the possession of any of 
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a different religion. Some say, that it is punishable 
ereo with death in a Christian, to touch it : others, 
tiiat the veneration of the Mussulmen leads them 
to condemn the translating it into any other lan- 
guage as a profanation; but these seem to be 
aggravations. The Mahometans have taken care 
to have their Scripture translated into the Per- 
sian, the Javan, the Malayan, and other lan- 
guages; though, out of respect to the original, 
these verses are generally, if not always, interlined. 
On the 10th. we passed the Island of St. John. 
On the 12th. the high land of Yambo appeared. 
We had now been fifteen weeks from the Cape, and 
were greatly in want of necessaries. Our shoes 
were nearly all worn out, and wishing to preserve 
what remained for the difficult march we had to 
encounter, I endeavoured to walk the deck bare- 
footed, like the sailors, but the sun blistered my 
feet to such a degree, that, as soon as the inflamma- 
tion occasioned by it had ceased, I was glad to 
put on my shoes again. At some distance from 
hence lies the city of Medina, the burial place of 
M&homet His tomb is not exposed to any one, 
save the forty Eunuchs, who always guard it, and 
light the lamps. It is situated between two other 
lepaichres, in which are deposited the ashes of the 
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two first kings, The account of his coffin beinn 
suspended in the air by a loadstone, is a well known 
fiction, established to delude the ignorant and thi 
superstitious. It is called the City of the Prophet 
because he here found shelter in the protection o 
the inhabitants, after his flight from Mecca. Am 
here he was first invested with monarchial dignit] 
and power. He died in 637 ; but the Mahometai 
epoch begins at 622, from the period of his flight 
which by them is denominated Hegira. Medina 
is situated in a sandy valley, abounding with palm 
trees. Lat. 24. 20. N. Lon. 39. 33. £• On the 
15th. we hailed a Turkish boat, or patamar, b] 
which we were informed that a fleet of considerabh 
force was at anchor in Cosir-bay. On the 20th 
we discovered the fleet from the fore-mast-head. Ii 
the evening of the next day, the wind died en 
tirely away, and the current drifted us nearl; 
ashore. We were now obliged to have recours 
to rowing in our boats, which were immediatel 
hoisted out ; and so apprehensive was the Captai 
of our danger, that he ordered guns to be fired, i 
signals of distress, but we were too far from Cosi 
to be heard, On the 22d. a fresh breeze sprung 
which, though against us, enabled us to keep a goo 
<iffiiig. We were beating to windward till the 24tl 
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werefortanate enough to make thewished- 
where we anchored after a voyage of 
i weeks. 

lid be impossible for the ablest Geographer 
it his readers with an adequate description 
riooB difficulties and dangers, attending the 
m of the Red Sea in large vessels. Day 
t we were alarmed by the frequent appear- 
' shoals and rocks directly a*head; and 

we had men in the chains to keep the lead 
i^e wfere frequently in danger of striking. 
d is thus kept in a continued state of alarm ; 
e looking out with anxious eyes, to ward 
mding destruction. So strong, notwith- 
, is the force of habit, that I believe it 

in a short time, to acquire a stoical con- 
r even th^se terrors ; for though assailed by 
nulation of distressing circumstances, with 
ipect of many hardships before us ; though 
5 under the excruciating fervor of a vertical 
1 afflicted with every malady peculiar to 
limate, not the least murmuring was heard; 
laugh and the joke went merrily round — 
tion spread her hopes before our eyes, and 
ady enjoyed in idea the temperate and fertile 
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Ii*i*ii4 , am) «,<#ui'j ii4t\« HUfiuTHC mucL men: 
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•''»iliH \\ iMu>ii> liiUtiiiiiMl rti Cosir, th. 
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tnnch occupied £gypt. We found here thirty 
iiiif including tranflports, in want of water and 
^r necessaries.' The fresh water of this plaro is 
very bad, and even that must be purchased. We 
procured a small supply from the men of war. On 
(he evening of the 26th. we made preparations for 
de-barking, and were much chagrined to find our- 
lelves under the necessity of wading from the boats, 
with our arms, (Src, nearly up to the middle in 
water. By the time we all got on shore it was 
nearly dark, and walking on the sands in our wet 
clothes, rendered us very uncomfortable. We 
were ordered to encamp about a mile from the 
beach; our only bedding was a solitary blanket 
^h, in which we rolled ourselves upon the sand, 
placing our knapsacks under our heads for pillows. 
The next day we received our instructions for the 
inarch across the Desert, towards the Nile; and 
though glad to turn our backs on Cosir, the appear- 
ance of the country we had to traverse, was very 
■little calculated to enliven our spirits. The French 
had been here, not long before us, and had about 
half completed a large fortification, but the arrival 
of two English Frigates obliged them to abandon 
their work. A number of troops which had arrived 
before us, had fallen sick, after a few days^ march 
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in the Desert, and were forced to return* On the 
morning of the 27th. we commenced our arrange- 
ments to leave this miserable place. Our first ob- 
ject of importance was to secure a sufficient number 
of camels to carry water, camp-equipage, &c., 
(but in this our hopes- were disappointed, being able 
to procure only twelve). This was, undoubtedly, 
the principal cause of our bufferings, which 1 
shall have occasion hereafter to notice more parti- 
cularly. The inhabitants, owing to the scarcity o: 
water, wash their clothes in the sea; and it ii 
worthy of remark, that, though they make no u» 
of soap, their wearing apparel is, in general re 
markably white. There are a few springs, bu 
these are so brackish, that those who drink of then 
(particularly Europeans) are generally afflicts 
with a violent diarJuea, About five o^clock in thi 
evening of the 27th. we struck our tents, and form 
ed a line of march in the following order : ou 
Guide, who was an Arab, rode in front, on a youn 
Camel, with a long spear in his hand; next fo 
lowed a tumbril of money, for the use of the arm; 
drawn by eight Indian-Bullocks : then a Guard < 
Artillery. After these followed twelve Camels in 
line, with water, camp-equipage, &c., led I 
Arabs: next a company of Seapoys, fromBomba; 
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with their Officers ; and in the rear, a detachment 
of the Royal Regiment of Artillery, commanded 
by a Captain-lieutenant, who, for want of better 
accommodation was obliged to travel upon an ass. 
We continued our route in this order till we came 
to a place called the New-Wells, where we en- 
camped, the whole party being nearly exhausted by 
fatigue and thirst. Our allowance of water was 
90 exceedingly small, that it is impossible to describe 
the effect it had upon me. I would have sacrificed 
any thing for water, bad as it was ; I was even 
glad to part with some of my rum, (a canteen of 
which had been given me by the Captain of the 
ship we were in, with whom I had always been on 
very good terms) for a few draughts of the simple 
element. I was much surprised to find that the Sea- 
poys, so used to a warm climate, felt the ejects of 
fatigue so much sooner than the Europeans ; for it 
was with great difficulty they were able to keep up^ 
on their legs. The entrance to this Desert, is a 
wide valley, flanked by stupendous mountains. In 
this dismal waste the eye is never once relieved by 
any appearance of vegetation ; nothing but rocks 
and sands extend on every side ; it is never visited 
by even the dew of heaven ! A disorder prevailed 
amongst eome of our people, which we were Aot 
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able to account for ; the effects of it were so terri- 
ble, that they became nearly blind ; some imagined 
that they saw edge-tools, glass-bottles, &c., thrown 
in their way. One, in particular, with whom I 
was walking, bade me turn aside to avoid them. 
Fortunately, I escaped the horrors of this complaint. 

On the 2Sth. about four in the afternoon, we 
again struck our tents, and began to load our 
camels : at five we recommenced our painful march. 
Some of our party suffered dreadiiilly from want 
of water, and purchased what, they could from the 
Arabs, who led our Camels, but on the most im- 
posingly extravagant terms. These fellows had the 
privilege of tying a leathern bag, holding about 
two gallons of water, to some part of the CamePs 
harness, which they retailed at about half-a-crown 
a quart, wine-measure, although extremely bad 
from the heat, and the disagreeable taste it imbibed 
from the filthy skin that contained it. One pint of 
good cold water would have been more satisfying 
than a gallon of it. Various methods were resorted 
to, to make it last ; some sucked it through a quill ; 
and others only washed their mouths with it, not 
daring to swallow it. This journey effectually con- 
Yinced uie^ that the distresses occasioned by 
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immoderate, thirst, are far more- excruciating than 
those of hunger. During the night, owing to ex- 
cessive fatigue, two of our people fell impercepti- 
bly into the rear, and could not be found. This 
being reported to the Commanding Officer, I was 
ordered back, with a man, in search of them, a 
very disagreeable and dangerous task ; the line con- 
tinuing to proceed. The night was fortunately 
ealm, but excessively warm, the troops marching 
with only therr shirts and large pantaloons on. We 
Went back about three or four miles, making dili- 
gent search all the way, a^d at last were fortunate 
enough to fall in with them. They were both ex- 
tended oti the sand, completely exhausted. - I gave 
them a little rum and water, and encouraged them 
to proceed, by representing the dangers to which 
they were exposed iu that situation. One of them, 
however, was totally unfit to move. It would be 
difficult for my readers to form an idea of our situ« 
ation at this time ; the caravan several miles in ad- 
vance of us, and we without a guide on a pathless 
waste ! To leave a sick comrade was what we 
eould not bear to think of; and yet, how were wa 
to get him on, ourselves scarcely able to stand un* 
der die weight of our arms ? We were reflecting 
on our unhappy situation, and loakiog anadawiy 

M 
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at each other, when we suddenly heard the cvj 
Arabs. We patiently waited their approach, i 
prepared our arms to resist them, in case tl 
should prove hostile. As soon as we could di( 
ver them through the gloom of the night, 
alarm ceased, as there were only four of them c 
ducting a number of fine asses, I addressed : 
self to one of them in the best manner I could, 
by signs made him understand that I requested 
assistance to conduct the sick man forwards. F 
tunately I had a part of the rum remaining, wl 
accomplished what humanity could not. At first 
Arab refused to drink, but after I had set him 
example, he put it to his lips and seemed deligl 
with it''s flavour. He then called to his companic 
signifying to me that he wished them to taste a 
I complied, and they, without further hesitat 
picked out tVvo of the best asses for our use. 
g€>t the sick men mounted, and proceeded towj 
the camp, at the rate of five miles an hour. ' 
^abs accompanied us till we rejoined the carai 
^ad then bade us farewell. The hand of Pr 
deuce was thus stretched out in favour of these p 
men, at a moment ^hen we had despaired of e^ 
kuftian aid. If the company of Arabs had I 
more numerous, it is probable we should I 
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fallen a sacrifice to their rapacity,; and if our fa- 
tigued companions had been left where they halted 
till sun^rise, the heat would /doubtless have killed 
tlieBi,as they could neither have found shelter or sub- 
sistence. I adore in secret,, that divine power, of 
^hoge paternal care we daily experience so many 
fresh proofs. We encamped this morning on a 
kind of chalky earth, very hard and warm, and 
Were nearly surrounded hy high rocks and moun- 
^ns, which reflected the sun's rays so forcibly 
on our encampment, as nearly to parch our bodies. 
The water which we had brought from the New- 
Wells, was very bad and scarce ; which, together 
with the fatigue and iigitation of mind I had upder- 
gone, threw me into a fever, and when we again 
set out on our march my strength failed me. This 
being reported to the Commanding Officer, I was 
Requested to mount one of the Camels, which had 
heen brought expressly for the use of the sick ; but 
I found the motion of this useful animal so ex- 
tremely uncomfortable in my situation, that it was 
impossible to bear it. My case was now rendered 
desperate; but I was determined to dismount at all 
events, and fall into the rear; in doi9g which, my 
foot got entangled in a rope by which the next 
Camel was led, ^nd I fell under his feet. The 
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sagacious beast, howerer, trod clear of wte, and I 
escaped unhurt* Notwithstanding this, I wonder- 
fally acquired new strength, and a little time after- 
wards was enabled to perform my march as weU as 
any of the detachment. During this dreadful night 
the distress that was fek will ever be impressed on 
my memory; the demand for water to allay the ex- 
cessive thirst, was so great, that I was glad to giva 
a Spanish dollar and a rupee, (which is seven shil-* 
lings English) to obtain some, though it was warm, 
and so chalky as to resemble milk. Those who had 
no money gladly gave their handkerchiefe, or any 
thing they could spare to obtain a little of this pre*" 
cious beverage ; but about three in the morning, 
when we arrived at the next encampment, called 
Moyloe^ we had the good fortune to find tolerably 
^ood springs, issuing from rocks, one of which 
a Horded a complete shelter from the sun. This was 
indeed a treat ; and no language can express the 
joy and thankfulness, which now beamed in every 
louiuonance; if we had found a mine of gold it 
could not have been half so agreeable to us as this 
refreshment. 1 sat down by the spring with a few 
companions, enraptured with our good fortune, for 
upwards of two hours, drinking occasionally ; and 
left it at last with the greatest reluctance. Several 
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of oar stoutest men who had fallen ill during the 
night, now recovered, and we were able next 
evening to proceed on our journey with fresh 
strength and spirits. In the course of this march) 
we observed many dead Camels lying on the sand, 
which we supposed had perished under their excesr 
sive burdens; for these animals seem formed for the 
Desert, and would perform long journies daily, 
withoat difficulty, if their loads were adapted to 
their strength. They^ are harmless and patient, 
never restive but when overburdened; and ex- 
tremely snre-footed when on a dry soil, but on 
marshy ground can scarcely keep their legs. ^^ It 
is in the Desert,^^ says an ingenious traveller, 
^' that we redouble our respect for that venerable 
animal, the Camel ; however hard his condition, he 
enters into it^s necessity, and conforms to it with- 
out impatience. The true gift of Providence, he 
is placed on the globe, in a region where, for the 
assistance he affords to man, his place could not be 
•applied by any ag-ent. The sand is his element ; as 
soon as he leaves it, and touches mud, he can 
' scarcely support himself; his frequent falls, and his 
embarrassments, make us tremble, for him, for his 
lading, or for his rider; but it may be said, that a 
Cftmd ijU the Desert, is as a fish in the water.'^ 
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III- IiiiiuiIn down to r#!ceive his load; aad if Ik be 

mIiIi>, Willi llin uiiiMMtex#!rtion, to rae wkk k, tke 
hikI AinbjuilKi*(i it not too mticb, and goodi 
till t.iiiiiii|iiiii*M 111! till* poor animal can move no 
It tiliiMi liii|i|M*tiNl on the commencemeflt of oar 
iiiiHili, llifit Moiiip oC our Camels would lie down 
Mill! nmi liy Immii^ ov«*r-burdened(a8wecoBJecnired) 
llii>irloM> In 0AHO ilin poor beasts we redooed oar 
liM)i|it(|\i« liy i'Aitliiif( Away every thing that was con- 
mIiIi'MmI mipiMlluuuM; but it afterwards appeared it 
\M\i\ ii¥\in|\ In \\\v Imd oonntruction of tbeir saddfes 
^\ltuh M«t>«iir)^ mmiuled (heir backs* 

ih\ \\\\\ SI I Ml,, about liair-|)a8t four o^clock in the 

Mhoiuotut. \v<i A^Aiu Ktiuck our tents, and marched 

till >\v «Amo to t\\o HUiall welU^ where we encamp- 

\'\l W V \\m\ \\\\\ lioou lou^ here before a caravan 

%^\ \ti*U \Mmo up, trAv^'lhn^ in a contrary direc- 

i\\\\\^ It \'«nmi)ti\Hl \\i aUiut fit^y Camels, with a 

p« i«^M\ vM\ I'avh* It M'^'iiw thoY fullv intended to bait 

^^\ thvM« \\olW« it wohAdnot pro vented them; which 

woN^U hMe \l)iiviY«4Ksi u» bevond measure. Our 

%xMy\Uwun mtVtuuHi them th^i the supply in the 

\>\(^ \\M uot ^uiltviem tor both parties, and, in 

^ \vi\ imiMcnou* ivme« a^mmanded iben to 

p\%H\W% ott ibeu jiHirneY* For ahhoMgb I did not 
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comprehend their language, yet I could plainly dis- 
cover by their gestures what they meant The 
Arabs seemed determined, however, to stop at the 
wells, which so much enraged our guide, that he 
hastened to a rock, sharpened his spear, and 
threatened the conductor of the caravan, which in- 
induced'them immediately to recommence their jour- 
ney. This encampment was at the foot of a 
stupendous mountain, in the midst of sand and huge 
rocks. These wells are about two hundred yards 
from the tract we were in, and being not above a 
foot deep, it was evident that if the Arabs before- 
mentioned had been suffered to stop, we should not 
have had sufficient water. We had a small ratio 
of wine served out occasionally, which, with a 
a Kttle biscuit, proved very grateful to our empty 
stomachs ; for although we had brought meat from 
Cosir, and ^ood for cooking, few of us found any 
desire to eat. On the first of August, at> ^ve in 
the evening, we continued our march, which be- 
came excessively irksome. Several of the troops 
again fell ill. During the night the most solemn 
and mournful silence prevailed, (owing to the lan- 
guor and debilitated state of our bodies, and the 
excessive fatigue we had undergone) except when 
our guide talked or sung to encourage our Camels, 
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who «i*em fond of the haman voice, echoing wmoos: 
f hi^ rocIcHf in the midst of this solitude. The Arabs 
who Iftd them, carried each a tinder box, for the 



ptirpofte of lightinf^ their pipes, which thej me to j 
p^TiUii ftxcefw. August 2d*, we began our march at i 
nix in the evening, and continued on foot the whole ^ 
iiif(ht. On our way we found two Seapoj sbldien 
aliimMt • ready to expire with fatigue and thinL 
Oiii* of Ihrui WM only able to articulate PomfV 
which in their language signifies water. Althoa^ 
our Mtock of that precious article was very low, ; 
yet hunmnity compelled us, to spare a little for J 
tlieite unfortunate men, who, however, could not \ 
keep It on their stomachs. We at length made "^ 
rtMun for one of them on a Camel ; but the other 
wan too far exhausted to proceed, and. he undoubt- 
edly )>eriMhed. During this night it cost me five 
uluUiUgii for water ; and glad was I to procure a 
Utile al auY price* About the time of sun-rise we 
arrived ai G^Ha^ the place appointed for our en- 
VAUipwent ; where we wore surprised by a nuniber 
of AvaIm^ wbo« hearing of our coming, had 
broU};;[ht bread* fowls« eggs« <&c, from Kinneky or 
iihmtuu v^ hurg« town near the Nile) they sold 
these articleit mo«t extravagantly dear ; but we were 
i^^id to purchase at any price. Daring this march 
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iwo Seapoy soldiers were found, who had unfortu- 
nately fallen in the rear of some party before us, 
and had been, murdered by some of the wandering 
Arabs. Two o£ the assassins were secured, and 
.delivered aver to us, to be conducted to Kinnek, 
Sot triaL In the last night^s march, which was a 
'fery long one, I commanded the guard over them; 
lyid was very apprehensive (such is the activity and 
ining of these wretches) that they would make 
»r escape* They had each an ass allowed them, 
carry what property they possessed. Part of 
le guard marched before, and part behind them, 
fivith fixed bayonets, and I kept in the rear with a 
drawn sabre, to watch their motions more nar- 
rowly. When we arrived at Kirmeh^ I placed 
centinels ovef them till they were delivered up to 
the Governor, who, soon after, on hearing the 
circumstances, ordered them for execution. One 
of the centinels afterwards told roe, that they had 
made signs to him during his watch, which indi- 
cated that they expected nothing less than decapita- 
tion. We arrived at Kinneh about three o^clock 
in the morning of the 5th., excessively fatigued . 
for the sand became heavier as we approached the 
Nile, which was at this period flowing within two 
hundred yards of us. Having pitched our tents, 

N 
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Ti'p wttre (loon sarronnded liy tbe inbabhaBtB (wbo 
AFf! chiefly Arabfi) bringiDg with them for sale the 
prodiictionn of the place, which they 8old extremely 
< linnp. If the Capcof Good Hope had not been 
flisroverrd, and the government of Egypt had beei^ 
fftvonrahle to commerce, in all probability Khmek 
would have become one of the first marts in the 
thn world for the trade of India, bat now it is 
Huppnrtrd chiefly by travellers, who here stock 
(hrmiirlv^R with provisions, &c., for their journey 
iirrow thr Desert. Daring our $tay in it, I was 
dJHf^uMrd with the lewd and impradent behaviour of 
iho fnmalos. The streets are narrow, and th^ 
hnuRpii rrniArkably high, as in most other large 
(owim in warm climates; so constructed, I suppose, 
to prrveni the nuiiN full effect, for any length of 
ttmo nn the streets* which should be kept as cool 
iy\ jHtmihle for the tran^ictfon of business, and the 
prosorvfttion of those articles of commerce, which 
w\\\^M otherwise spoil in excessive heat. I observed 
A ^tvat numlH'r of RiiflTaloes and fine horses ; the 
r\u ks l>ein^ as fond of ridin|r here« as at Mocha ; 
n^^^<^<NU \\ seems to l>e their principal exercise. The 
iusi;^^\ce iW^m C«M(ir acrx^^ the Desert to Knmfk^ 
)« ^^Nmputed to he VZ<S miles. On the 6fh.v in the 
uiii^rnt^on. we struck «>iir tents and emhaf^ed in 
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Egypdui boats on the Nile, for the purpose of 
drc^pin^ down to Grand Cairo* The current car- 
rying us about four miles an hour; the river being 
at this time very high. Nothing could be more 
rural and beautiful than its banks, which to us, 
after traversing so barren a country, appeared ab- 
solutely enchanting. On the 7th., in the forenoon, 
we hauled our boats close along-side the bank, and 
went on shore to a small village for provisions. The 
inhabitants at our approach, drove away tb^ir 
cattle with all possible haste, and refused to supply 
bur wants, which obliged us to have recourse to 
forcible arguments. We approached the village 
with our small detachment and a few Dragoons 
mounted ; at the sight of which the natives imme- 
diately brought down their cattle, cakes of bread, 
melons, salt, eggs, <&c., which were very cheap 
and good. After purchasing what we wanted, we 
agj^in embarked, and continued our course. The 
inhabitants of this country had been so robbed and 
ill used by the French, that the sight of an armed 
European in their villages, filled them with terror. 
As a specimen of their cruelty, I shall here give an 
eztnct from the ^^ Travel^ of De Non^'*^ one of 
the literati who accompanied Bonaparte to Egypt) 
and who, although a Frenchman, and a constant 
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coofifNinion of some of the priiicipa} Genenb o 
the French army, has had the candour to set tb 
atrocities committed by his coontrymen, sometime 
in a true point of view. ^^ The lot of the inhabit 
ants (says he) for whose welfare we were certaini 
arrived in Egypt, was not to be preferred : if, a 
our approach, fright forced them from their houses 
when they returned after our passage,- they foun 
nothing but the mud of which their walls were con 
posed* Utensils, ploughs, doors, roofs, all ha 
served to make a fire for our soup ; their pots wer 
cracked, their corn eaten, their chickens an 
pigeons roasted, nothing was lefit, but the deai 
bodies of the dogs, who had attempted to defen 
the property of their masters. If we sojourned i 
thoir villages, we summoned the wretched peopi 
to return to them, under pain of being treated a 
rebels associated with our enemies, and, in consc 
t|uence, taxed with a double contribution, an 
when they submitted to these menaces, and dts 
charged the miru (or taxes) it sometimes happene 
that their large numbers were taken for a riot, thei 
Htioks for arins« and it was not till after aonie vol 
lies from the riflemen and patroles that an explana 
tion could be obtained: the dead were buried 
and friendship continued* till an occasion oferei 
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4 lotkvf and certain revenge. It is true that, if 
they remained among us, if they paid the miri^ and 
if they supplied all the wants of the army, they 
were spared the trouble of a journey and an abode 
in the Desert ; they saw their provisions eaten in 
good order ; they saved a part of their doors ; 
sold their eggs to the soldiers, and had but a few of 
their daughters and wives violated; but, in this 
case, they found themselves guilty of the attach- 
ment they had shewn us, so that when the Mame- 
lukes followed, they did not leave them a dollar, 
a horse, or a Camel; and the Shiek frequently 
paid with his head for the partiality which 
the latter imputed/^ As further proofs of the ex- 
actions and cruelties committed by Bonaparte and 
his hordes ; in this country the following are se- 
lected: — *' The enemy landed on the coast of 
Egypt, an army of thirty thousand men, in the 
evening of the 2d. of July, 1798. He met no 
opposition whatever, for though the Commandant 
of Alexandria had been informed, that the French 
intended to invade Egypt, he did not credit it, 
convinced as he was, that the French Republic 
and the Ottoman Porte were at peace, and he made 
no preparations to oppose an army, which, consist- 
ently with the rights of civilized nations he could 



not expect. As soon as Bonaparte bad landec 
Uoops he proceeded to attack Alexandria, 
garrison consisted of about 500 Turks, of Yi 
scarcely a man knew bow to level a musket. 
Turks repulsed on every side, betake tbemselvc 
God and their Propbet — and filled their mos 
with men, women and children at the breast, 
of whom were massacred ; for it was thought 
cessary to begin by striking terror into the ene 
the few inhabitants that remained were exceedl 
astonished at finding that their throats were 
cut, and well they might be astonished — after 
holding their friends, relations, wives, child 
&c., cruelly and wantonly butchered during 
hours, those who remained had every reasor 
wonder at their not becoming the victims of B 
parte^s horde of assassins ! — The acts of cri 
which Bonaparte committed at Alexandria, ar 
numerous, that it would be almost impossible 
relate them «IL We cannot however pass ovei 
dishonourable conduct relatively to hostages 
The few distressed inhabitants who escaped 
dreadful massacre, were not permitted to emb 
their children, who were ordered to be delivt 
up as hostages, as pledges of their pacific in 
tions!! Those unfortunate children were pu 
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board the VOrimt^ and horrible to relate ! it appears 
that, they all perished in the explosion af that ship 
on the first of Au^st, when engaged with the 
British fleet under the command of Admiral Nelson. 
— To prove the disregard which Bonaparte enter- 
tained for the lives of his own soldiers, 1 here 
insert the contents of a letter written by one of their 
priacipal officers ; — ^^ Leaving Alexandria to 
ascend the Nile, we crossed a Desert as bare as mj 
hand, where, at every three or four leagues, we 
foond a paltry well of brackish water. Imagine 
the situation of an army obliged to pass these arid 
plains, which do not afford the slightest shelter 
against the intolerable heat which prevails there. 
The soldiers, loaded with provisions, found them- 
selves, before they had marched an hour, so over" 
come with heat, and the weight that they carried, 
that they threw away every thing which added to 
their fatigues, without thinking of the succeeding 
day. Thirst attacked them — they had not a drop 
of water! Others were seized with raging hunger, 
and had not a bit of bread ! It was amidst the 
horrors of that faithful picture, that, we beheld 
several of our soldiers die of hunger, of thirst, and 
of heat; others who saw the sufferings of their 
jBomrades, blew out their own brains; others threw 



tlieafelrcs, loaded as they were, into die Nile, aad 
Tolimtarihr perished in the water! £Tery day of 
our sarch these dreadful scenes were renewed; 
and, what was nerer heard of before, and is almost 
incredible, the army, daring a march of seventeen ^ 
days, never tasted bread ! The soldiers lived, daring 
the whole of that time, on goards, melons, poul- 
try, and whatever vegetables they could find! 
Many of the officers fared no better — frequently 
worse — for the privates phmdering the villages of 
every article of subsistance, often reduced their 
officers to satisfy themselves with the refuse of their 
voracity." — Bonaparte'^s principle of extortion cer- 
tainly runs parallel with his cruelty. A striking 
instance of which we have in a visit which he and 
some of his principal officers paid to Madame 
Murad Bey, the widow of the great Ah Bey; 
afior the treaty of peace had been ratified between 
the Mamelukes and the French. That Lady enter- 
tained them with all the hospitality which she could 
possibly shew, and as tliey retired, she presented a 
ring of considerable value to young Eugene Beau- 
harnois, son of Madame Bonaparte. A few days 
aAcrwards a contribution was levied on her pro- 
perty of a far greater extent than her proportion 
bad been previously fixed at. and much beyond her 
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ability to pay ! On her complaining, she received 
for answer, ^^ That as It was understood she still 
possessed very costly ornaments, no mitigation 
conld be pleaded.^^ This imposition> then appeared 
to be grounded on the present^ which she had so 
beneficently, but as it proved, imprudently, given 
to the relation of Bonaparte, with the motive of 
shewing honour to that general ! As such it was 
considered the greatest breach of faith and hospita- 
lity ; nor could Murad Bey ever speak of the trans- 
action^ without the bitterest expressions of indigna- 
tion. This great and valuable man who was so 
highly respected by the Beys and Mamelukes, died 
of the plague, .previously to the total expulsion of 
the French from Egypt by our troops. He expired 
on the 22d. of April, 1801, and to his last moments 
he never forgave Bonaparte for the numerous wan- 
ton, and unprovoked cruelties which he had com- 
mitted in Egypt. But the most horrid of all his 
cruelties were perpetrated at a place called Jaffa, 
(formerly Joppo) a small sea-port-town in Palestine. 
*^ Bonaparte having carried the town by assault, 
many of the garrison were put to the sword ; but 
the greater part flying into the mosques, and im- 
ploring mercy from their pursuers, were granted 
their lives ; and let it be well remembered, that, 

o 
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r. U*^ tl»^ Utrn of war JMuied iSkd 
«li«' roirff of pity, reoeired k^s 
prrmdij r«fu«^ to be any lonevr die 
of «n unrr«i«tifig eimsT. Three dajs afierwardb, 
HonfipArte who had exprecsed noch reKaOBcal, at 
fhi* rompamiofi manifested by bis troops! and deler* 
Miin<?d fn relieve him»elf from the mainteBaBce and 
rnre of three ihonMnd eight hondred piisoiien, 
orclrred them to be marched to a rising groond near 
•fafTfi, where a divinion of Frencb infantry forned 
nirnU)ni them. Whrn the Turks had entered into 
thrir fatal alignment, and the moumfa] preparatiomi 
rnmplrfed, the nlfrnul gun fired. VoIKes of mus- 
f|urlry and grape instantly played against tbem ; 
nnil f Itmapnrtr, who had been regarding the scene 
tlnfitifrli a (rlrKcnpr, when he saw the smoke ascend- 
inj% I'oulil lui! rrHlrain hia joy, but broke out into 
I'M LiuinliniiM of approval! Indeed he had just 
\ ri\ui)\\ to (Irrail (ho rofuHal of his troops thus to dis- 
l»«»mMir (h»>mHolvrH, Klebor had remonstratad in the 
iiioMi ^tronuoUH manner, and the officers of the EitU 
l/iror, who oonnuandcd^ (for the general to whom 
^1^0 diMMhm Imlonjjod wa^) absent) even refused to 
« \» » \i!o (ho oiilor without a written instruction; but 
Hownvuio \vi\rt too cautious* and sent Berthier to 



107 

enforce obedience. When the Turks had all fallen, 
the French troops humanely endeavoured to put a 
period to the sufferings of the wounded ; but some 
time elapsed before the bayonet could finish what 
the fire had not destroyed, and probably many lan- 
guished for days in agony!! Several French offi- 
cers, by whom these details are partly furnished, 
declared, that, this was a scene the retrospect of 
which tormented their recollection, and that they 
did not reflect on it without horror, accustomed as 
they had been to sights of cruelty!! These were 
the prisoners whom Assalini^ in his able work on 
the plague alludes to, when he says, that for three 
days the Turks shewed no symptoms of thattdisease, 
and it was their putrifying remains which contri- 
buted to produce the pestilential malady, which he 
describes as afterwards making such ravages in the 
French army. Their bones still lie in heaps, and 
are shewn to most travellers who arrive ; nor can 
they be confounded with those who perished in the * 
assault, since this field of butchery lies a mile from 
the town. Such a fact should not, however, be al^ 
leged without some proof, or leading circumstance 
stronger than assertion, being produced to support 
it; but there* would be a want of generosity in 
naming individuals, and branding them to the latest 
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jHttHertiy with infamy for obejing a 
their «obiDi»ioD became an act of neccsBity, since 
the whole army did not mutiny against the execu- 
tion, therefore to establish farther, the aadientidty 
of the relation, this only can be mentioned, that it 
was Bonnet divisionwhich fired, and thus every one 
JM affiirded the opportunity of satisfying himself 
rritpertirt^ the truth, by enquiring of officers serv- 
inf( in the different brigades composing this division. 
Honajmrtc had in person previous^ inspected the 
whnl(« body, amounting to near five thousand men, 
with (ho oliject of saving these who belonged to 
th(* towuH he was preparing to attack. The ^e 
and noblo phyniognomy of a veteran Janizary ai' 
d'ACtod hiH observation, and he asked him sharply, 
•• Old imiu what did you do here?" The Janizary 
undAUUtod^ rcpliotl, ^^I must answer that question 
by Aitking \ou tho name; your answer will be that 
> ou oamo to starve vour Sultan : so did I mineJ' 
The lutivpid tVankne$$ of the reply excited univer- 
<mI Mitorcst iu hi$ favour. Bonaparte even nmUttL 
" Ht* wk *ave*U" whis|>enNi some of the AideB-dt- 
l^w^ ^^ Vou know m^ Bonaparte, observed one 
x\h\\ had ^r\Yd wuh him in Itahr, that samiity I 
>|hvaI fn^i e\|v^n<^^we* tAw* mi proceed firm the 
•^uiiHK^ii vf l^n^v\x3iMK«' ; remember what I saT« 
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The opinion was too true, the Janizary was left ip 
the ranks, doomed to death, and suffered! The 
next circumstance is of a nature which requires in- 
deed the most particular details to establish, since 
-the idea can scarcely be entertained, that the Com- 
mander of the French army should order his own 
countrymen (or if not immediately such, those amongst 
whom be had been naturalized) to be deprived 
of existence, when, in a state which required the 
kindest consideration. Bonaparte finding that his 
hospitals at Jaffa were crowded with sick, sent for 
a physician, whose name should be inscribed in 
letters of gold, but which from important reasons 
cannot be inserted ; on his arrival he entered into 
a long conversation with him respecting the danger 
of contagion, concluding at last with the remark, 
that something must be done to remedy the evil, and 
that the destruction of the sick, already in the hos- 
pital, was the only means which could be adopted!! 
The physician, alarmed at the proposal, bold in 
the confidence of virtue and the cause of humanity, 
remonstrated vehemently respecting the cruelty as 
well as the atrocity of such a murder ; but finding 
that Ponaparte persevered and menaced, he indig- 
nantly left the tent with this memorable observation: 
J neither my principles, nor the character of my 
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profession, will allow me to become a murdere^^ 
and, general, if such qualities as you insinuate ar^ 
necessary to form a great man, I thank my God 
that I do not possess themf' Bonaparte was not to 
be diverted from his object by moral considerations, 
he persevered and found an apothecary, who (dread- 
ing the weight of power, but who since has made 
an atonement to his mind by unequivocally confesp 
sing the fact) consented to become his agent, and 
to administer poison to the sick : opium at night 
was distributed in gratifying food ! The wretched 
unsuspecting victims, banqueted, and in a few 
hours, five hundred and eighty soldiers, who had 
suffered so much for their country, perished thiiB 
miserably, by the order of it's idol ! ! !" 

No wonder then, that these defenceless people 
of Egypt should fly from us, (having been eye- 
w itnesses to the repeated acts of cruelty committed 
by the French army during its stay in this country) 
till they were convinced of the difference of our 
proceedings. £very place that we had an oppor- 
tunity of viewing presented the most dreadful picture 
of the rapacity of the enemy we had come to e^qiel; 
and happy indeed must the soil be, which coald so 
soon re-assume an appearance of fertility after this visit 
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^> these locusts in human shape. In the evening of 
the 7th« we again anchored, to cook our provisions, 
wiuch we did in a beautiful grove, close to the 
river. This method of anchoring, (if it may be so 
called) was by driving large stakes into the bank 
with heavy mallets, which our Arabs carried with 
them for that purpose, and lashing the boats thereto 
with strong cords. Next morning we stopped near 
A large town called Orzomontzo^ where I iirst drank 
a liquor denominated by the natives rosolio, in taste 
something like anniseed-watcr, but very heady. 
The same evening we were obliged to bring-to at 
a small village, having (from the overflowing of 
the river) got out of it's tract, and next morning 
pursued our course. On the 9th. we stopped op- 
posite to two beautiful villages, and purchased 
sheep, eggs, &c. On the 10th. we arrived at 
Seyock^ where the natives brought down a number 
of aases, saddled after the Turkish manner, and 
entertained us with races. At Malour^ a small vil- 
lage where we halted to cook, I was highly delight- 
ed with it's situation ; it formed a magnificent um- 
brage of Date and lime-trees. On the 12th. we 
came to a small town called Minneh^ and received 
another supply of provisions. The dust made this 
place very disagreeable. I found here butter and 
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cheese of a bad flaTour, which imist be owing 
their method of making them; for the naSk 
this place is excellent, as it was in every part 
Egypt we touched at, being chiefly that ci i 
Buffiilo. The inhabitants, principally Turks, se^ 
much afflicted with a disorder in the eyes, that, 
many produced total blindness; this was the a 
in nearly all the places we had passed. I ^ 
somewhat amused, as we sailed down the rivor 
see vast herds of Buffaloes diverting themselves 
the water, near the banks, almost submerged, 
have often seen them cross the river with appar< 
ease, notwithstanding the ri4)idity and force of 1 
stream. These animals when wild are much to 
dreaded ; but after being tamed, become shy « 
timid. On the 15th., early in the morning, 
came to a town called Bmmy-*heave, where we < 
tained a young Buffalo, a few sheep, and a li 
bread. At this place I bought some limes an< 
piece of blue cloth, which latter cost me five s 
lings ; and although coarse, it seemed well ma 
iiicture<L I had the curiosity to examine into tli 
VMlliods of manufacture, and found them to 
Miar^ the tame as in Ei^land, particularly in 
wia^iHg part« I was informed the French ai 
Imd an encawpw^nt here c<NKistuig of 4000 m 
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und I observed a large building, nearly half com- 
pleted, intended probably foir barracks, with a 
small battery in front. A few of the French sol- 
diers still remained at this place, who had become 
Mahometans. In the afternoon, we came in sight 
of the Pyramids', and in the evening halted near 
A small village to cook our meat, and on the fore- 
noon of the fbllowing day, arrived at the celebrated 
city of Grand Cairo, We had thus been eleven 
^^ys and nights in these open boats, and during 
that time had never taken off our clothes to sleep ; 
indeed our situation on board was inimical to the 
reign of Morpheus, for we were obliged to repose 

a 

m common with sheep and Buffaloes, and were 
®nly separated from the horses by a slight partition. 
When night came on every one was seeking a snug 
Wrth to rest himself for a few hours ; but it re- 
quired the greatest activity and resolution to ac- 
complish this object. I was frequently solicited to 
eat and smoke with one of the Arabs belonging to 
the boat; the latter I sometimes accepted ; but the 
, former I never could accommodate my appetite to, 
on account of their excessive filthiness. The houses 
in the villages we had passed were chiefly construct- 
ed of mud and wood ; and most of them had places 
for the reception of pigeons ; of which the inha- 

P 
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biuots are remarkably IbadL AD Ae bborioos 
work H done by Arabs, who are ei^pfeyed with 
oxen and other beaslB, to draw water firan the 
NiJe, and cast h into the dukes formed to recenre 
it. They bare sereral marhinfft, differently con- 
otmcted, for raising the water, by which they are 
enabled to throw up krge qoantities in a short time* 
— I noticed on our passage, that in almost every 
town, or village, there were numeroos stacks of 
corn ; and many people were employed in thrash- 
ing and winnowing it. Their manner of dividing 
tiie grain from the ear, is by driving a Buffiilo m 
a circular direction over the floor where the corn 
w laid, in the same manner as at the Cape of Good 
Ho]>e, and other eastern countries. 

The Nile was at this time of a red cofour, ex- 
ceedingly rapid, and at it^s full height. In some 
places it is said to be three leagues broad, parti- 
cularly near Cairo ; but in others much narrower. 
The farms, situated on its banks, are rented ac- 
cording to the proportion of it^s annual overflow, 
for it^ it do not rise to a certain height, to expand 
it '» waters, there is no probabibty of a plentiful 
har\Ts( that sosson, the ground being so dried, and 
dri^titute of huHudiiy, that the^ ianner cannot sow 
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with any prospect of future reward. • After the 
overflowings there is a slimy substance left behind, 
w the river retires within its banks, which is the 
only manure the land receives. The progress of 
vegetation is extremely rapid, but it is remarked 
that M exotic plants degenerate here, and the mer- 
chants are necessitated to renew their seeds every 
year, and send to the islands of the Mediterranean 
for their cauliflowers, and other vegetables. This 
river has it^s source at the foot of a stupendous 
mountain, in the province of Goyan, in Abyssi- 
nia, 'arising from two springs, about thirty paces 
from each other, which have the appearance of or- 
dinary weUi, and after a long course, discharges 
itself into the lewsnUSea^ by several channels, of 
which, the principal are those of Rosetto and 
Ihanietta. The day the Nile rises to it^s proper 
height, is solemnized by a festival and fire-works, 
with other marks of public joy. The inhabitants 
consider it as sacred, and possessing some divine 
yirtne; and on this persuasion, mothers are seen 
plunging their children into the stream, with the 
▼iew of purifying them. Crocodiles, with which 
me are told this river abounds, are seldom seen 
when it overflows; as they retire within the sluices 
tfMid holes about the banks, to avoid the force of the 



116 

fttrpAm. I was very anxious to see one of these 
creatures, (but in this I was unsucGessful) and to 
ascertain if th^y really are so formidable to man as 
generally represented. I have heard of their pur^ 
suing people, and entering into the Tillages in quest 
of food ; but I am since credibly informed by the 
imtiveity that they are remarkably shy, seldom 
(quitting the river, excepting to bask on its banks*. 
ThJM animal is said to be a species of the AUigator^ 
being amphibious and of a great length, some of 
(iiem are twenty feet long, in shape like the Lizard, 
with four short feet or claws ; his back is cloathed 
with a kind of impenetrable scales like armour; 
they wait for their prey in the sedges, and other 
covers on the side af the river, and, resembling as' 
they Iie« the trunks of old trees, sometimes sur- 
pMsinjj: the unwary traveller. It is an oviparous 
quiiuaL and lays a vast number of eggs, which are 
Irtquentlv destroyed by other animals; otherwise 
ihr oountry would swarm with them. The ancients 
have entertained us with relations which probably 
never wcurrotl, such as of the little bird TrochUewt^ 
which is said to live on the meat he picks out of the 
OoiHHlilc^s tivth ; and the rat. Ichneumon^ which 
ihey say will jump into the Crocodile^s mouth, and 
cat iis way out again through his belly. The 
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manners and customs of the Arabs, frequently at- 
tracted my notice. These people, it seems, dispers- 
ed themselves over this country in the year 610, 
^hen their countryman Amran^ induced by the 
richness of the land, expelled the Greeks, who had 
taken possession of it, and conquered this garden of 
the world. They are stout and well made ; their 
^in is of a dark copper-colour ; their heads are 
ck)8e shaved, excepting a single lock immediately 
on the crown, by which they suppose their prophet 
Mahomet is to draw them up to heaven ! and their 
beards are not suffered to know the use of the 
i^azor or scissars. Their dress generally consists of 
Jidark brown gown, made something like a clergy- 
man's cassock, but quite wide ; a white or red tur-r 
ban covers the head, and they bind six or eighth 
yards of fine cotton round the waist, which serveii: 
them to kneel on when they pray : they are stridr 
Mahometans, and are heard on their house to 
the morning vociferating Mahomet's name in 
santly, in a kind of ejaculatory prayer, which 
stranger appears very ridiculous. Their modes o 
cooking and eating are as filthy as those of the Hot- 
tentots. Their princjpal vegetable food are dates, 
which they find in abundance in the woods. They 
cook them in different ways; but to me they tasted 
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insipid when qaite ripe, bat if taken from Ae tree 
when green they taste more pleasant. These people 
live in tents scattered over the country, pitched 
generally in a circular form, which description of 
village they call Douar; they lie on mats, and their 
outside covering which they wear in the day, coven 
them at night. This race of people rise very early, 
punctually attending their pubUc devotions at break 
of day ; again at noon ; at sun-set; and at setting 
of the watch, that is, when it begins to grow dark. 

On the evening of the 7th. of August, we dis- 
embarked on the island of Ithoda^ where the 
greatest part of the Mamelukes had taken refuge 
fi om the fury of the French. These people who 
arc the principal military force of the country, (and 
strictly speaking, are really, masters of £gypt) 
were originally Mingrelian and Georgian slaves. 
They are trained up to the military exercise from 
their youth, and as they are all cavalry mounted on 
fine Arabian and Egyptian horses, they almost 
every day resort to some level piece of ground, and 
there in full gallop exercise themselves in the nse of 
the carabine, discharging it at a mark loaded with 
ten or twelve balls, and then throwing it under 
their thigh, seize a large pistol, which they fire and 
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cast over their shoulder, and instantly a second, 
trusting to the string by which they are attached, 
without losing any time in returning them to their 
proper place. They are likewise armed with a 
sabre, in the management of which they are very 
expert Their dress consists of a wide yellow 
shirt, made of thin cotton, over which they have 
another covering of light stuff. This robe covers 
them completely from the neck to the ancles, and 
descends to their finger ^nds ; as they consider it 
indecent to appear before their superiors with them 
uncovered. They have another dress made Of 
cloth without lining, only the sleeves are cut at the 
elbows. In cold weather they have it generally 
trimmed with fur, and even sometimes in Summer, 
in order to protect the body from the baneful in- 
fluence of the nightly air. They leave their necks bare 
and OB their heads generally wear a turban of a yel- 
low colour, turned up on the outside with a little fine 
linen neatly formed. When the French first landed 
in Egypt, they had several encounters with the Ma- 
melukes, in which the latter were almost always 
defeated, and at length ultimately dispersed and 
driven throughout the country, into the desert. 

The Island of Rkoda stands opposite Cairo^ at 



the distance of aboat half a mile; near this sti 
Gizuj the ancient Memphis^ On the 20th. I c 
sed the water to New Cairo^ with four compani 
and oh landing found a number of fine asses, a 
risoned after the Turkish manner, which we h 
and proceeded to the city. The population of 
place is so considerable, and the streets so narr 
that we found it very difficult to get along, 
rode nearly from one end to the other, and mel 
Turks as usual mounted on beautiful horses, rit 
furnished, and several Arabs with' wands 
clear the road for them ; without which it wouh 
impossible for them either to ride or walk her 
their pompous style. The Turkish women rid 
the same manner as the men, generally weai 
yellow boots, over which they put slippers; w 
on foot, their dress is chiefly made of h 
silk, cut in a very aukward form, with a head-d 
of the same material, made to fit quite close. € 
all they throw a veil, through which we could < 
perceive the forehead and eyes ; this gives tl 
a disgusting appearance. In the course of the 
we met a funeral attended by a great numbe 
people walking before the corpse, shouting 
making a dismal noise. Cairo is said to com 
abour 700,000 inhabitants. It consists of th 
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towns, about a mile apart, viz.. Old Cairo ^ New 
Cairo, and Bulac the port. Old Cairo is small and 
is the harbour for boats that come from Upper 
E^ypt. The water of the Nile is conveyed into 
the city by a canal called KalisK which is about 
twenty feet broad, having houses on each side. The 
streets are extremely dark and dirty, infested with 
beggars of every description, who weary the pas- 
sengers with their importunities. The Turks will 
not permit the settlers of other nations, such as 
Greeks, Armenians, Jews, &c., to ride on horses, 
but reserve that privilege to themselves as a parti- 
cular mark of distinction. The Ophthalmy^ or dis- 
order of the eye^ is so very prevalent here, that out 
of ten or twelve people whom you chance to meet, 
there are two or three of them blind, and many 
who have lost an eye and otherwise much impaired 
in »ght. It is really astonishing, with what apathy 
and indifferience they support so dreadful a disorder, 
they are hardly ever heard to repine, but suffer 
this cruel pain with the greatest resignation. Va- 
rious reasons have been assigned by traveliers as to 
the cause of this disease ; some have ascribed it to 
the subtile particles of sand which are continually 
flying about and attack the eyes. Others seem to 
think that it is owing to the hot southern winds 
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which are prevalent here ; but when I take into 
consideration circumstances which have occurred 
imuiod lately under ray cfwn notice, I am led to 
think otherwise, as I have known persons to Re 
down at night in their tents perfectly well, and 
when they arose in the morning to the astonish- 
ment of their companions as well as themselves, 
they were totally deprived of sight. Their eyes 
were completely »welled-up, and generally re- 
maiited so for a fortnight or three weeks in this dis- 
mal situation, during which period the afflicted 
person laboured under the most excruciating pain. 
Tlie most salutary remedy that we could find out, 
was that of bathing the face and parts afflicted in 
cold spring water, which was frequently attended 
with success. But as to the real cause of this dis- 
temper it is a problem so difficult, that the most 
judicious among us were unable to solve. — During 
our stay here, we saw a great number of mounte- 
banks and jugglers, who arc extremely clefver at 
their sliglit-of-hand tricks, which they exhibit in the 
streets; when they make their appearance, they are 
soon surrounded by spectators; and after they 
hfive ijorfanned ^ certain time, a collection is then 
made, and they remove themselves to another 
quarter to exhibit there the same performances. 
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Another of their public diversions is the dancing of 
the Camels, that caper about at the soun<4 of a 
drum with surprising agility. They are trained to 
this exercise by cruelly leading them, in the first 
instance, on floors made so hot as to burn their 
feet, which gives them the motion they afterwards 
practise in the streets, and which they are reminded 
of as often as they hear the drum, that was beaten 
in their ears at the time they were taught by their 
inhuman masters on the burning floor. There is 
a holy cheat performed here annually by the Greek 
Christians, , in a certain burying place, on Good 
Friday^ and the two preceding days, which some 
reckon among their curiosities, and others among 
modern miracles ; it is the resurrection of human 
bones, some say of whole limbs, and others intire 
bodies, which after they have made their appear- 
ance, retire again to their graves! It is said that 
immense numbers of chickens are hatched here in 
ovens, heated, so as to have the same effect, as 
the warmth communicated by the hen. Thunder, 
however, generally proves destructive to this ope- 
ration, (which in certain months, is rendered very 
.productive) and lowers the price of poultry con- 
siderably. Provisions were brought to our camp 
j[n great abundance, and very cheap ; particularly 
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milkf coffef»9 sugar, and a sort of cake fried in fiu, 
which makes it rather unpalatable to Europeaoa. 
Wc« found the mutton generally good; but the 
Buffalo beef is by no means equal in flavour to 
that of our oxen. 

In Old Cairo J the Creeks shew the identical 
place (as they say*) where Joseph and Mary re- 
sided, with our blessed Saviour, during their stay in 
this ^country : a church being now built on the spot, 
dedicated to the holy virgin. Joseph's well is also 
shewn here ; which is 300 feet deep, and contains 
delicious water, report says, that this is the only 
well in the kingdom. Buffaloes are employed to 
draw up the water, there is a road to the bottom. 
which most strangers visit. Historians inform us, 
that IVoh this country comes that vagrant race de- 
nomiutited Gipsies; they were originally callecl 
Ziti^anees by the Turks, from their Captain Ziti' 
f^ramva^ who, when Sultan Selimus made a con- 
quoMt of Egypt, about the year 1517, refused to 
Hubnut to the Turkish yoke, and retired into the 
1>( HtTts, where they lived by rapine and plunder, 
Aiul frequently came down to the plains of £gypt, 
committing great outrages in the towns upon the 
Ai7r, under the dominion of the Turk$, but being 
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at length subdaed and banished Egypt, they agreed 
to disperse themselves in small parlies to almost 
every country in Europe ; and as they were natives 
of Egypt, a country where the occult sciences, or 
black art (as it is denominated) was considered to 
have arrived at great perfection and which in that 
credulous time was in great repiite, with almost all 
people of every religious persuasiod, consequently 
they found the inhabitants wherever they came very 
easily imposed upon. Among other curiosities, not 
already mentioned is the Hippopotamus^ or river 
horse. This animal is larger than an ox,' the 
hinder part much like one, and it^s head like a 
horse, having thick large feet with claws, and a 
tail like an Elephant, it is amphibious, comes out 
of the river and feeds on the grass in the meadows ; 
they are, however, a shy animal, and are rarely 
to be seen. There are likewise Tygers, Hyenas, 
and a number of Monkeys, whose head resemble a 
dog^s ;~ and rats so numerous, that the inhabitants 
of some villages eat them. Serpents are also to be 
found here, the principal of which is the Cerestes^ 
or Horned Snake, perfectly harmless if not at^- 
tacked, it'*s bite, however, is considered mortal 
when enraged; notwithstanding the Egyptians can 
play .with it without fear or apprehension, in 
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consequence of pof^sessing (it is said) the power of 
charming alluded to in Pslam 58 chap, and 4 verse. 
There is also a little animal something resembling 
Si Lizard^ called the Came/ioti, that changes colour 
when you look upon him; the transitions of 
which arc vivid and brilliant. This phenomenon 
has never yet been properly accounted for by nktu- 
ralists. The Tbis^ a fowl resembling a duck, that 
used to pick up and destroy the vermin produced in 
the mud of the Nile, when the waters retired, was 
worshipped by the ancient Egyptians. These birds 
are now almost extinct, but there are vast numbers 
of Storks that visit £gypt after the flood, and are a 
good substitute for the /6t>, in destroying noxious 
animals. Twelve miles from Suez^ are a number of 
springs called Moses' Wells, from the probable 
supposition that he allowed the Children of Israel 
to refresh themselves at them. Four of these wells 
iie close together, each forming a small pool of 
twelve or fourteen feet across in the broadest part, 
and from a foot to a foot and a half deep ; their 
bottoms are of a slimv black colour, the taste of the 
water is brackish and bitter. The direction of 
these wells is to the southward of the town, and 
about two miles from the nearest part of the Red 
Sea. 
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The trade of Cairo chiefly consists in the exporta- 
tion of tin and lead, and the importation of coffee^ 
senna, flax, frankincense, gums, drugs, and other 
merchandize hroaght from Arabia. Raw silks from 
the East are likewise imported, which the inhabit- 
ants manufacture into silks and sattins, in imitation 
of those of India, and which they export to 
Europe. Sugar canes are also cultivated here, 
but without much success. Half a mile to the 
northward of Old Cdiro^ is a pleasant village called 
Cassaroline^ where there are beautiful groves of 
oranges, lemons, c&c. The military sitntiaon of 
Cairo is not very eligible; but the French had 
taken great pains to fortify it. They, however, 
surrendered all their strong positions here to the 
British army, without firing a shot; which pro- 
bably was occasioned, in a degree, by the animo- 
sity of the natives towards them, and no doubt, 
they had an ardent desire to return-to their own 
country; particularly since they lost their Com- 
manner Kleber, who was assassinated by an Arab, 
whilst walking in his garden in this city. Sir 
Robert Wilson mentions this General as having 
been highly venerated by the French army. Some 
time before we arrived at Cairo, Kleber's coffin 
was carried near the British camp, for the purpose 
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of transporting his remains to France ; and, theogb 
our army was the scene of festivity when the corpse 
was carried along, real sorrow agitated every heart 
of the French. Every soldier felt that therein the 
bones of a father reposed; a leader, whose intre- 
pidity had excited their admiration ; who often led 
them to victory, and never deserted them in dis- 
tress. Had Bonaparte witnessed this scene, he 
would probably have regreted the haughty expres- 
sions he made use of when Kleber, beginning a 
letter to him, wrote, Camerade* ^^Camerade*^ indeed! 
(exclaimed the Corsican) what right has Kleber 
to make so free with me?" — Those lofty buildings 
called the Pyramids, which stand near the spot of 
the ancieot Memphis^ on the west side of the Nile 
opposite to Cairo^ are without doubt the grandest 
pieces of antiquity now remaining on the face of 
the globe ; the base of the largest is said to cover 
eleven acres of land, if measured perpendicularly, 
it is 500 feet high, and 700 if measured obliquely 
from the bottom to the top; which may in some 
degree reconcile the various accounts we meet with 
of its height. There is a room in it thirty-four 
feet long and seventeen broad, in which is a mar- 
ble chest about seven feet long, which some sup- 
pose to be a coffin in «w]iich the body of some 
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ancient King was deposited. The tomb is open and 
empty, and there are not any remains of ii's lid to 
be seen. "The time when the greatest part of the 
Pyramids were built is unknown, but that of the 
large one is so evident, that it should have never 
been called in question. Herodotus attributes it to 
Cheopsy with a detail of circumstances which prove 
his authors were well informed, Cheops^ he says, 
reigned fifty years, twenty of which he employed 
in building the Pyramids. It is said, that 100,000 
of the inhabitants of Egypt were employed, by 
CQinpulsion, in hewing, transporting, and raising 
the stones. But Cheops, in his account, which is 
the best extant, is mentioned as the second king 
after Proteus, who was contemporary with the Tro- 
jan war ; whence it follows, that this Pyramid was 
erected about one hundred and sixty years after the 
building of Solomon''s Temple, and eight hundred 
and sixty years before Christ. Destructive time, 
,and the still more destructive hand of man, which 
have so defaced and destroyed all the other monu- 
ments of antiquity, have hitherto been able to effect 
but little against the Pyramids. The solidity of 
their construction, and their enormous size, have 
secured them against every attempt; and seem to 
promise them an eternal duration. All travellers 
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speak of them with enthusiasm, and enthnsiasra 
(hey may well inspire. These artificial monntains 
are first discovered at ten leagues distance ; thej 
seem to retire in proportion, as they are approach- 
ed, and when still a league off, tower with such 
loftiness above our heads, that we imagine onr- 
selves at their feet; but when at length we reach 
them, nothing can express the various sensations 
they inspire. Their stupendous height, the steep 
declivity of their sides, their prodigious surfiu^, 
their enormous solidity, the distant ages they re- 
call to memory, the recollection of the labonr 
they might have cost, and the reflection that these 
huge rocks are the work of man, so diminitive and 
feeble, who crawls at their feet, lost in wonder^ 
awe, humiliation, and reverence, altogether im- 
press the mind of the spectator in a manner not to 
be described ; but to this first transport otiier senti- 
ments soon succeed. Elevated a? we are with so 
exalted a proof of the strength of man^ when we 
consider the purpose for which these amazing 
works were intended, we cantiot but view them 
with regret. We lament,' that to construct a useless 
sepulchre, a whole nation should have been ren- 
dered miserable twenty years : we shudder at the 
numberless acts of injustice and oppression these 
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tiredome labours most have cost, jn conveying, 
preparing, and pileing up such an immense heap of 
stones ; and we are inflamed with indignation at the 
tyranny of the despots who enforced these bar- 
barous works, a sentiment indeed which too fre- 
quently recurs on viewing the different monuments 
of Egypt." — The Mummy pits are but a little 
distance from the Pyramids ; they are a kind of 
subterraneous vaults and of considerable extent, 
upwards\>f thirty feet deep, having extensive square 
alleys, on the sides of which the Egyptians used 
to bury their dead, setting the coffins upright in 
niches^ after the embalmed bodies were put into 
them. Not far from here stands the Sphinx^ (a 
liabulous monster) at least what remains of it, for 
only the head and breast appear, and these are 
Hearly thirty feet high. Some are of opinion that 
it was hewn, out of the rock on which it stands, 
and that there never was any more of it than the 
upper part ; it resembles the head of a woman, and 
when complete, the body of a Lion. The Laby- 
rinth, in Upper Egypt, is another curiosity, said 
to be formed out of a marble rock, in which are 
twelve palaces and a thousand houses. But this 
wonderful piece of workmanship I had not an op- 
portunity to explore. Ihiring our stay here, we 
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were much annoyed by flics, rather smaller than th« 
common fly in England. Their bite or sting was 
fio severe, as to be felt for some time afterwards ; 
and where they once fixed, they would seldom 
move till we killed them: they insinuated them- 
^oIvoH so quickly into our soup and previsions, that 
it was with difficulty we could swallow any thing 
without being beset with these troublesome guests. 
I r by chance they entered the stomach of any per- 
Hon, he was immediately afi^ected as if he had taken 
AM emetic. I often pitied the poor Egyptian chil- 
dr(Mi, who, in consequence of having bad eyes, 
\y (T(r nearly devoured by them. 

On the 27th. of August, we embarked on our 
<l«icrms or boats, to proceed to Alexandria, the re- 
mains of the French army, under General Menou, 
boiiif!; then in c:arrison in that city. Our force did 
not ronsint of much more than 6000 eflcctive men ; 
i\\c non-eflcclives, who sufl^ered chiefly from the 
t'lpMMs of the climate, were left at Giza^ with 
( I moral Stewart. We took with us a number of 
camels and horses for the use of the army. On the 
28th. we came to anchor to cook our provisions, 
and the same day were much entertained with the 
sight of one and fifty camels feeding together in one 
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f)asture. On the 30th. we put into a small village 
about five miles from Rosetto or Raschid^ (as the 
natives call it) where we halted one night; but 
the Commander in Chief thinking it an improper 
place for encampment, we proceeded further down 
the river to Rosetto^ where we debarked the 31st., 
and encamped in a wood of date trees. September 
5th. I went with some friends to the town, which is 
situated* on the western bank of the river, and is 
Supposed to be one of the pleasantest places in 
Egypt. It is about two miles long, and consists 
of no more than three or four streets. The 
suburbs are surrounded with the most delightful 
plantations of orange, lemon, citron, and other 
trees ; apd the country about it presented a charm- 
ing prospect. They here manufacture linens of a 
coarse quality. A small castle or fort, called Fort 
Julian, about two miles from the town, particularly 
attracted our attention, by its fruitful appearance 
and rich verdure. A little below the town are two 
fine Islands; and the richness of the Delta, (so 
called from it's resemblance to the fourth letter in 
the Greek alphaphet) is here seen to much advan- 
tage and is particularly striking. I was informed 
that /about twenty miles horn Rosetto^ there are a 
number of convents situated on a Desert, which con- 



tain several orders of religioDs- This place I uo 
derstand wais mich iofested by wild Boars. Tli> 
streets of Boietto are narrow ; the houses ver 
high, and by no means handsome. I was mucl 
pleased with the plan of their shops, every trad* 
or manufacture being together, which is conveni 
ent to purchasers, and enables them to execute tbei 
business in less time. Provisions of all kinds an 
here very cheap and good ; the milk is rich to ai 
extreme. We also procured good port wine, at i 
Spanish dollar per gallon. We were now informei 
that the French General MenoUy had, capitulated 
and Alejcandria was delivered up to the Britisl 
army under General Hutchinson; so th/^ nothinf 
remained for our part of the troops to do. On th4 
7th. ' we had two showers of rain, which was Uu 
first we had ssen since we sailed past Johanna 
upwards of four months before. About the 26th 
my eyes were afflicted with the ophthalmy, and 1 
continued to suffer much from it for some weeks. ] 
had therefore recourse to the general remedy o 
bathing them in cold water in order to alleviate th( 
excruciating pain. On the 7th. of November, w< 
had races on the plains of Roseito ; a sight wfaicl: 
had probably never been seen here before. The} 
commenced with horses running for a plate; tkeo 
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asses, for a purse of dollars ; after which the 
Arabs rode their camels for a purse of equal value. 
The course was about a mile round, which they 
had to run twice over. The racing of the latter 
was a novelty, and afforded much diversion to the 
spectators, the Camels not moving faster than at a 
high trot; but by which pace they kept the horses 
that accompanied them, at the gallop. On the 
l^th. I hired an ass, and again .visited Rosetto^ to 
procure some articles for the detachment, and 
during my stay there, I saw a Turkish wedding 
procession, .which both surprised and entertained 
me* First marched a number of blind men, each 
supporting a long white wand; then Egyptian 
musicians. Next appeared a Camel, superbly de- 
corated, with tall plumes of feathers on his head 
and bells round his neck ; on his back was fixed a 
soFt of canopy, with blue sattin curtains, edged 
with gold, to conceal from public view the per- 
sons who were seated under it* Then followed two 
other Camels, loaded nearly in the same manner, 
and with equal elegance. Next came a numerous 
company of women, dressed in black silk; but 
nothing more of their faces could be perceiived, 
than their eyes and a part of their forehead. 
About every ten or twelve yards they uttered a 
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dismal yell, which was succeeded by music. 
Arabs followed the women, each carrying 
land composed partly of artiiicial and real flo 
some of which were gilt. Tiie next were 
dren, from eight to ten years old, riding on I 
tiful horses, about twenty yards distance from < 
other, richly dressed; after which came 
Arabs, supporting a canopy of red sattin, oi 
mcnted with gold. Underneath this walked 
bride, (as I was informed) I could just perce 
her yellow boots. The procession closed w 
merry andrews and blind men, accompanied wi 
kettle drums, trumpets, and other musical instri 
ments. — Our place of encampment beings vei 
damp, proved rather unwholesome. My healt 
appeared to decline a-pace, and I was apprehenaiv 
of the near approach of a consumption, in const 
quence of the fatigue and privations we had suffere 
in the march through the Desert* I therefore applic 
to a physician well acquainted with the disordei 
locideiit to eastern climes, who soon was instri 
BMOtal in restoring me to good health. Theplagi 
DOW raged in the country with great fury, but i 
' we adopted preventatives, it did not make muc 
• progress in our quarter. It is supposed, that th 
dreadful scourge, which has so often afflicti 
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Egypt, and Dearly depopniiited m&ny of h^r towns, 
does not originally break out there, but is in a 
manner imported by vessels that come from Con- 
Biantinople or Smyroa, kden with fur, woollens, 
Ac. In Constanlinople it almost always prcvnilK in 
Ibe Summer, either in a greater or lesser dc|;rec ; 
htnce ships that trade from that place to Alexan- 
Jliia, often bring will) ihcm the' latent seeds of that 
disorder, and when thpir goods are exposed in the 
I Bazar or Market of that Cily, the infec.ion begins 
I to manifest itself. The Greeks, who deal in furs, 
fAc, and who trallic with these vessels, ere (rene- 
r the first victims. The infection ^rudually 
I Rofietto, from thence directs its course to 
, pursuing the customary channel of commu- 
s it is confirmed, the European 
9 have recourse to precautions by shutting 
\^ their servants up in tlieir houses, 
; with the natives and the 
sary to speak to any one, they 
O keep at such a distance as to 
iwilh thtir clothes, or breathing 
B to their vicluaitt being 
generally immerse them in cold 
By such preventives ihey 
^ea from this terrible calamity. 
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^ .-1 i«w ih«4'\««rir*ni as to nctrlcct i 

.» -V.A. ...M»N. During: the nme 

w^ .V >.«.>:** irisome and tedious, * 

... -..-->; ..>;ate^-^-** *: rard$ and (Hber i 

. •. \^ ^.^ ..* « r^^v^^K^ ha<^ in anywise suj 

t * c\-^. ^. : . .r ^/Twe' wvcupations with as 

^ « « ..^ . .s ") vi: r-w AAi^i^ned. Sach 



1 \\^.>. vS*^ vK\*v ;<f; -.^> a small village. 
<.\\v \sx. v> Sfvitt riv ^ AB£r« nioied El Hamidm 
i ^'^rvhased ^*iUTr very 50i.>d tuilk and eggs 
ArAb(»« ^^bo appeared to Sive here more comf 
ihdu in o:her pans of the count r\'. The 
aeemed post^eAsed ot* tender feehngs, but were c 
of speaking to ns before their husbands. 
seen them run into the houses and shut th 
when we approached. Thpy all wear wv 
vulgarly called Nose^Mgn^ ft he veil befoi 
tioned) which gave us no favourable idea < 
beauty. In returning to the camp I was a 
by A Bufl&ilo, who probably might have w 
injured me, if I Imd not crossed a lake which i 
tunately nigh the spot, where he did not chus 
low. There are many of those lakes near Roi 
which we saw plenty uf fuivl that resemb 
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vild dacki of England ; but they were so shy that 
we conld veiy rarely get within shot of them. I 
also noticed a great number of other birds, with 
exceedingly beautiful white plumage, but we never 
could succeed in killing one. During our stay here 
we buried two of our detachment in the s^nds, near 
the camp ; one a non-commissioned officer, ^nd the 
other a gunner ; both men of good character ; and 
I have every reason to believe, they fell a sacri- 
fice to their fatigues in the Desert, as they had 
never been well since that time. Having no cler- 
gyman with us, the funeral service was read by 
..Captain Henry Marsh, of the Royal Artillery, a 
well-informed and experienced ofiScer, whom every 
man ampngst us looked up to as a friend and bene- 
factor* It would be highly ungrateful in me to 
mention this gentleman, without paying a small tri- 
bute to his virtues. He united the soldier to the 
man of feeling, and by unremitting attention to his 
profession, uncommon suavity of manners, and an 
nnimpeached character, enjoyed the friendship and 
esteem of his superior officers, and was idolized by 
those who had the . good fortune to be under his 
coHunand. We had to regret his not being with 
us when we crossed the Desert ; s« much does the 
presence of a kind and intelligent officer give 
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energy and courage to the people about him. — 
On the 12th. of December, we marched for Alex- 
andria, and arrived there in four days. The first 
day we arrived at a miserable small village, called 
FAko^ inhabited principally by Arabs ; and on the 
morrow we marched on a tolerably good road on 
the beach, the sand being firmer than on other 
}>Hrts. In the course of this day several human 
bodies were observed dressed in military uniform^ 
which the wind had unburied ! Before we arrived 
at our next encampment we had to cross a lake in 
boats, that, on account of our having four field 
pieces, with limbers, proved very troublesome. 
We pitched our tents as soon as we crossed it On 
ihe 14th. we iparched at six in the morning, and 
hahed this day at Ahovkir^ rendered famous by the 
victory gained over the French fleet, by the late 
ever-to-be lamented hero, Admiral Lord Nelsoru 
Next morning we continued our march, and entered 
the ruins of Alexandria about two o'clock in the 
Afternoon, which still retained traces of former 
■vugniSpeiioe. We passed through the remains of 
\aifljf gateway, on the Rosetto road, where the 
lldflioo of th^ walls may be seen to the canaL 
«WftUv of the old city bear every mark of great 
|MUijiililyf and are defended, at equal distances, by 
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some circular towers, as are the inoer ones, which 
appear to have been strong. They are, however, 
suffered to fall into decay ; as well as the palace. 
It is said, that in this noble structure was deposited 
the body of Alexander the Great, (from whom the 
city takes it^s name) in a coffin of gold, which was 
afterwards removed. The materials for building 
the new town, have been principally furnished 
from the ruins of the old one ; so that no perfect 
ancient structures remain to gratify the curious ob- 
server. Marble pillars are to be met with in every 
direction, and I frequently discovered old floors 
beautifully laid with marble of various forms and 
colours. This city once contained the' most exten- 
sive library in the world, enriched with invaluable 
manuscripts; but the flames of war, at various 
epochs^ destroyed almost every vestige of this col- 
lection, which no doubt had taken ages to accom- 
plish. The ancient manuscripts of the holy scrip- 
tures, are said to have been deposited here. It^s 
destruiction was the most fatal blow ever struck at 
the roots of literature. — In the afternoon of the 
16th., I went, accompanied with several friends, to 
view the new town, which is situated close to the 
beach, upon an extensive tract of ground, but 
thinfy popolated. The streets are rather more 
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uniform and commodious than those of Kinneh^ 
Otiroy and RoseUo\ but a traTeller finds not here 
half the grratification which those phices afibrd* 
The French had erected some amazingly large 
It^rts to protect the town and oppose the British 
army. The plague made great havock here daily, 
8>veeping away great numbers of the inhabitants 
instantaneously. — On the 19tli. we struck our tents, 
and went to inhabit one of the old towers of Ma- 
rengo : although the building seemed in ruins, we 
^liould have found tolerable accommodation, had it 
not been for the annovance of fleas, which abso- 
lately swarmed in it, in spite of all our efforts to 
destroy them. It is impossible to describe how 
much we suffered from this species of vermin, to- 
gether with lice, which abound in Egypt during 
several months ; and when they disappear, th^' 
people are mostly a£Bicted with sore eyes. The 
southerly or hot winds of the Desert, are certainly 
hurtful to the sight, and injure much the health of 
the body. When these winds blow, nature assumes 
an alarming appearance. The atmosphere at other 
times so very clear in this country, becomes dark 
and heavy ; the sun soon looses his brilliancy, and 
becomes a saffiron colour. The air, though not 
cloudy, is grey and thick, and is fraught with a 
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8obtiI& dust, whicb insinuates itseif every where. 
This wind is not at first very hot, but increases in 
beat and aridity in proportion as it continues. All 
animated bodies soon perceive it by the revolution 
and change which it produces. The puhnonary 
organs which a too rarefied air no longer expands, 
become contracted and painful. The respiration is 
short and difficult, the skin parched and dry, and 
the whole frame consumed by an inward heat. To 
allay this internal heat, the afflicted sufferer has re- 
course to water, but in vain, the perspiration re* 
mains obstructed ; nor can coolness be found. All 
substances and liquids, though the sun does not ap- 
pear, are hot; the streets are deserted, the inhabi- 
tants shut themselves up in the houses, and the most 
death-like silence reigns! It generally continues for 
the space of three days, but should it last beyond 
that time it becomes insupportable. To the traveller, 
'wh(Hn this wind surprises, where no shelter is to 
be found, it''s influence often proves mortal to him; 
JBut the danger is most imminent when it blows in 
squalb, for then the celerity of the wind increases 
the heat to such a degree, as to occasion instan- 
'Aineous death. The aridity is such, that flesh- 
meat exposed to the wind does not putrify but 
becmnes hard as wood. la the deserts, dead 
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fjkf€mm art mna dned on. m^um are 
U^y^ thM a mam mmf mdk hk wwk 
U49t4 the eatire hodj of a CaadL Ii 
ih«! pUf ac» once Mioed bj hcaTca «■ the 
i'^«4M/bf Mill coBtiooe to Tex aad deanoy the 
Uri<L — One nif^fat whiJbt I was dtcpia^ ia this 
(om(ori\em abcide, I dreuat that I was ia Englaad, 
mir rounded bjr my frieads; aad whca I eagerly 
twimrtid for ny iather, they toU ae he was dead 
Aful buried* I wan so forcibly strodL with the dr- 
nitfiMUnce, that I made a memorandom of it. Ia 
rrnlity, when I returned to my native home, my 
iindittr wan no more! — When the commerce of 
Tyrti and Carthage began to decline, Alexandria 
aroMti in proportion to their decadence, till at length 
tt rngroMsed the whole trade of the Elast. The stu- 
prtiduuH tower, built on the Island of Pharos, at 
Ihn nxircimity of the bay, as a light-house for the 
dirnrlion of Mariners, was formerly accounted one 
of tba woudnni of the world, but now is little more 
Ihnu aheap of ruins. On the 2l8t. the sky being 
clftar and ncrcno, I took a walk to view what is 
Munuiouly oallvd Pompcy^s Pillar, a grand and 
ttviftutil'ul oholiHk of fino granite, in the Corinthian 
Mylo, which still retains a beautiful polish. It 
MtaiuU About a quarter of a mile from the south 
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irall of the town, nigh the place whereon (as tra- 
dition says) a palace built by Julius Caesar once 
Rtood. The shaft of this curious monument is 
eighty-eight feet high, and nine feet in diameter ; 
it stands on a base composed evidently of the ruins 
of the town, wiiich seems to contradict it''s having 
been erected in memory of Pompey. Some con- 
sider it to refer to the age of the Roman Empe- 
rors. The superficial height of this pillar, includ- 
ing the base, is a hundred and fourteen feet. The 
pillar alone, from its height, prodigious circumfe j 
rence, and the solitary situation, impresses a 
genuine sentiment of admiration and respect Be- 
tween the old and new town are seen a number of 
subterraneous vaults, which in former times served 
as reservoirs for the river Nile-; but by neglect the 
pipes are now rendered useless. These vaults are 
constructed in a style of elegance far superior to 
the best modern edifices in the new town; and 
their marble pillars, polished floors, &c., gave me 
a very exalted idea of the spirited magnificence of 
the ancients. About the middle of January, 1802, 
fifty men, belonging to the 10th. regiment of foot, 
were invalided, and embarked for England. Forty- 
eight of them had been deprived of their sight by 
the climate* — From the 28th. December to the 2d. 

T 
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Kcbruary, wo had constant and very heavy raii^ 
Tlio Nile Hwt^IIed and became so rough, as to oc^ 
taHJon niAiiy accidents, amongst which was the loss 
(if Hrveral dgcrms or boats, with Buffaloes for the 
UHo of the army, as they were attempting to cross 
ihr bar. TMh place, at certain times, when the 
Hi rung currout and the sea meet, is almost impas- 
Hublc. *V\\v dimensions of Cleopatra^s needles, 
( whicl) WM niciiHurcd) are in length 63 feet, breadth 
iM tilt* (lii(>k(*.si part, seven feet four inches, centre 
hix {W\ iivo inches, and near the end five feet foui 
iiu'lirs, ((M'luinating in a point. The upright one 
t\i\\uU uptin an immense squtire stone of granite 
I ho hhul'iK bfing carved all over with hieroglyphi< 
(*ltararu*rH, such as shapes of birds, men, fish, all o 
whid), (imt' has nearly defaced; the other wa: 
tuntrd ovor by a part of our army, after excessivi 
troublt\ and underneath its base the following in 
nrription wah deposited, engraven upon a piece o 
\^hitt^ marble, by order of the Commander ii 
Chief: — ** In the year of the Christian aera, 1798 
tht) llopublic of France landed on the shores o: 
Kgypt an army of 40,000 men, commanded b] 
their must able General, Bonaparte. The conduc 
of the general and the valour of the troops 
('Hooted the entire subjugation of that country; bu 
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^der Divine Providence, it was reserved for the 
Rfitish nation to annihilate their ambitious designs. 
Their fleet was attacked, defeated, and destroyed, 
lu Aboukir Bay, by a British fleet of equal force, 
commanded by Admiral Horatio Nelson. Their 
intended conquest of Syria was counteracted at 
Acre, by a most gallant resistance under Commo- 
dore Sir Sydney Smith; and Egypt was rescued 
from their dominion by a British army, inferior in 
numbers, commanded by General Sir Ralph Aber- 
cromby, who landed at Aboukir, on the 8tb. 
March, 1801 ; defeated the French on several oc- 
casions, particularly in a most decisive action 
near Alexandria, on the 21st. of that month, 
when they were driven from the field, and forced 
to shelter themselves in their garrisons of Cairo and 
Alexandria, which places subsequently surrendered 
by capitulation. To record to future ages these events, 
and to commemorate the loss sustained by the army 
of Sir Ralph Abercromby, who received his death 
wound, in the moment of victory, on that memo- 
rable day, is the design of this inscription." — Nevei^, 
in fact, were British courage, skill, and persever- 
ance, more amply displayed than in the expulsion 
«f the French from this country. 
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Emalatioa seemed to animate every bn 
army : hunger, thirst, faticroe and sicki 
not tor a moment make us forsret the gr 
which had brou£:ht us throucrh dans^erou 
pathless de^rts; and our sufferings were 
by the pleasing reflection, that we were 
a good cause. As a proof that our exp 
the Red Sea, and throuirh the Deser 
master-piece of military arrangement, I 
join an extract of a letter received b} 
Baird, from the Governor General of 
Indies, which by no means over-rates the 
conduct of the former : — " I received, with 
pleasure, the details of the activity, pei-seve 
litary skill and judgment, arranired with th 
der your command, to surmount the difficu 
opposed its march through the Deserts fro 
Kinneh. I desire that you will communicate 
to Lieutenant Colonels Murray and Mon 
their respective able and laborious exerti( 
moling the public service. I request also 
will communicate to all the officers, nc 
tioned officers, from India, serving ur 
^mmand, and to the troops composing y 
the high opinion I entertain of the mi lit; 
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discipline and firmness, which have distinguished 
their conduct, under the peculiar difficulties and 
hardships to which they were exposed." — On the 
20th. of March, a party of us set out to. view the 
Roman temple; about four miles westward of Alex- 
andria« It was not without difficulty that we found 
it, its situation being very retired, not far from 
the beach. The entrance was almost overgrown 
with weeds; and when we went in, we found it 
necessary to take off our hats, coats, and waist- 
coats, on account of the heat. The entrance into 
the first apartment, was through a hole scarcely 
wide enough to admit the body, which conducted 
to another room about seven feet high, and, as 
near as we could judge, twenty yards long. This 
place was perfectly dark, but we proceeded by the 
light of torches, which we brought with us, to the 
farther extremity of it, and found another place to 
creep through similar to the first ; but ere we en- 
tered it, we thought it essentially necessary to have 
lights fastened to the wall, in order that we might 
be enabled to find our way back, otherwise we 
stood a very fair chance of remaining there. In 
thft next department we saw a number of graves, 
covered over nearly in the same way as they are in 
England. We then turned to the left in a wind- 
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mg descent, ttili obsenring to pl&ce lights as w 
went along till we came to the temple. Here m; 
astonishment was raised to a great pitch, by the ap^^ 
pearance of an extensive place with a cupola in the 
centre, which apparently had been handsomely 
finished* On each side of the cupola, was a square 
room, containing a great number of bones. These 
places, we concluded, had been used for the pur- 
pose of offering burnt sacrifices. We now pro- 
ceeded to several other apartments through holes 
still more difiicult of access, till some of my com- 
panions began to wish themselves out A few of 
us, however, determined to proceed as far as we 
could, till at last, to our disappointment, we found 
a hole so small through which we were unable to 
creep, and consequently were necessitated to return* 
As our curiosity had been whetted by the little 
aperture we could not get through, a young drum- 
mer was procured who entered it with a lighted 
torch, and found another room, wherein he could 
only perceive a well. This proved to be the extre- 
mity of the building ; and left us at a loss to ac- 
count for what could have been the use of it. — As 
wo were returning to the town on the sea side, we 
discovered some beautiful bathing houses, built of 
m.irhle ; the floors curiously paved with the 
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Material, variegated with beaatifiil colours. At 
high water the baths were filled, which difiosed an 
agreeable cooliiess throughout the whole. Tradi- 
tion says, they were erected for Cleopatra ! Within 
a hundred yards of these, to the westward, are 
apartments hewn in the rock on each side of a 
gallery. They contain niches to place mummies or 
embalmed bodies in. Proceeding further we de- 
scended into an extensive dark cave, which seemed 
to be about thirty feet deep, and divided by stone 
walls reaching within a yard of the roof. In our 
way home, we saw several of the same descrip- 
tion, but not so large. Near the gate of Necropo- 
lis, are to be seen the ruins of a building called 
the Mosque, of a thousand and one pillars, which 
we were informed had been formerly a church, 
dedicated to St. Mark ; this evangelist having re- 
tided on the spot, and nigh> which it is said he was 
martyred. — ^There is also another Mosque, named SU 
Athanasiu9^ which was formerly a flourishing primi- 
tive church, built in the most magnificent manner and 
dciU, containing many rare pieces of antiquity. 
About four leagues from Alexandria, is Aboukir, 
called by .Europeans Bequieres. This place is 
situated ,on the western side of a large b^y ; a chain 
of rocks extending from it to a small island, wh^ch 
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thnir own wants in the presence of the more p 
Nin^ one of others, without any hesitation gave h 
part of their allowance. They were about to bes 
upon her a part of their water, though there 
(*V(*ry probability of being in want themsel 
whf*n they beheld the furious husband appro 
who, feasting his eyes at a distance with the f 
(»f his vengeance, had kept it^s victim in sight. 
Mprung forward, snatched from the woman^s h. 
tlio brea<l, the water, (that last necessary of 
which pity had given to inisfortune : '' Stop," c 
ho, ^^ nhc has loHt her honour, she has woui 
miuo ; this child is my shame, it is the son of gu 
Tho NuIdioiH resisted his attempt to deprive 
woman of the food they had given her. Hisjealt 
wan incrvaRod at seeing the object of his fury bee 
that of the kindness of others. He~drew a dagj 
and gavo tho woman a mortal blow ; then seized 
rhihU threw it into the air, and destroyed it b; 
iklh afterwards, with stupid ferocity, he s 
Ittolioniffff looking steadfastly at those who 
mundvtl him> and defying their vengeance. 
(|uiry waa madr, whether there were no pi 
biiory lawa against soch an atrocious abus 
authority* The reply was, that the man bad c 
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^rong to stab ihe woman, because at the end of 
*orty days, she might have been received into a 
house and supported through the medium of charity/' 

The next place we went to examine, were the 
tMins of Cleopatra's Palace, which stand about ^ve 
Hiiles east from Alexandria. This place is rendered 
more remarkable by the glorious victory obtained 
oyer the French by the British army, on the 21st 
of March, 1801, when the deservedly lamented Sir 
Ralph Abercromby received his death wound. — 
Near the ruins of the palace, is a small mosque, 
encompassed by a burying ground, at which are to 
be seen innumerable lines of graves, containing the 
bodies of British and French, who fell on that me- 
morable day.. — Peace to their manes ! Close to 
the ruined walls we observed the following inscrip- 
tion on the grave of an officer : — 

** To the memory of Lieutenant Colonel Peter 
Duttens, of Stewart's regiment, who fell in the 
action of the 21 st. March, 1801, at the head of 
the regiment*" 

The action which was fought on this memorable 
qpiot having been so glorious to the military prowess 
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of British soldiers, the relation given of it by ! 

Robert Wilson, cannot fail to be interesting to i 

reader : the particulars of which ar« a$ follows ; 

^^ On the 21st. of March, the British army, 

usual, were under arms at three o^Clock in < 

morning; all was quiet to half-past thre^ d^cio* 

when the report of a musquet was heard at i 

extremity of the left. Instantly afterwards a a 

non fired, scattered musquetry succeeded, « 

then two more guns. For a moment attention v 

directed to that quarter. All were convinced tl 

a generaf attack was commencing, but it was i 

mediately evident, that the firing was too feeble 

the left, to believe that to be the point of t 

enemy^s serious object. Indeed this was the ui 

versal sentiment; and General Moore, yiyho 

general officer of the night, on the first alai 

proceeded to the left, was so impressed with tl 

idea, that he turned back to the right. For a fe 

minutes^ all was still; but it was the avyful suspen 

of anxious expectation, not of apprehensio 

Every eye was painfully extended forwards throu^ 

the gloomy mist of the atmosphere, aiid the ea 

strained to catch the smallest sound, Occasio 

ally the eastern horizon was anxiously regardec 

but though the dawn of the morning was perce] 
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^^ble, it seemed reluctantly to break. On a sudden 
*oud shouts were heard in front of the right, which 
Ailly certified the enemy^s intention ; a roar of mus* 
quetry immediately succeeded, and the action then 
became general. The enemy, covered by the 
Unequal surface of the ground, had advanced un- 
perceived as far as the Videttes^ and continued to 
press on with them, and the retiring picquets of in- 
fantry to the main position with all possible cele* 
rity : one column directed itself upon t)ie ruins 
where the 58th. was posted, the front of which 
Was considei'ably more extensive than the front of 
the regiment; but some part of the wall still stand- 
ing, it admitted of the regiment^s dividing itself, but 
ficarcely, notwithstanding, did the troops fill up the 
different openings. Colonel Houston, who com- 
manded, faintly perceived the column of the enemy 
advancing with beat of drums and huzzas; but 
fearing lest the British picquets might be preceding, 
he allowed it to approach so close, that the glazed 
hats were clearly distinguished, when he ordered 
the grenadiers to fire, which was followed by the 
whole regiment, and repeated with several rounds. 
These continued and well directed discharges, not 
only checked but maHe the enemy^s column retire 
qaidcly into a hollow, some distance in their rear, 
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wb^ft it Nhortly afterwards wbeeicd to t^ 

afffl ^tMUavuurcd to force roood tbe redovbi n 

itf )(% loft wttii another coltunn, directing it's 

ll|Nm dm bHtt(*ry. The 28tlu regiment eu 

fliKrftf opitni^d a heavy fire on that part 

Piwmy which aUcmpted to storm the rede 

front ( hut tht" main body of the two colami 

julnttd lo n third, forced in behind the redoul 

whlk MMiiti rrnmincd to attack it thus in th 

Ihi* r^ni \w\\t^\\'tiW{\ into the ruina. ( 

(*ro\^(yy(^i who cointmtnded the left of the 

fdmiirvln|{ ihoir advance through the op 

wht*(*l»*d hm*k (wo companies, and after t 

lhrt*t« roiHuln of fir^ advanced on the enen 

lht> hnyout^l. At (Iun ingtant the 23d. re 

appt^aiml to nupport, iiaving moved for tl 

\nm iVom itV »tatiun, and the 42d. also ad^ 

m [\\p ^\Wvm nidt* of iho ruins, to cover tt 

\{\^ on \\\\\ Wi\ of the redoubt, so cut of the 

MNhloh hud t>l\tt^rt^d% that after a severe loi 

\\^l*|k ohhgt^d to nurreuder. The 28th. r- 

had prvikt^i\ti'd% an well as the 58th., the < 

diuary i^peotacleof troops fighting at the sai 

U\ the lVont% flank;** and rear. Although t 

H>v\uded% the 8Sth» n^jjinient remained fixe 

l^atlWm ^ the j^rapet^ and preser\*ing it 
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continued a contest almost unexampled before this 
day. The advance of the 42d. relieved the 28th. 
for a moment from this unequal attack ; bat as that 
regiment approached the right of the redoubt, the 
first line of the enemy's cavalry passing by the left 
of the redoubt, floundering over the tents and in the 
holes dug in the encampment of the 28th. regimeiit, 
charged en masse^ and overwhelmed the 42d. ; yet, 
though broken, this gallant corps was not defeated, 
individually it resisted, and the conduct of each 
man exhalted still more the high character of the 
regiment. Colonel Spencer, who with the flank 
companies of the 40th., had taken his station in the 
intervals of the ruins, was for some seconds afraid 
to order his men to fire, lest he should destroy the 
42d., so intermixed with the enemy. But the 
cavalry passing on, and directing itself against that 
interval, he was obliged to command the firing, 
which stopt the cavalry's advance ; yet such a feeble 
force must instantly have been overpowered, if at 
this critical moment General Stewart, with the 
Foreign Brigade from the second line, had not 
advanced in the most perfect order, and poured in 
such a heavy and well-directed fire that nothing 
could withstand it, and the enemy fled or perished. 
It was in the charge of the cavalry, that the gallant 
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Sir Ralph Abercromby, always anxious to be the 
most forward in danger, received his mortal wound. 
On the first alarm he had mounted his horse, and find* 
ing that the right was seriously engaged, proceeded 
thither. When he came near the ruins, he dis- 
patched his Aides-de-Camp^ with some orders to 
different brigades, and whilst thus alone, some 
Dragoons of the French Cavalry penetrated toi the 
spot, and he was thrown from his horse.^ One ol 
them, from the tassel of his sword, supposed bin 
to be an officer, then rode at him, and attempted 
to cut him down ; but just as the point of the 
sword was falling, his natural heroism, and the 
energy of the moment, <o invigorated the veteran 
general^ that he ueized the sword, and wrested i( 
from the hand ; at that instant the officer was bay- 
onetted by a soldier of the 4!2d. Sir Ralph Aber- 
cromby did not know the moment of his receiving 
tlie wound in the thigh, but complained severely 
of the contusion in his breast, supposed to be 
given by the hilt of the sword in the scuffle. Sir 
Sydney Smith was the first officer who came to Sii 
Ralph, and who, by an accident, had broke his 
own sword, which Sir Ralph observing, he in- 
stantly presented to him the one he had so glori- 
ously acquired. This sword Sir Sydney means to 
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place on his monument A singular circum^ 
dtance happened almost immediately afterwards. 
Major Hall, aide-de-camp to General Craddocki 
iTvhilst going- with orders, had his horse killed from 
under him. Seeing Sir Sydney, he begged to 
mount his orderly man'^s horse. As Sir Sydney was 
turning round to bid him give it to Major Hall, a 
cannon ball struck off the Dragoon^s head. This, 
exclaimed Sir Sydney, is destiny, the horse^ Major 
Hall is your^s. — Sir Ralph, as the cavalry was by 
this time repulsed, "walked to the redoubt on the 
right of the Guards, from which he cpuld Command 
a view of the whole field of battle. The French, 
although driven out of the camp, by no means gave 
up the contest on the right A second charge of 
cavah-y was attempted by their reserve against th« 
foreign brigade, but completely failed. After this 
their infantry did not keep any longer in a body, 
but acted en tirailleur^ except that a battalion main- 
tained still a hiileflSche in front of the redoubt, on 
each flank of which Republican colours were 
planted. The ammunition of the British was by 
this time totally exhausted, and the regiments of 
the reserve were obliged to remain without firing a 
shot, some not having one round left, and for a 
time there was only one cartouch for the guns in 
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(he battery. Whibt such was the state of the 
test on the right, the attack on the centre had 
continued. As soon as day dawned, a colum 
grenadiers had advanced, supported by a h< 
line of infantry, to the assault of this part of 
position* The Guards posted there at first tt 
out their flankers to oppose them, but these b 
driven in, when the column approached very i 
General Ludlow directed the brigade to fire, rt 
they did with the greatest precision. The Fr 
General seeing the echelhn formation, had adva: 
to turn the left flank of the Guards, but the oi 
commanding there instantly wheeled back some* 
panies, which checked their movement, and 
advance of General Coote, with his brigade, t 
pelled the ui to retreat. Finding this effort ine 
tual, they then dispersed as sharp-shooters, 
kept up a very destructive fire, at the same 
that the French cannon played incessantly, 
left of the British was never seriously engage< 
was ttnly exposed to partial musquetry, and a 
tant cannonade. The French on the right,, du 
the want of ammunition amongst the British, 
attempted to approach again clooe to the rede 
and some of them also having exhausted th 
absohitely peked stones from the ditch at the 2 
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^bo feturned these unusual yet not altogether 
Wmless instruments of violence, as a serjeant of 
the 28tfa. was killed by one breaking through his 
forehead ; but the grenadier company of the 4(Hh. 
Bioring oat, the assailants ran away, the sharp- 
diooters in front left the hollows they were covered 
by, and the battalion also evacuated the^Z^A^. At 
length General Menou finding that every one of his 
movements had failed, and that the British lines 
had suffered no serious impression to justify the 
hopes on an eventual succejss, determined on a re- 
treat. His hues retired in very good order under 
the Jbeights of their position ; but fortunately for 
them, there was. such a want on the part of the 
British of ammunition, otherwise the slaughter 
would have been double ; as the ground they had 
to pass ever presented a glacis for the farthest range 
of Aotp As it was, the cannon on the left did 
much execution, and also the King> Cutters on 
the right, which had during the whole action most 
gallantly rem^aned in their station, although ex- 
posed to a1»ody of the enemy within half musquet 
shot, expressly firing at them, and who had the 
advantage 'of a considerable elevation. A corps of 
French cav^ilry, posted at the bridge on the canal 
of Alexandria, to protect the right flanks of their 
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lines, and to prevent a movement from the Britis 
left, deserves equally to be mentioned for the ste^ 
diness with which it maintained its ^oun< 
although the sliot plunged constantly into the rank 
At about ten, A. M., the action ceased ; but it w. 
not till the defeat of the French was thus absolute 
assured, that Sir Ralph Abercromby, who had r 
mained in the battery, where several times he hi 
nc'arly been killed by cannon shot, could be pr 
vailod upon to quit the field. He had continue 
walking about, paying no attention to his woun 
only occasionally complaining of a pain in 1 
breast from the contusion. Officers who went 
him in the course of the action, returned withe 
knowing from his manner or appearance that 
had been wounded, and many only ascertained 
by seeing the blood trickling down his clothes, j 
last his spirit, when exertion was no longer necc 
sary, yielded to nature; he became faint, w 
placed in a hammock, and borne to the d^ 
cheered by the feeling expressions and blessings 
the soldiers as he passed; he was then put into 
boat, accompanied by his aide^e^camp and esteem* 
friend. Sir Thomas Dyer, and carried to Loi 
Keith's ship. — When the French army had total 
vvithdrawn, the attention of the Pritish was direct 
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to those miserably wounded men who were left on 
tiie field of battle ; and the spectacle, from ^he con- 
tracted ness of the ground of action, was pecu- 
liarly distressing. Those who have never seen such 
a sight, must not suppose the effect of this scene 
altogether consists in the groans and lamentations 
of the dying : no, it is the gallant resolution with 
vvhich these acute and terrible sufferings are borne, 
the energy of the soul, subduing the violence of 
bodily pain ; the character of th^ soldier supported 
ia these last moments, which excite the feelings, 
and annihilate the rage of hostility. During the 
action several explosions were heard and seen in 
different parts of the field. They were now found 
to have been occasioned by the blowing up of tum- 
brils, set on fire by the British shells: on the ground 
were found about 1700 French killed or wounded, 
1040 of whom were buried in the course of two 
days on the field of battle. If the calculation be 
carried on in the general proportion of wounded 
to killed, the enemy^s loss would appear to have 
been very considerable indeed; but, the number, 
including the prisoners, at the fairest estimation, 
amounted to about 4000 men, amongst which were 
niost of their principal officers, killed or wounded. 
pmeral.Roiz^ lay dead in rear of the redoubt, on 
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the right, in his pockets were found the ordc 

the attack, and a letter from General Memm^ 

interesting natare. Two pieces of cannon 

abandoned, one of them an Austrian eight ] 

der was lying within four yards of the redoab 

four fine horses killed which drew it, and se 

artillerymen. It seems that a discharge of { 

from the twenty4bur pounder had effected 

when the French during the darkness had br< 

up the gun by accident in front of the ba 

four hundred horses were also lying on the 

most of them on the left of the ruins* In this 

the French standard was taken. The 42d. reg 

and a private of the Minorca^ by name Am 

LutZf claim equally the trophy. Major St 

first obtained possession of it, when the 42 

gallantly advanced to relieve the 28th. and I 

this officer gave it to the care of Serjeant Sii 

who in the subsequent charge of the French ci 

lost it. When the Minorca regt. advanced to r 

the 42d., and routed the enemy, the Fren< 

recovered the colours; but Lntz perceivin 

standard, advanced from the ranks, and fired 

officer who was carrying it; and who was 

way behind his men* The officer fell, and 

seizing the standard, re-loaded his piece, ant 
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proceeding to joinliis regiment when two Dragoons 
rode at him. He fired and killed the horse of^one, 
then rushed upon the rider, whose foot was en- 
tangled in the sdrrap ; but the man begging his 
life and sHrrendering his i^rms, Lvntz granted him 
quarter, and carried the prisoner with the colours 
to bis Qftcer Lieutenant Markoff^ who ordered 
him to helwi quarters, where he received the regu- 
lated reward, viz., twenty dollars. The loss of 
the British was six officers and two hundred and 
thirty-three men killed ; sixty officers, eleven hun- 
dred and ninety men wounded; three officers, 
twenty-nine men missing. The British tents were 
torn to pieces by the shot, and thousands of brass 
cannon balls were glistening in the sand. Several 
servants had been killed in the tents, and many 
miraculous escapes of the sick lying in them are to 
be told. When the conduct of all were so distin- 
guished, it is difficult to particularize merit ; but it 
would manifest ignorance or prejudice not to speak 
of General Moore with those sentiments of admira- 
tion which the whole army felt and expressed. His 
exertions, personal courage, and ability, contri- 
buted much to the success of the day, and enhanced 
that character which his former brilliant services 
mcquired hitn. Wounded «arly in the actimi 
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through the leg« he refosed to quit the field, and 
continued in an activity aUnost beyond belief, when 
the nature of such a wound is considered. Thi^ 
officer was wounded three times before he left the 
field, when our army was in Holland. Every 
where he has gained the admiration of the army,- 
exalted the honour of his country, and given pledges 
of his being one day ranked amongst the most 
illustrious officers of the age.^^ His subsequent ser- 
vices, particularly in Spain^ hjaLvefidly verifyedthis 
prediction, and the British nation have to lament 
the loss of an officer, who was, at once^ an honour 
to his country, and an ornament to his profession. 
" The conduct of Brigadier General Oakes, was 
equally meritorious, and although severely wounded 
in the morning, still remained on the field. 
To General Stewart's movement the army was 
much indebted, as it certainly decided the action^ 
Colonel Spencer's conduct was consistent with 
that which gained him in Holland a fame, never 
to be obliterated or out-rivalled. General Lud* 
low's coolness and disposition preserved the centre, 
until General Coote's movement ; in short, whdn- 
ever opportunity presented itself, every^ thing was 
done which gallantry, zeal and ability could per- 
form. Sir Sydney Smith, wounded early, was 
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always in the hottest fire, and moat active in ren-^ 
dering every assistance. The Captains of the navy 
on shore, commanding the Artillery in the great 
battery, exerted themselves to the utmost ; and the 
sailors, who could be spared, were of the greatest 
service in carrying tip the ammunition wherever 
wanted. Some Turks were also employed on this 
service, but unacquainted with cannon shot, they 
could never advance above ten paces at a time with- 
out dropping it to crouch from the balls. Yet 
this was not a deficiency of courage in them, but of 
habit and discipline. The conduct of the troops 
cannot but excite wonder in military men, of what- 
ever nation they may be. Surrounded, partly 
broken, without ammunition, still to continue the 
contest, and remain conquerors, is an extraordi- 
nary instance of intrepidity, discipline, and inhe- 
rent conduct. The British service may not only 
pride itself on that day for the battle gained, but 
as it serves for the ground-work of future glory, and 
if its details are properly impressed, must univer- 
sally difiuse instruction and confidence in danger.^' 
— On the morning of the 29th. the death of Sir 
Ralph Abercromby was known; he had borne 
painful operations with the greatest firmness, but 
the ball could not be extracted. At length a mor- 
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liJication eosaed, and he died in the evening of the 
28th., having always expressed the greatest solici- 
tude for the armj, and irritating his mind from 
the first moment with the anxiety to resum# the 
command. His loss was a severe one; his. death 
universally mourned; he was beloved by the 
troops for his kindness and attention to their wel&re^ 
and his courage was their pride and example* His 
age, combined with his services, exertions, and 
manners, rendered him an object of enthusiastic 
admiration, but every eulogium is unworthy of his 
fame, except conveyed in the pathetic and elegant 
sentiments of his friend and successor, >*' Were it 
permitted for a soldier to regret any one who has 
fallen in the service of his country, I might be ex- 
cused for lamenting him more than any other per- 
son, but it is some consolation to those who tenderly 
loved him, that as his life was honourable, so war 
his death glorious. His memory will be recorded 
in the annals of his country, will be sacred to every 
British soldier, and embalmed -in the recollection of 
a grateful posterity." 

The walls of Cleopatra^s palace are situated with- 
in 300 yards of the sea, and its grand front seems 
to have been towards Rosetto, From the q)pear- 
a nee of the ruins it cannot be doubted that the 
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building Wd» large, and finished in the most magni- 
ficent style of ancient architecture. After having 
explored these memorable ruins and the adjacent 
plain where the battle was fought, we sat down and 
refreshed ourselves, and then returned to Alexan- 
dria livith feelings better to be conceived than des- 
cribed. — As to the religion of the Mahometans of 
Egypt, there is a similarity to that of the Turks. 
The Moors and Arabs certainly make up the bulk 
of the people ; and it is observed, that they are 
much more superstitious and zealous in their man- 
ners than the Mahometans of Turkey. They have 
priests denominated Santos, or iPuritans, among 
them for whom they express a very great reverence; 
but the Turks hate and despise these characters. 
Many of these Santos go through the stteets in a 
state of nudity, without the least cohering, suffer- 
ing their hair to grow to an unreasonable length ; 
in this condition they visit the habitationd of people 
of respectability, and have the audacity to sit down 
to dinner with them without any invitation what- 
ever, and leave their houses with as little ceremony 
as they entered ; this is looked upon by the super-^' 
stitious, as no small blessing to be thus favoured 
with a visit from these people. Such are the effects 
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of blind tuperatition in people not illumined by the 
radiant rays of divine grace, and who have never 
drank of that living water which flows from the 
pure fountain of truth. How awful is the reflecr 
tion, that this nation once 90 highly favoured with 
the Gospel, is now, generally speaking, enveloped 
in gross darkness and idolatry. Tradition inform^ 
us, that St. Mark planted Christianity here, and 
was the first Bishop of Alexandria, then the Metro- 
polis of Egypt, and who afterwards sealed the 
truths )ie propagated, with hia blood. 

Since the Ottoman Emperors have had the domir 
nion of this country, they have invariably governed 
it by a Viceroy, called the Bassa of Grand Cairo \ 
but as Egypt is apportioned into different principa- 
lities, the Princes' whereof are sovereigns in their 
respective territories, the Bassa transacting nothing 
without their concurrence. Nor durst the Turkish 
government overload the Egyptians with taxes, for 
fear of a general revolution; insomuch that, except 
what the V^iceroy and his people illegally extort fron^ 
them, the sum raised by the government seldoni 
amounts to a million of our money, of which twq 
thi rds are spent within the kingdom, and not more 
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than one third comes iato the Grand Seignior^s 
treasury. 

On the 29th. March, we embarked on board the 
Anacreon transport, bound to the Island of Malta. 
And on the 7th. of April, weighed anchor and 
sailed with a favourable wind. In about four 
hours we lost sight of Alexandria, and enjoyed the 
pleasing hope of once more visiting our native land. 
The learned seem to feel regret when they are 
obliged to quit Egypt, and the antiquarian would 
dwell for ever among the tombs of the Pharoh's, 
and the ruins of temples and palaces : for my part, 
I beheld with wonder and delight the stupendous 
monuments qf. ancient grandeur; I stood with plea- 
sure on the soil which re-called to my thought so 
many passages of sacred history, and formed so 
prominent a feature in it; but, when the word was 
given to return home, to England ! and leave this 
shore, now pregnant with disease, and a prey to 
hordes of barbarians ; tombs, temples, palaces, all 
appeared to dwindle into insignificance, and my 
mind was filled with ideas of revisiting a shore, 
where' Health and Plenty walk hand in hand, and 
where the sweetest gifts of nature are within the 
f ^ach of the meanest individual. 
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^ ActiiK m iiUioUnce abroad we roam^ 
In quest of happiness j which dwells gtt komt^ 
With vain pursuits fatigu'd, at length we find^ 
No place like England which we left behind!*'^ 

On the 14th. we passed the Island of Candia, 
formerly Crete, said by the ancients to be the 
birth place of Jupiter. It once gave laws to all 
Crreeoej and was amazingly populous* Now it ap- 
pears little better than a Desert; the famous Mount 
Ida having lost every trace of the beauty it was 
once said to possess, and the hundred Cretan Cities 
being reduced to heaps of rubbish ; it js,' however, 
still fertile in many parts, and produces corn, wine, 
oil, silk, cotton, and excellent honey. The inha- 
bitants are chiefly Greeks, who, in general, bear 
a good character. The city of Candia or Mutiwm^ 
the capital, is situated on a bay of the sea, about 
the middle of the north side of the Island, iEtnd was 
once a good harbour, but choaked up at present. 
The siege of this city by the Turks, lasted twenty- 
four years. The Turks invested it in the beginning 
of the year 1645, and the garrison held out to thd 
latter end of September, 1669, after having 
sustained no less than fifty-six dreadful assaults, and 
at last capitulated oti honourable terms. The Ye* 
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netians lost upwards of eighty thousand men in the 
defence of the place^ and the Turks above a hun- 
dred and eighty thousand during the siege. Thi» 
Island still remains in possession of the Turks, and 
is 300 miles in length and 50 in breadth, situated 
to the south of the Archipelago, 500 miles S. W* 
of Constantinople, in Lon. 25. 18. E., Lat. 35. 
18. N. On the l^h» we had some very heavy 
rains, with every ipdicatibn of stormy weather. 
Next day it blew so hard a-head, as to drite u» 
back nearly to Candia^ and rendered our situation 
on board, (filled as we were with troops) exceed* 
ingly uncomfortable. The short motion of the sea 
in this part is far more disagreeable than that of the 
Atlantic. Many of our shipmates had been nearly 
deprived of sight in Egypt, and the rolling of the^ 
vessel was to them a very great inconvenience, for 
they were constantly running fou( of each other^ 
and incommoding the rest of the passengers, con- 
sisting of three or four hundred persons. But we 
were steering homeward, and that reflection made 
uvbear our sufferings with cheerfulness. On the 
20th. a number of small birds, resembling the 
brown linnet of England, flew on board, and con- 
vinced us we were not far from the place of our 
destidation. Next day we made the Island of 
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Malta ; but the wind being onfaYpiirable, we cooU 

not enter the port till the day after, when we saikd 

into Quarantine Bay, and cast anchor. It ii 

impofliiible to say whether I was more astonishec 

or picafied on entering this harbour, so well de 

fended by nature and art, and affording such ampl 

decurity to Hhips of any dimensions. The entranc 

from the sea ift narrow, but perfectly safe with 

pilot on board ; the shore being bold and even 

When a ship is once in, she remains as safe froi 

wind and sea as if she were in dock;. and it 

vory common to lath even men of war alongsic 

the quA^R. The tide here is scarcely discernible; ! 

that vessels arc never left dry as they are in oi 

harbours; and from the oiling, the ships appe^ 

as if they were at anchor in the middle of tl 

town. On the 25th. we disembarked, to perfor 

quarantine at the Lazaretto, a spacious buildii 

with open courts, set apart for that purpose. Tl: 

is a very necessary precaution to guard against tl 

plague, one of the severest scourges of the hum< 

rftce. On the 16ih. of May, after performing 

quarantine of twenty-one days, we crossed the ha 

hour, and landed in the town of La Valelta^ tl 

capital of the island. We here found plenty 

every thing, very cheap ; although we had eiitc 
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tained a very diJSferent opinion whilst we remained 
in the Lazaretto. The bum-boat people, taking ad- 
vantage of our confinement, sold us fresh provisions 
at a very exorbitant price ; but I was not surprised 
at this when I reflected on the impositions practised 
on the poor sailors and soldiers, on board ships, 
even in British harbours. It was at first a matter 
of surprise to me, how provisions, (particularly 
vegetables) should be found here in, such abund- 
ance, when the island appeared little better than a 
solid rock. My astonishment, however, ceased, 
when they informed me, that immense quantities of 
earth had been transported here from Sicily, at 
different times, that gave the advantages of fruit- 
fulness to a place, where nature had seemed to deny 
them; besides, there is a constant supply of excel- 
lent corn, bread, meat, pouhry, eggs, butter,, milk, 
&c., from the same place, brought in small boats, 
which run over with a fair wind, in five or six 
hours, being about sixty miles distant. The Island 
lies between Africa and Sicily, and is twenty miles 
icJhg and twelve broad. It formerly belonged to 
the Emperor Charles Vth., who gave it to the Grand 
Master of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, 
when he was driven by the Turks from Rhodes^ In 
1666, it was attacked by the Turks, who were 
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obliged to abandon it with the Toss of 30,000 
from which time the Mahese have been at con 
war with the Porte* Since the French seia 
the Knights have been dispersed ; and it 
matter of doubt whether they will ever be rei 
again. The ancient inhabitants were Arabs 
the common people speak a kind of Arabic 1 
day ; but Italian is the language in general 
here. The total population of Malta is sup 
to be about 90,000. La Valetta^ is one of the st 
est places, both by nature and art, in the w 
and appears to be impregnable, were it~ pre 
defended. If the French had not been as 
by a powerful party within the walls, whicj^ 
tracted the councils and pakied the efforts < 
Grand Master, it would have been impossib 
them to have prevailed ; and if the French j 
80Q could have received provisions, all oar att 
to -wrest it from them might, in all probal 
have proved abortive. I was astonished, whi 
were entering the port, to find batteries with 
lery, frowning upon us in every direction 
which, if well served, are certainly sufficie 
annihilate any maritime force that it would b< 
siblc to bring against them. Were the land s 
the town as well protected as the harbour, n 
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the troops in the world, I verily believe, wouM be 
able to take La Valetta by assault. One of the 
most beautiful structures in this place is the Church 
of St« John the Baptist, which contains many exqui- 
site paintings and other curiosities; the floor is 
composed of marble, curiously arranged in Mosaic 
work, in a great variety of shapes, and containing 
inscriptions to commemorate the persons buried be« 
neatL I, one day, met with a boy in the church, 
who spoke English, by him I was shewn the most 
curious objects. The first I noticed was the image ' 
of death, amazingly well sculptured in coloured 
marble; the .next object that arrested my attention 
was a magnificent monument, erected in memory of 
a Captain of a Row Galley, who had particularly 
distinguished himself. I was then conducted to 
another part of the church, were there was a finely 
wrought statue of Saint John, in white marble, 
with his head in a charger ; and near it was carved, 
in the same coloured stone, a beautiful and affect- 
ing representation' of the crucifixion of our blessed 
Saviour, as large as life. Opposite to this I ob- 
served an admirable painting of the Nativity, by a 
Greek master, whose name I could not ascertain ; 
aud further on there is a grand monument erected 
over one of the Grand Masters. Within a few 
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yardi of this 10 a scull, said to bave been tbat 
Saint Lawrence, Rct with precious stoues, and kep<^ 
(lom^Iy Hhut up in a glass case, curiously defende^^ 
with wire; near which is a full length painting, that 
ropresentft the Siiint fiulFering martyrdom by being 
roaHted alive. Not far from this stands two figures 
n*prffionting Justice and Charity, the former 
s\iHponding a pair of Scales, and the latter cherish- 
in <r an orphan in her arms, both in polished white 
niarhir. The exquisite workmanship of that repre- 
bcnting Charity, struck my attention most forcibly, 
indood, 1 never before conceived that art could so 
far immitate nature in the expression of benevo- 
Ifiire. I was now called off by my conductor to 
viow the rails which surround the altar ; he asked 
mo if 1 know what metal they were composed of? 
I answered iron. But what was my surprise when 
I10 shewed me a particular part, where the paint 
\uh\ been scraped off, and they proved to be of 
^olul silver. *^ This deception,'' said the boy, 
*' was umde use of when the French came amongst 
\:s, to prevent their carrying this precious metal 
oif; for they robbed this sanctuary of jewels, gol- 
*1(Mi candlesiic\s, &c., to the amount of a million 
•»r livres; and most likely would have left us 
r.oiluiig. if thoy had not been prevented by the 
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IBnglish from taking what they Uked/* The altar 
strikes the observer with admiration from its magni- 
"ficent appearance* In another part of the ehurch 
there is a representation in polished white marble, 
as large as life, of Saint John, baptizing our Savi- 
our in the river Jordan ; a little farther on, is, a 
sublime painting of Saint Michael ; but I was much 
struck with a piece representing the shipwreck of 
Saint Paul, and another of his conversion. There 
are still many gold and silver candlesticks, with 
other splendid ornaments ; and the walls are deco- 
rated with Mosaic work of a curious nature. The 
roof is very high, surmounted by a dome elegantly 
painted within. Under the church there is an ex- 
tensive vault, where I saw the tomb of the person- 
age at whose expence the chufch was first built. 
Here also were contained many other curiosities. 
Same day I went to visit Saint Paulas Church, with- 
in the town, and saw some fine paintings, but much 
inferior to those in Saint John^s. I was also shewn 
the palace of the Grand Master, (now the seat of 
government) a magnificent building, and elegantly 
furnished. The infirmary and arsenal are also fine 
structures. One of the Grand Masters erected an . 
aqueduct here at his own expense, which is a grand 
work, compassed of maiiy thousand arches; it 
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conveys water into the city from a spring at 
siderable distance. Notwithstanding the he 
the Maltese to the Mahometan religion, 
pleased to find them liberal enough to su 
captive Turks to have a Mosque, where.the 
exercise their religious duties freely. Sii 
Abercromby^s remains are deposited in a ba 
the north east part of the works ; over whic 
a black marble tomb-stone, with a Latin ins( 
whereof the following is a translation : 

** In perpetuation of the memory of Sit 

Abercromby^ a native of Scotland^ Knigh 

Bath, A man^ for his probity^ consumm^ 

rage^ military talents^ and magnanimity t 

highly distinguished. He served in the 

wars of America and Holland; and by 

thirds King of Great Britain^ with the gen 

probation of his subjects j was appointed Con 

in Chief of the British army in the MediU 

Sea. Thence^ in executing an expedition tc 

tkimgk every where opposed to the flowe 

nek troops^ Ae, in one vigorous attack, 

hifi possession of the entire coa^t of Eg 

wards suet^ssfully defeated their endeo 

m Aon, wUU the British and French ar 
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^^ging in a mnguinary contest near Alexandria^ 
March 21, 1801, he received a mortal wound inhi$ 
thigk^ while fighting in the foremast ranks^ and in 
i^ very centre of victory; of which wound he «r- 
jpired^ to the extreme regret of all who knew him^ 
on the 2Sth. of the same months in the 68th, year 
cf his age. As a commander^ he was eminently 
fkilled in the art of war^ and his judgment m pm- 
jecting, with his bravery in executing his measures, 
and for his unsullied honour in every thing attached 
to the glory of his country ; his loss was equally 
afflicting both to the sovereign and the subjects of 
Great Britain. The ashes of this well'deserving 
and excellent officer, being conveyed hither in public 
funeral, on the 29th. day of April, in the seaneyear. 
Henry Pigot, appointed commander in chief of the 
British troops stationed in this Island, has obsequi" 
ously ordered this stone to be raised over his remains. 
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The native Maltese who are the lowest class of 
inhabitants, are active and cheerful, of a swarthy 
complexion, and low stature, not exceeding, upon 
an average, 'five feet six or seven inches. They 
seem industrious and honest; but are prone to anger 
and revenge like the Italians. In the course of the 
war^reat numbers entered into the British navy. 
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by permwion of the Grand Master, and were c^ 
very usefiiL The women dre» generally in bli 
ffilk, which is here very cheap, with head drei 
sometimes composed of artificial flowers, and 
other times hardeaus^ or caps; bat I observed m 
very beautifaL Maha is supposed to be the o 
place in the world where that system of false bono 
denominated duelling, is permitted by law. 1 
permission is thought to be in consequence of a 
f*ire to keep up the ancient spirit of chivalry am* 
the people. A particular street is allotted for 
express purpose of deciding these quarrels, wl 
the combatants meet; and should one or both fal 
the contest, a cross or monument is erected to tl 
memory. There are several of these obelisks t( 
seen, and what is very singular whenever one or I 
of the disputants are ordered to desist, either b 
woman, priest, or knight, they immediately dec 
the combat, and withdraw, after having their 
ferences amicably settled by those mediators on 
spot. The coin in circulation at Malta 
doubloons, dollars, ducats, and small copper pi* 
which pass for eight-pence each, though not 
valuable in reality as an English haKipenny ;' t 
have besides a very thin kind of money called 1 
«c^, five of which are worth a halfjpenny. On 
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\ party of us hired a carriage to proceed to 

Fecchiay the most ancient city of the island, 
d on a hill, and well fortified ; it is about 

English miles from La Valetta^ which we 
ed in a very short time ; our driver generally 
Lg by the side of the horses, but ^hen he 

tired, occasionally leaped upon the shafbu 
irst object that struck our attention at Cimta 
ia^ was a church dedicated to St. Paul the 
le, which is very magnificent, but the build- 
not so spacious as St. John^s, at La Faletta* 
icularly noticed a painting of Daniel in the 
8 den, an admirable piece glowing in colours 
t as natural as the living objects. We next 
eded to St. PauPs cave, over which is erected 
« of devotion. We were conducted into it 
Elomish priest, who presented each of us with 
ited wax taper. The cave is about seven yards 
and four broad, in the centre of which stands 
are of the Apostle cut in white marble. It is 
liis is the place where that Apostle was con- 
after his shipwreck on his way from Cesarea 
ime. Near the cave Is another figure of Saint 
^ with a viper in his hand, which is said to 

on the very spot where he shook that venomous 
fe o£ Tradition says, he pronounced ><.^W. 

K K 



time a curse on these reptiles, and the Maltese affim, 
that ever since that period there has been none seen 
in the island. Be this as it may, however it is cer- 
tain, that snakes have been brought over from Sicily 
and died soon after they were landed. We were 
then shewed the catacombs, subterranean places for 
the burial of the dead. They are cut in the solid rock, 
and are said to extend fifteen miles under ground. 
We were led a considerable distance into them bj 
our guide, without whom, I think, we should not 
have found our way out, there being so many wind- 
ings. After exploring these subterraneous caves we 
refreshed ourselves and returned to La FaletUt* 
There are twenty-one towns on this Island, 
and a number of small hamlets and country seats, 
the latter being extremely pleasant. The streets of 
La Faletta^ are paved with white free-stone, the 
colour and dust of which prove very hurtful to the 
eyes. No part of the town is level, as it is buik on 
the side and top of an eminence ; but the quay af- 
fords a very delightful promenade: where ships of 
most nations are to be seen so close to the shore, 
that it wouki be possible to jump on board. If we 
may judge from the constant ringing of the church 
bells, the Roman Catholic religion is more strictly 
observed t^ere than in any other place. Effigies of 
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^ints are exposed at all corners of t^e streets, attd 
toany ridiculeus ceremonies often take place "v^bich 
"^e are complete stangers to in this country. When 
the French Expedition, with Bonaparte on board; 
destined fof the invasion of Egypt, arrived off here, 
he was convinced that the capture of Malta would 
greatly forward the success of bis designs : accord- 
ingly he sent to require the Grand Master to allow 
the ships to take water at the different ports of the 
Island. This request the Grand Master however 
refused, and Bonaparte was necessitated to have 
recourse to force. After some resistance the French 
landed, and whether by the treachery of the garnc- 
son, or the impetuosity of the enemy, the town of 
Malta, which, from its regular fortificiations, had 
beeti deemed impregnable, surrendered ingloriotlsly 
after a feeble defence of about ten days ! This event 
was so peculiarly unfortunate, that, if Malta had 
resisted three d^ye more. Admiral Nelson would 
have overtaken the French fleet, and in all probabi- 
'lity the whole would have been destroyed and Bona- 
})arte taken or killed ! ^^ HoW much it is to be re- 
gretted,'' says a late military writer, " that the 
garrison of Malta did not hold out a little longer.'' 
What torrents of blood have flowed in consequence 
of their posillammity ! Had they opposed that foe to 
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mankind but three days lon^r, the brv 
would have stopped his career ; thousands 
tians, men, women, and innocent babes, 
still alive ; thousands of Turks would not 
massacred ; the plains of Jaffa would not fa 
with the bones of the poisoned soldiers ; th 
Marengo womld not be be deluged with bJ 
the immortal Abercromby would still coq 
victorious army; Europe would beatp 
France restored to tranquillity and happin< 
much does an event, apparently trivial, 
the destiny of great and powerful nation 
would have supposed that the soldiers who 
the garrison of Malta, were for a few da 
biters of Europe! — The excesses commit 
French troops when in possession of Ma 
shocking and disgraceful. Contributions 
and other necessaries for the use of the a 
levied on the unfortunate inhabitants, and v 
could exact no more, Bonaparte sacreligi 
dered the gold and silver ornaments and pla 
^ng to the churches to be seized and melt 
into ingots! ! To exhibit further the tyran 
scourge to mankind, previous to his leavi 
he issued an order to the following effect : - 
^^ All the Greeks of the Island of Malta a 
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and those of the departments of Ithaca^ Coreyra^ 
and of the Egiean Sea^ who shall maintain any con- 
nexion whatever with Russia, shall be put to deathJP'* 
— Art. 6. " All the Greek vessels which sail un- 
der Russian colours, if they fall into the hands of 
the French, shall be sent to the bottom ///" — These 
two articles extracted from Bonaparte^s orders, may 
serve to shew that it is out of the power of that 
hlood-thirsty tyrant to treat, with common feelings 
of humanity, even the most harmless inhabitants of 
the countries which he conquers. It was the pecu- 
liar fate of the inhabitants of Malta to be subjected 
to still greater privations. After the enemy ^s depar- 
ture for Egypt, he ordered a garrison to be placed 
in all the principal forts of the Island, with strict 
injunctions, (if attacked) to hold out to the last ex- 
tremity. When the British fleet appeared before 
the place, a rigorous blockade was immediately 
commenced, Several of the enemy^s frigates at- 
tempted to throw supplies into the garrison, but 
owing to the vigilance of our seamen they were cut 
oE Seeing all hopes of relief frustrated, and lite- 
rally perishing with want, the French were compel- 
led to surrender, and the British took immediate 
possession of the place. — I could have passed a short 
time here very agreeably, had not the desire of 
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reaching England ever been uppermost in my 
thoughts. We were civilly treated by the people, 
and could be very comfortable at inns and co&e- 
houses, at a moderate expeifce. 

On the 25tb. of May, we embarked on board the 
Spring transport, and on the 27th. we weighed 
anchor and sailed, in company with seven other 
transports, although the wind was nearly a-head. 
On the 29th. we were becalmed near the island of 
Sicily, in sight of Mount ^Stna. On the 2d. of 
June, we hov$ in sight of the island of Sardinia, 
which appeared to be at a considerable distance. 
'Sext day we had a favourable breeze ; but in the 
afternoon it again fell calm, when a fine turtle dove 
ffew on board. On the 4th., still calm, we caught 
two turtles sleeping on the surface of the water. 
This was done by launching one of our boats and 
rowing softly towards them ; which must be done 
with great caution, for if they awake they instantly 
dive out of reach. During the calm we were dread- 
fully plagued with flies, which slung almost as bad 
as wasps. In the evening, the weather became 
squally, and the next morning the wind shifted right 
a-hcad ; whicfi was succeeded by favourable breezes, 
on the 6th. we discovered the high land of Vviea. 
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Nothing particular occurred in our passage down 
the Mediterranean. On the 1 5th. we anchored in 
Gibraltar Bay, recruited our stock of fresh provi- 
sions, and after some delay from contrary winds 
sailed on the 20th., and run through the gut with a 
{air wind. As a circumstantial account of what 
winds we had ; how many sail we saw on the pas- 
sage ; where we experienced heavy swells, or 
calms; how often we hove the lead; and how much 
our hearts palpitated at the sight of our long lost 
native land, might be tedious to my readers. I 
shall therefore only remark that, on the 9th. July, 
we anchored at Spithead, but could have no commu- 
nication with the shore till the 15th., when we dis- 
embarked at Porchester, about five miles from Ports- 
mouth, in tolerable health and excellent spirits. In 
the course of our passage from Malta, several of 
our detatchment (for a short period) lost the use of 
their limbs, probably from the sudden change of 
climate. It is impossible to conceive how much I 
felt the difference of temperature on our first making 
the British channel. I now wrote two letters to my 
father, from whom I received no answer. He, alas ! 
was no more ! My spirits were again depressed ; 
and I felt forcibly the justness of. the remark, that 
^there is no permanent happiness on this side of the 
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grave. I found circamstances lo maeb akered at 
home, that the dreams of happiness I had enjoyed 
during my pet«grinations, of being able to entertain 
and comfort, by my attention, the years of a kind 
and affectionate parent, vanished from my sight, and 
left a vacuum in my mind which rendered every 
other object uninteresting. The friends I had left, 
wished me to leave the army^ which advice I after- 
wards followed. Friendship still afforded me an 
asylum, and I cannot avoid contempladng with 
heartfelt gratitude the beneficence of a kind Provi* 
dence who is the author of every good and perfect 
gift, and who copiously confers his favonrs, (and 
though unseen) shelters (he injudicious and helpless 
traveller from striking on those rocks, which other- 
w ise might prove fatal to his happiness and prospe* 
rity. Thus have I given a short and imperfect ac- 
count of the objects by which my attention has 
been principally engaged. I contemplate the che-. 
quered scenes of my past life, interspersed as it has 
been with disappointments, and endeavour to draw 
from them conclusions, by which society and myself 
may be benef^ed. In all countries I have observed^ 
that the propensities of human nature are nearly the 
same ; and that degrees of happiness are chiefly felt 
by comparison. The wretched Hottentot, wallowing 
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in his filth, knew not the want of superfluities, till 
the example of others made him wish to possess 
them ; and the sacreligious Arab, would have suf- 
fered the embalmed corpses of the ancient inhabitants 
of Egypt to have slept in peace, had not his cupi- 
dity been awakened by the strange desires of wan- 
dering virtuosi to possess what is less valuable even 
than the commonest stone which is found in the quarry. 
Man is certainly the author of his own wants, he 
attains the objects of his desires at the expence of 
thousands; and in proportion as the ambitious climb 
the giddy heights of honour and riches, the humble 
clasBes fall into the abyss of poverty and depend- 
ence. 
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